
4 THE WAlf AND THK

South African War wns fDllowed l>y an •l»l) ; ami we

shall be wii^e in omleavouiini? to prevent the possiMlity

of any such rea<-tion when the present crisis is past.

Nor need w«' quarrel with thf t.ini»er that tlu- remarks

nhove quoted s'-rvo to illustrat< . It was indeed perfectly

natura' "int Canadian puMie men sliould desire t(» keep

their country free from thf taint of militarism and all

that it implies. Many of us at home were ns sincerely

convinced as was Sir Wilfrid Laurier himself that the

loud boasts of those who claimed for <^4er.uany Ji world-

empire did not really represent tiie sol)er ju<l>?ement of

the great body of the <ierman people, and that the ki..dly

and genial folk with whom we '•ame in conta< t would,

sooner or later, bo able tc bring influence to bear upon the

policy of their nation. We now know, howevnr. to our

immediate cost, though, we may hope, to our final

s?>lvation. that German militarism hiid struck deeper root

in the soil of the nation than we believed, and tliat this is

a struggle in which all who desire to end that militarism

should bear tlieir part. Throughout the Empire, men

recognize that the war upon which we have entered,

assuredly sv^ith no light heart, is a war of opposing

principles, and therefore inevitable unless one or the

other of the opposite principles shouU be willing to give

way. The German is, above all, a theorist. Unlike the

opportunist Englishman, who '"ves from hand to mouth,

doing the work that comes to hand and leaving its

justification to accidt^nt, the German is never content

unless he creates for nims >lf a system of philosophy

which may explain and .ustify his conduct. It so

happened that the creators of modern Prussia and of

modern Germany, Frederick the Great and Bismarck,

were men who combined intellectual eminence and moral

cynicism to an extraordinary degree. Modern German


