va thrill every time I come to this country,
because here I sense in the vext'{l atmosphere
your determination to work in that direction,
not acknowledging defeat, certain that we
can win, because there are values that man
treasures above all things else in the world.

The free world believes that practical prob-
lems should be solved gractically, that they
should be solved by orderly procedure, step
by step, so that the foundation for peace,

which we are building in concert with other .

"nations, will be solid and unshakeable. I deem

- _it a high privilege to salute, through this

.-
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'theil; Pé.riiament, the Canadian pet;ple for the

strength they have added to this faith and for
the contribution they are making toward its
realization.

Beyond the shadow of the atomic cloud,
the horizon is bright with promise. No shadow
can halt our advance together. For we,
Canada and the United States, shall use
carefully and wisely the God-given graces of
faith and reason as we march together toward
the horizon of a world where each man, each
family, each nation lives at peace in a climate
of freedom. - -

" CO.OPERATION AND UNITY IN'THE ENGLISH-SPEAKING WORLD

A speech delivered by the Secretary of State for External Aﬂéirs, M. L. B. Pearson, at the
Annual Dinner of the English-Speaking Union of the United States, at the Waldorf-
~Astoria Hotel, New York City, November 23, 1953.

It is difficult, on an occasion like this, to
-speak of the virtues of English-speaking
unity without using, and at times abusing,
those somewhat thread-bare words and plati-
tudes which are the defences of the diplo-
mat against indiscretions, and, at times, his
substitute for thought. I do not want to ex-
change a cliche for a cutlass, but I could
wish that I were able to say something ar-
resting and stimulating on a subject which is
as important as any we are likely to face in
the dangerous days ahead; the necessity of
English-speaking co-operation and under-
standing; of unity.

A Dual Role

A Canadian, moréover, is in a somewhat
special position, both of difficulty and of

" opportunity, in speaking on this subject.

We are a North American nation, but we
. are also proud to be a member of a Com-
mowealth of Nations which includes all the
other non-American English speaking coun-
tries—and some others, including three in
Asia. In this dual role, Canadians are sup-
posed to have special qualifications, and a
:Eecial incentive, for assisting the lion and

e eagle to live Eeaceful]y together — an

achievement which is neither biologically

" nor politically easy. Our value in this re-

spect may be over-stressed, but there is, I

ink, something to it. More than once, I
kpow from experience, a Canadian has been
able to advocate a British position in Wash-
ington without dire consequences because

. he did it in an American accent, while his

support in°- London of an American position
has been listened to more attentively be-
cause the advocate may have had his trans-
Atlantic words softened by an Oxford edu-
cation, and, -in any event, is a subject of
the Queen. Someone, indeed, has cynically
observed that we Canadians are so busy
being British'in Washington and American
in London that we often forget to be Can-

-,
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adians. It is a danger, I admit, but I do not
think we have succumbed to it. If we were
tempted to, the facts of our history, and the
pattern of our population, would come to
the rescue. Our national existence is based
on two founding races, only one of which is
British, and the other isn’t American! Furth-
ermore, we are developing into_a strong
awareness of our own separate identity, as
we stand confidently now on or_own feet,
moving toward a great national destiny but
anxious, in the process, to keep in step with
our friends. o

For Canada, with the United States as a
neighbour and the United Kingdém as a
mother country, it is a first axiom of policy
to do what it can to maintain the greatest
possible English speaking unity, for nationa!
as well as for even more important inter-
nati(;r]llal reasons. Blalinfo ;‘ Caﬁadi'gan, hseﬁ-
pecially to one speaking . French, English-
speaking unity is not enough. Indeed, it
would be not inappropriate if I spoke to you
about English-speaking unity in Canada’s
other official language, French. Indeed, 1
had conceived that somewhat whimsical idea
of beginning my talk on English-speaking
“unity in French, and was restrained only out
of respect for that beautiful language.

Lan, ﬁe alone is not, in truth, a suffi-
cient ﬂ:ﬁ between peoples; indeed, it is

- not at times a bond at all, though I would

not go as far as Bernard Shaw when he said
that Great Britain and the United States
were two countries divided by a-common
language. I cannot refrain from adding that
if Bernard Shaw were alive today and could
read an account of a baseball game in a New
York tabloid, followed by a cricket or golf
report in The Manchester Guardian or_the
London Times, by Neville Cardus or Ber-
nard Darwin, he might not worry so mu
about the common language!

The bond of language, as a matter of fact,
is occasionally reduced to the ability we
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