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We have received aeeuraneee in writing fro* the 
Vlehy Government that they are determined ta rataln eontrol 
•f their Colonial tapirs and Pleat and that they will net 
take the initiative in attaaka an ua (waarandiaa of the 17th 
Oatabar). It nay he difficult far than to go hayond this on 
paper ainaa they neat he aarafhl in their eerreependenee ta 
avoid rousing daman enepieiena. There have however been two 
valnahlo poraonal oontaete with Vlehy. the first sane ta 
London in Oatabar ae an enlaeary of Marshal Retain and baa 
ainaa eonveyed our views ta the Marshall were reeently 
Monsieur Bnpay has been in Vlehy far a fortnight as Canadian 
Charge d'Aflhlres and is now in London. Marshal Retain'a 
emissary has now lnfomed us that the Marshal has given the 
following asenraneeai

1) France will elm no asperate pease with the Axis 
before the termination of hostilities between the 
British tapira and Oemany.
8) France will not cede air or naval bases or the 
Preneh Fleet to the Axis Powers and will resist by 
ferae of use in Serth Africa any attempt on the 
part of the Spanish, Germane or Italians to seise 
her Colonies.
8) Pranas accepts the subadLeelon of French tauatorlal 
Africa to General da Gaulle as a fait aooompli up to 
the termination of hostilities, it being understood 
that Preneh Senatorial Africa will than be restored 
to Prance and that no new enterprise will be directed 
against Preneh Vest Africa, Moreeoe and Perth Africa.
(It will be noted that this assurance, by recognising 
the existing position in equatorial Africa, geee fartherfW! •*“ (e>of tel,Rr"

Monsieur Supuy, the Canadian Charge d'Affaires, had 
certain Important conversa tiens with Marshal Retain on which 
he is reporting to hie Government early next week. It is hoped 
it will be possible for a summary of hie report to be telegraphed 
later.

We are now considering the situation in the light of 
the above information.

84th December, 1940
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