CANADIAN COURIER

11

BVER THE PATCHWORK QUILT

LI true Canadians sing the
Dbraises of the patchwork
quilt. You who have never
slept under one, go twang

your Iyre about the spruce-bough
!)ed by the river, the deerskin sleep-
mgbag or the hay-mow. For us,
the crazyworlk quilt will suffice. We
know that quilt in its day and
SeNeration to have been the most
€Conomical of all fabrications. In
those days Fenjan Raid or there-
wl_);ouwts\it called together, as Eze-
kl?‘l did, the dry bones, all the old
Print shirts, silk dress remnants,
°1d. Deckties and ancient wedding
}‘ehques from old rag-bags. And so
i;élas alea‘ys‘ remained. How coyly
2 afunfemmuzed lad sent to sleep
Sbare room under one of these
:;zzvels of domestic economy
terialll‘eg the pattern and the ma-
e before he went to sleep on
. ‘;at ftﬁ:athgr%ed. It fetched to
Scen?&glnatlon many a thrifty
s é not least of which was the
o 01 the q'llil'tin»g bee, when from
gram-;:once‘ssmn lines mothers and
-’ﬂl O?Sther.s came together at the
o and}}e Rag-Bag to work arm to
frame tace to face on the quilting
Sas: ‘Smad.e by father on a wet
the St eictlon and quarter-section
i D‘atcgc .was crazy-worked from
Wother tes" each mother and grand-
design Iying to get first place for
o and colour in her cholcs
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over, we may state .
the cover picture is
groupone -corner from a
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o d.kerchief.s, 6 sur-
80Wns, 200 pairs of

Sockg
Caseg_' 13 nillows, 24 pillow

t‘he Ci
that
Just

from the rag-bag. Some time during
the day the grand assemblage of
all the sections took place ion the
frame, with the cotton base—was
it cotton?—the padding—was it
cotton-batting ?——and the lining; the
stitches up and through and the
cups of tea and the chatter. It was
an occasion worthy to be celebrated
on a par with Longfellow’s Hanging
of the Crane. The patchwork quilt
was, and still is—thank heaven!—
a thoroughly Canadian institution.
So may it continue to be, as this
photograph and that on the cover
illustrate.

And in these pictures from Glad-
stone, Man., we see the new life of
the Canadian woman working omn
the mnew emergency in the old-
fashioned woman’s way. The quilt |
itself is but the occasion, not for
gossip, as it used to be, but for talk-
ing about the new work of woman
in this country. These women, we
take it, are talking about what Mr.
Hanna, the Food Controller, wants
them to do in the matter of saving
food that the soldiers of the Allies
may- not want. This woman’s sec-
tion -of the Canadian Courier for
July, 1917, is an illustrated chapter
in the Food Control Campaign, the
greatest movement in which the
women of Canada have ever taken
part. So we believe.

garments ready to go.
The photograph alongside
shows some of the real old
grandmas of Gladstone
rallying with their knitting
needles to do their Dbit, as
years ago, when they were
young married women
they worked like heroes in
the lonesome days on the
prairie for the good of the
community which then
seemed 1,000 miles. from
anywhere. If the patriotic
activities of Gladstone,
with its 800 people, could
be extended pro rata to
the whole Dominion of
Oanada, what would be
the result? First divide
800 into 7,500,000, our total
population. This gives,
say, 93,000 Gladstones for

The :
ma‘dedsl‘qun&s Nor ot _all Canada. Multiply the
& . nmlf days. ap shown i number of quilts, garments
otograph a 1t i
i, Bhs- stroks; : and dollars given above
o1 h, as o matter of pic- g v, . by 93,000 and see what you
halfal makewp, shows only EING the First Page in Our Once-a-Month Illustrated Review of what Cana- get. Of course this is a
y ’ . 2 3 3 v 3 A : ‘S “
almg::z 8TOUD and omite dian Women are Doing. The particular feature this month is the Food Ques- bit fantastic, but it will
Sethor a great heap of tion; how women are ready to be shown what to do by the Food Controller hurt nobody to try it.

and his organization in the great business of winning the war by economics. The
women shown in thesé two splendid photographs and that on the cover, by Cuyril
: : Jessop, of Gladstone, Man., represent just one band of war workers in the grand
£ army of Canadian women from coast to coast and the islands that lie beyond.




