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The Youth. of the Cityr

MI be
early

If 18 qulte evident that in out cities, the
~oung bien and youhg women just bçgin-
t P W in l the factories,: the sliops and the
oces do not havé a fair chance in life.
'isis. .particttlarly true of thoq&.who are
wlthottparents or friends. Tbree naturjal

lotgigsthese yo;unhg People hawe-for the
joys of ilfe, for companionship and for a
gliîmpse into the idéal world. Under exist-
rzig conditions theré is small likelihood that
these longlxtgs will be satisfied in a normal
inanner. 17his being truc one can welî un-
d erstand how neglccted nature ebels
against enforced starvation, and bow it seeks
comipensationi in unnatural extravagances
and dissipations.

The Longing for Variety

A young man enters a factory. He is put
at a lathe. All day long and cvery day for
a year or more lie is kept shoving pDieces of
wood into a great machine. The grinding,
buzzing sound is ever round him. It dom-
inates his ýthoughts, his feelings and bis
action. It becomes part of himself, or more
.properly he becomes part of it. Hé loses
his identity, his personality; he is but part
of the machine. How bis whole soul revoîts
against the monotony 1 It is not that he
dislikes work. The chances are fie would
glory in work suited to bis -nature and ca-
pacity; but he abjects to servitude. He is
but a youth, and as such demands some-
thing of the joy of feedom. This is why
he rebels. This is why h *e "quits the job"
and seeks another. A census in New York
showed -that one-third of those who entered
womk'at fourteen years of age changed their
occupations six times duing the fimst year.
Such. la the.,attitude of youth to inotony.
Hear the testimony of one who speaks from
full expéience.

"I r ecaîl a boy who had worked steadily
for two years as a lielper in a smelting
establishment and had« conscientiously
brought home ail his wages, anc night sud-
denly announciflg to his family that he 'was
too tired and too bot to go an.' As no
amount of persuasion could make bim alter
bis decision, the family finally threatened to
bring him into the Juvenile Court on a
charge of in'corrigibility, w.lereupon the boy
disappearc d and such efforts as the family
have been able to make -in the two years
since have failed to find him. Tliey are con-
vinced that lie is trying a 'spel1 of tramiping'
and wish 'that they had let himn have a va-
cation the first summer when lie wanted it
so bad.' The boy rnay find in the rougli out-
door life the healing t-at a, wisc physician
would recommend for nervous exhaustion,
although the tramp experiment is a pemilous
one."y

How is it possible to better conditions?
In any modern factomy ecd man must do
bis own fractional part of the wbole. The
aid system of manufacture can be tolerated
no longer. A workman mnust bÇ content to
co-operate. Surely so, but yet there are
conditions under which co-operation is in-
toierable and conditions under which it isjoyful. The employer in a modern factory,
or store or shop does not always consider
this. Hear again what this woman Who
knows lias to say :,

"If a clild goes into a sewing factory with
a knowiedge of thc work she is doing 'n
relation to the finished product; if she is in-
formed concerning the inatemial she is
manipulating and the processes to which it
is subjected; if she understands the designM
she is eiaâborating in its historic relation to
art and 'decoration, hem daiiy life is lifted
from dudgery to ane of self-conscious
activity, and lier pleasure- and intelligence
à-s registered ini her product.

"I remember a.. littie colored girl 'in this
New Vork school who was drawing for the
patteim she was about ta embroider, a care-
fully 'elaborated atanthus. leaf. Upon nj-
inquiry as to the design she replied; 'It is
what the Egyptians used :0to onIevery-
thing, because they sa'w lt so much growing
ini the Nile; -and then the Greeks copied it,
and sometimes you cati find it now on the
buildings down* town.' She ad.ded shyly,
'0f course I like it awfully well becaýu se it
was first -used by people living in Africa
where the colored folks corne from.'

It is because no care has been taken in
most modern factories to do the very thig
suggested here that.young mnen and womeri

*gow4isatisfied.- They-are flot aliowed--to
feel the joy of proluctioni, which after al
is tAIe true joy of living. With the inivention
of modern machinery and the consequent
division of labor there was found in industry
a place for groWing boys and girls. We
musté'e careful lest we sacrifice the human
to the material. If we q.uenich the fire of
youth- we not only destroy- life, but imperil
the future of industry itself.

The Longing for Copnnbl

Longing -for variety of occupation la flot
the only longing of the youtug mani or th e
young woman of the shoP or the littory.
There is the longing fort ônlpa4loship-
first, for those of, similar sex and then for
those of the opposite sex, Cities -ave jro-
vided schools, but as yet theyh*av~e provlded
few recreatian centres for young people.
All this is- left to private enterprise. The
young giri canno ne youhg man Ili her
h-omý_or often she has flo home. If she
-Joins the Y.W.C.A. she meets no younk inmen
at all, if she goes to a church ohé fins'tbat
she is flot like the other girls who have
homes of their own, and the youing men 'are
flot usually of hier class. Sa she goes to the
rinks, to the- picture shows, to the dance
halls. She picks up companions. She bas
hier fun anyway.

Whiat is the remedy for these conditions?
The community and the employers of labor
must leamn that their responsibility to yroung
people does not end with getting them a
position and paying them even a liberal
wage.' Opportunities, must be sprovided -for
social intercourse under wise supervision.

"Already some American chies are mak-
ing a beginning toward more adequat.e
public recreation. Boston has its municipal
gymnasiums, cricket fields and golf grounds.
Chicago lias seventeen parks witlh playing
fields, gymnasiums, and baths, which at
present enroli thousands of yoinng peopl 'e.
These samne parks are provided with
beautiful halls which 'are 'used for many
purposes, rent free,, and are given over to
any group of young people who wis&x to
,conduct dancing parties, subject to city
supervision and chaperonage. Many social
clubs have deserted neighboring saloon
1hals for these municipal drawiîng rooms
beautifully decorated with growing -plants
supplied b y the park greenhouses, and
flooded with electric light, supplied by the
park power bouse."

The Longing for Ideals
The third longing of the city youth is for

glimpses into the ideal world-the wold of
the, -imagination. It is because the theatre,
the moving picture show and the sensationai
novel help the imagination in its quest of
ideals that these are so well patronized by
both sexes. Some young working girls
endure the hardships of the day only be-
cause they'are looking forwamd to the pic-
ture show s -aï niglit. Theyî prefer the
society of one young man ta anot.hcr because

he is more generous writh, cheap theatre
tickets. T'liey.. frequent the bookstores .nd
libraries and revel in fiction because lt Ïin-
isters ta their appetite. If thceplcl>ure show
is m ore popular to-d;%y than the theatre or
the librgry it4s flot onîy because it fürnIshes

cbap- enteërtaln---ent,-b.-_ bea-s U_ pot
are worked out .in short time, and-btcause
tbey make a strong. appeal to thle, imagg»-
tion. The pity of it ail is that theoa~
of the pictùre shows are not alwayi-'
cened .with the moral effect of their proditc-
tions. Tliervare first of ahi concetnëd, with
money making. To thein, audiences are flot
-primamily to be educated or héel>ed to bette.
things. It la. for this reason -that the coin-
tunmty sqhould operate -i.o
There is a gloious possibility'ln the 'vûÜ
picture. A few good theatres under W i
mnun ity control and operated ta provide
amusement and instruction wouldbe of t1We
higbest possible value. In this Uatters. ý7
in the matter of recreation centres,,thç cona-
munity, and the factory owner could, well
co-operate. We look. for -the day" whén
cities wihl feel thé responsl-bilityc tr
edutating liheir young people during t&
.impressionable years. Inthe words -of Mis
Jahe Addams who lias been quoted so fie-
quently:

"«To fai to provide for'the recreation c0f
youth is not only to deprive al of thein of
their natural formof expression# :but i-cep-.
tain to subject some of tliem ta the -ovtït

wbelingtenuptatidn of', âicit &and sou1-
destmoying pleasuree. To insisi;t, is young
ipeople shahl forecast their rodse-c6lored«
future oniy in a bouse of. drcïanis îto des-
prive the real world' of, that wawmtb and
re-assuratice -which it.so soreiy nee4w an~d
to whlch lt is justly entitled; tjn*
we are heft outside witb a sensé of
ness, in company with thut shadow wl~
already lurks only amounid the::corner f«*
Most of us- skeptioism of life' value."

'the Modern Church

"The Churcli, if It is to retain its h Id
on the masses of tbe people,, must mat
resume the lead in everyday life **hich,
under chan ing standards of tho glt aàd
life, it bas to some extent loat. Temýis
tremendous need for the "w'ls direction of
its minisWes In the practica$ probicins oftW
community and the State. Th ~eiWh
now go out froni aur theological colèges P >
out far Ibetter equipped for this task th*,h
did their predecessomf. Is this side.,ofi heu.-
licence d enounced as materiaiistic .? It was
not outsie of the Saviour's mission to ho
known to -the common folks as the good'
physician, and to reach thein in that w&y.
Matemialisin is th.c enemy to be fouglit.

The Modem School

There is an oId tbeory that it is difficult
to uproot-"ýtbe theory that thé $t'bàr4
rudiments of an edlucà-tion are ail that le1
necessary for the fariner!" "T-his muai beý
discarded in favor of the theory that. f!M
sliould bècoméeien. cf te4ahci~ir
educated classes of the *coutry- men and
women of clear thougit -and possessed, ofý
scientific knowiedge and insighit For thist
reason the- rural sohool miust -bt -trans-4
formed. It mu st become an educational and'
social centre, and the means of deveioping
an apprýeciatiQn for modemn agriculture.
Transformation wili be effected wlien, the
majority of flic people in any communityi
wish for it. A few strong intelligent souls
can soon gather amound them a majority.
One man of high purpose and sound in-
telligence and possessed of a little tact can
mould the sentiment of a whole countryside.
-iîlyon be one of snch menà
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