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was born in' Londonderry, Ireland, and gravcd and framed, as a slight token verness, N. S. His' father, stilI hale

l$ mothet was a native born Canadian of his public service. He left the city and hcarty at 88, is %IcDonald Gillis,

wvhose parents were Danes- and werceof Toronto on the 28th of Mardi, ýnd eve. lhe is but youtlg as the Gillis

5 .omté, f the first settiers in the town- 1883, with, a party of twenty settiers amygeS. One memnber of the famn-

ship of Markhain, iea where Toronto and ten carloads of settlers' effects, il3,yide short time ago aged 106,

now stands, called Muddy York in the destination bcing Crescent Lake, and another went -fishing regularly ait

thot days. on the tract of land set aside for the the age of 95. M r. Donald Gillis, with

*ý , M-r. -Eain's boyhood antedated the colonization scbeîne of the opn

s»iuggt4tion of the sch'ool systemn in just mentioned. Mr. Eakin remaincd

tt E PAo'ît4ne of Ontario. [n those agent of the company for two and a

days education was entir ly a matter 1-aif years. lie was thus one 1of the

dl local concern, flic teacher boarding pioncer settiers in north-cast Assini-

fromn house to house in the settle- boia. On leaving the, coînpiny, the

ment Théonly subjecta tauglit were dottghty advnlerl -ettled dcloWn to

the thre R's. Mr. Eakin was the mixcd farming on section lit, td .

firstborn of the family and ait twelve range 3 wcst of 2nid meridian.

years of age was taken from school There was a sniall Indian reservatioli

to assist on the farm. When ini bis iiorth of' Crescent Lake called Little

teens he was transfcrrcd from the farm Bo.nes reserve. During the rebellion

te the slhos is father being a whcel- of 1885. ieing se far froni rail way

ivigt Young Eakin attendicd a communication (50 or W< miles froui

niglit achool during the winter months Broadview or Whitcwood). it was per-

ind received private instruction fremn haps only natural that the Indians

a Presbyterian minister who was super- should be demoustrative toward the

intendent of edulcation for the school white settlers. Many of thc worluen

in the tolwnships under the system in- were frantic with lear that their ives

angurated bv the late Dr. Ryersou. werc not saie. so miuch that tle late

Minister of Education for Ontario. Hon. Clark Wall-ace. who was presi-

On leaving homne to paddle bis owvn dent of the York Farmers' Colouiza-

cance the future Speaker resided near tion Ce.. prevailed on the Do(minlion

Newmarket, iu the township of Whit- Governmcnt te send up an officer

dinrl. for two) vears' Rcmoviug to to organize a conîpany to protect the

the villAige of Unionville in bi-, native settlement from the Indians. The

tnwnsqhiD). lice"'eut into the business company was organize and stationed

Of carriagè building and the mnia at old Yorkton, 19 miles norti of
Cresceut Lake. MIr. Eakin declares.
iii his terse and direct rnethod of

speech, that the organization was a
farce and did but little good. The
depredatiens were donc by the ludians
during the time thc volunteers were in
the stockade btiilt by the Goverumenit
nt old Yorkton.

Unknown tq Mr. Eakin, at petition
was forwarde-d to the Hon. Lieutenant-
CGoverner Dewdney to have him ap- Speaker Gulis.

pointed a Justice of the Peace for tic wife and famly-lour daughters in

Territories. which was granted. Hav-sve soofsomAceisl

i-g obtained the confidence of tie ifth-came to the Northwest twenty

Little Boules baud of Indiaus, with si years ago, sû they are veritabl

whoni Mr. Eakin had considerable c-d-timers. Tic sous were railroai

dealiugs and by whom hiewas affec- ci utractors. but eventualiy settled t

tionately called thc "big man." he suc- farm at Whitewood. where they ar

ceedcd in quieting them and iuducin-r xenielndonr
them to rernain on their reserve. I xtlieuadowes

cousequence of bis tactiful behiavior
iu this respect the wvhite settlers ceaseil
to fear.

D'uring the time of thc rebeilion 0 2

another baud of Judiaus frequeuted the P4

Little Bouies camp and througli their 0

influence lepredatioîis were commît- -o

te(l between Crescent Lake andi York- e'

ton. Soule of tIie settlers' cattie Wcre r. CD,

(Iiiiven off and sIaughtered at Round
-ake at a pow-wow. There ivas ais> ru
feastiug lu the shack.s andisates .

Ex-Speaker Eakin. wihhtibe-radnt h i>
whîIite settlers. \who Ihad congregat -si sî e
i o etlher for inîlitiai proutect ionu. lue '

turc of doors, sash and biinds. Iilute TdasasosoetewatcIhe ýanlpr

eaEai87,)îî M9 yong Lvisions they fou ud lu t icýeeatn

lected as a conilior for tlie toili h ace eetke > iee iî

ý,ip of Markiaii and iI180 stlie w-eeis worn i b the yottflg sîjiiaw\%ý

eltosen Reeve, whicli positioni lie helti s ear ornameuts. E (n

ilp to the tintie lie lcft for tlîe North- Iii1994, Walace. as, the distri-tt

west. Ill 1881 lic was selected wardci lceMrnai let a ali( C)

of, the couuity of Y'ork, andi\vas for c vte notoeetri>f. e ~ <

nieyC~s cuut co~flissiuut-' ~ Yorkton andi Saitcoats. antd Mr. Fakiiî

the York roads, having chargc of the xsas lecteil for 0ie Saintcat-, îilst rict )i

touermails and t ollgates. lu M lar 1cli 1898l 's as aiyiî leceeia

1883, lie resignerl lus positionitas Re ee ii>sen Speaker o f the A'.seiblvi 1 la -

alid camie t>> the Ni iitest us agetttefl f1fr hsa îgi i e

for the Saskatcewani Landi :and homle ;a ranîlirlate but îliree div dîcî l>- U

stcail Co. OnIl tt ve of lus ritpart ,;il ; i telgait ut- tsi t;iI c ii wtil

ire from Ontario M r. Eakii %vas gi"'(>" 1 Gr and ; Iii lt;t1tl t illîî;tîu ,it ;

;I public bauiqu'tatUutîîuolh, tii baiehelor's hstîîse for iree w-elý \

whici lie v.as p)rcellterl witli a s alhi ti ure to Il, ;iil\ i,

ýble gitid satehi iiil chaiit, a sum tt-f ci ri relt-t, f i ls vI-unf i c i

ulioley andtI î t- siiniiil itielei -

il 1r t- i i lt-di t I 11a s ;i l( 1iii o i> 1iii> il tl

t iele slie>,t--il ,t tii f tireît, titi

N o il- i;--st li lt 1 it--IIIt ht - i\ rr.
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Speaker Gillis was but sixteen when
the fanîily came to the Northwest, juti.,
i-1d enough to get his 'hand in at pion-

eering, and he has thus thorough andl
practical acquaintance withprairie life

and conditions. Ili 1893 he %.as ai)

pointed postmaSter of Whitewood a'nd

has hýeld the office ever since. In 1894

lie was first elected to the Asserubiv
alte-r a hard fight against WValter
Tiiorburu, both of them Conservati-e-;,

D)ominionl party lunes fot then hein,

eVen d'reamed of ini Territorial poli-

tics.yHis majority was only 19. So
I yly rehis public services appre

ciated that in 1898 hie was returued ly

-icclaniation and again in 1902. In

189)8 lie was made Deputy Speakcr,
succceding Mr. S. Spencer Page. whn

had lost hiscsat. and was subseq<uenitly
made Clerk of the flouse. On thi

ro-irement of Mr. Wm. Eakin froui
the Assemibly. 'Mr, Gillis became thý

unianinmolIs and poipular choice of tlh

\ s;embly to preside ovrit eir
ations and condîîct of business.

The chief cliracteri,,tics of SpceIke
Gîlliq are bis excellent priticiple' an(

his dlean record, hoth public and pri
výite. He law, a level Scotch bead
Lood physique. nianners pleasant an

friendlv. For two years lie was; chair

n an of the W'hitQ-wood School Boar(
1-e is a Freemê#son. was XV M.

.\shlar liodge. Whitewood. lu 188.

and bas been D.G.MN. In politic
Speaker Gillis is a Conservative, butr
\'cry ruodrate views and tolerantr
the opinions of those that differ froi
hlm. He is inmarried.

W. TRANT.
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