
at, the nature of the jurisdietion of the Court is essentially involved, and it is thereý
fore prope- I-should 'state what I conceive' to be the ,character of the Court. T e
Vice Admiralty Courts in thepossessions abroad, of the'United Kingdomü, àrenot
Local bqt National Courts, as ·a reference to the:objects to which their jurisdotion
Üpplies must render appareùt. With the exception of tbatbranch of Admiralty
jurisdictiQn which embraces captures and questions Jûre belli, the Vice Admiralty
Co'urt hire exercises '<of right the Admiralty and Maritime' jurisdiction conferied
upoii it, in common with the Vice Admiralty Courts lin the various possessions gf
the United Kingdom. This jui-isdiction comprehends the two great classesof cases
whereof the one deþends upon locality, and the other upon the nature of the 'con
tract. The first respecting, as it does, *acts -or injuries ddne upon the higlhseas
where .ail nations claim a common right and comtmon jurisdictiôn, are not of me.e
punicipal jurisdiction; but are apprôpriated to the Admiralty Courts as to natial

tribunats, The second -class of cases may sometimes affect the conuierce and navi-
gation of Foreign nations, .and wlien they do so, they are to be assimilated to the
frst; but even when the interests of Foreigners or the, rights of Foreign nations are
not involved theréin, they have relation to the trade, navigation àhd commere&of
the United Kingdom, and 'are therefore àlso fitly appropriated to these national tn.
bu~inals. The juîrisdictiôn of the Vice Adm4alty Courts under the*laws relating tå
trade or navigation, confcied îïpon these Courtâ þy Statutès of tie Imperial Parlia-.

,_ment., is derived from a 'national source, end is also of a national character. If the
view which F'have thus far taken of the subject.be correct, the jurisdiction of th0
Vice Adniralty Court .would seem to be indispensable.

las, the Legislature of 'this' Province 'powcr to reduce the fees r ceived in
th Vice Admiralty C'ourt-?-The 'Legislature of the Province has not the power.of
reducing the fecs to be received by thé Officers or Practitioners of the Vice Admi-
ralty Court.. The power of. creating Admiralty, Courts is 'a power incident to, Sove-
reignty, and thi power as well as the incidental power ofkreguating them can only
be exercised by a Sovereign -and independeit State. The question then ünder en-
siderationdoes not toucli'the oWers'which mayjor ought to .be' exercised by thé.
Colonial Legislature, but. bas relation; to a known and' uiivërsally ackôwled&

belongingto Spvereignty, Which it is the interest- of every portion 'of -thé:
Empire-aüd of none more than of the Colonies themselves-to have maintained
its full and-absolute integrityAny regulations too, touchîrig Vice Admiralty Courte,
seorn to be directly within .the scope of the authority of the:Supreme Legislature t.
regulate the trade and commerce of the Empiré,'a power whidr is -pressly_declaed
by the Constitutional Act of Canada (8 and.4 Vie, c. 35, s'43). As these Admi-
ralty Courts are Nàioôùal Courts as' to all Foreign States, so they iay also b
dered as Nationl Courts in à tmore réstricted srisewith reference to the :depe,
deneies of the Ci-own,and in relation to 'the trade and commerce of the Empeth&
regulatiorn'vhereof is in the Metropolitan State. l either pa.int of ew- cr
tion and regulation belongrs to' the Metropolitan authority, - s along with
it, of necessary eonseqience; and as incident to the main powerpthe power of estab
lishing the fees of the Officers of these Courts 'eithèr mediately or imnirediately..

Independently.of these. more general considerations, i is to be:,obsfred thatthe
Statute 2 Will. IV; c. 51, prohibits the taking of any 4ther than thé fe acestabisbåd
under the authority of that Stattite, and that, by a provision' contained in the Statùt
8 and9 Vie., cap. 93 sec 63 re-enacting ahnost in the same words a provision of
and 8 Will. III, cap. 22, sec. 9, repealed by;6,eo.AV, e. 5-"AIl law By-IA
usages and customs,:at the time f the passing of',this Actor whichreafter
be in jractiee,' or endeavoured:or prétended to be-,ýný force or-practîie, in any of tbe
British Possessions ir Aprerica, which are'in any wise -repugnant to thie »tet ;"
ary'et of.Parlianent, made or hereafter tbe imadé ni the United Ki
far as" sudi Act' shall iate to and mnntioñ he'aid possesss, are atd i
null ard yd to: ail ntents and 6urpoee swatsoeve h i fort


