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or over, which it passes. A return of their doings, and plan of the road are made and recorded,
and the natter is continued for two of the regular Sessions of the Court, in order to give to
these whosc lands are taken, an opportunîity of climmng more daniages thau had been awarded
thei. If stuch clainis are made, the parties preferring then may have a heariig before a jury,
or a Connittee as may be agrecd, and the proceedings in relation to the road are delayed
intil such claims are disposed of; then, or in case no such claims arc presented, after the two
continuances, the proceedings are closed, and the location established. The damages sus-
tainîed by the diiYerenît individcials as estiniated by the Cornmissioners, are determined after a
hearing by the jury or committee, arc paid from the County Treasury, upon orders drawn by
the Court ai' Commissioners.

The owners of' the land through twhich the rond is laid, arc allowed one year from the tirne
wh'lîen th e proceedings beforo the Court of County Commissioiers are closed, to take off the
vood s«aniding on the route, and a Uie, not exceeding three years is allowed for openingi and

Making the road.
After the road is located and establislhed, it is to bc opened and made by the towns through

which it passes, eaci town makiig so much as lies within ils boundaries, iii the asme manner
that townî roads are made. If any townî neglects to open and make the road within the limited
tinie, i e Cumnissionerslhave power to appoint an agent, who may proceed in sucli way as he
znay decn best to complete the road. The town pays all the sumîîs expended for the purpose,
and the statute contains provisions for enforcing the assessnielit, and collection of the taxes
neccssary for such purposes.

Town roads and private ways, are laid out by the select nien of the respective towns; when
requested to lay out a town road, they give seven days public notice of the intention. At the
tiie appoinied, they make the location, and report the boundaries and admeasurment to a
meeting of lie inhabitants, and tleir Report must be filcd in tle' office of the town clerk, seven
days before the neeting at which their Report is to be aci ed upon. If the Report is accepted,
and allowed at such meeting, the road is established. The selec't nen deterrmine what damagcs,
if anv, are sustained by indivicluals through vlose land the road is made, subject to the
right of the land owners, if dissatisfied with the amotmnt allowed, to apply to the County
Comrnissioners, and have their rights ascertained by a jury, or a cointnttee, if tie parties so
agree ; the damages when ascertained are paid by the town.

If the sclect nien refuse to lay out a way wlen rcquîestecd, or if the town, after a roadi has
been laid out by the select men, refuse to accept and allow it, the petitioners may apply to
the County Commissioners, id they after due notice, and a hearing of all parties interested,
may in the latter case, approve and allow the rond and direct the laying out-and acceptance to
be recorded bv the clerk of the town; in the forruer case, they may cause the road to be laid
out. After towvn roads are laid out and accepted, if the town neglects to open and niake thern,
the statute provides the saine mode of doing it as in the case ofl courty rond, i.e. by an agent
appointed by the Commissioners.

lhe same provisions apply to private ways as to towrn roads, excepting that the damages
'suffered by the ownîers of land, arc borne by tie particular individuals for wlose benefit the
road is made.

The several towns are required by law to keep all county and towin roads within their
bouidaries in repair, and for neglecting to do this, they are subject to indictment, and upon
conviction are fined sich a sun as shal appear to the Court sufticient to make the necessary
repairs, and the fine is expended under the direction of an agent appointed by the Court for
that purpose. These cases are cognizable in our district Court, whicli has succeeded to our
Court of Common Pleas.

At ilcir annual meetings in March and April, the towns usually vote such a suin of money
as is needed for making and repairing their roads, and choose Surveyors of Highways to super-
intend this niatter. Tfhie town is divided into districts by the select men, and a Surveyor of
H ighways is assigned to each district; it is the duty of each Surveyor to see that the roads in
his district are kept in repair. The towns may vote to assess the sums to be raised for the
highways in*money. like other taxes, or in labour and niaterials. If it is âssessed to be paid
in money, it is collected with the other faxes, goes into the Treasury, and is drawin out by the
select men as wanted. If the Highwav Tax is assessed to be paid in labour and rnaterials,
eacli Surveyor of Highways is furnished vith a list of the taxable persons in his district, and
the amount of Highway Tax assessed on each individual, and ie gives to all notice of the
tirne when he will proceed to work upon the roads. :As rnany as choose appear at tie fixed
tirne, and work out their tax at certain rates Ver hour, determined .by vote of the town. If
any neglect to pay their tax in this way, or by furnishing materials to be used in making the
repairs, the Surveyor returns to the select mtn their namnes as delinqusents, and their Higliway
Tax is added to their money taxes for the next year. There are but few towns that assess
their road taxes to be paid in noney, but generally in the labour and materials.

Towns have also the power of choosing Road Commissioners instead of Surveyors, but I do
iot go into an account of tlieir powers and duties, as I think there are very few towns that
exercise this power.

SIR, Fredericton, November 5, 1841.'

I reply to your favour of the 29th October (which I have been prevented by pressing
business in the Court, tliat adjourned only the day before vesterday, fron givihng my carlier
attention to), in which vou %av his Exc'llency requests me to state, ' Whether if parties
nurciase Crown Lands at auction, there bc any obligation that prompt paynent should be


