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Bate, Mark, (N ana.lmo), yOunuest son of the late' Thomas Ba.te,

.-who was a partner in the widely- known firm' of ‘manufacturers in - -

iron, Bramale, Cochzjane & Co., Woodside; Worcestershire, England,
‘Was born at Birmingham, Warvﬁckshire’, on December 11th, 1837.

" Educated at Dudley gramma r school, Worcestershire, and at the

age of seventeen left school to engage with his father’s firm. ~ He re-
mained in this business for two years, obtaining a-thorough- know-.
ledge of mercantile pursults, and in 18586, left England on the
Princess Royal for Vancouver Island, coming to the new colony by

- way of Cape Horn. He landed at Victoria in January, 1857, and

went direct to Nanaimo, where he was employed in the offices of the’
Hudson’s Bay Company.  He reached Nanaimo on the 1st of “Feb- -
ruary, and has lived there continuously since that date.. The present
handsome town was then a small collection of rude huts, inhabited

by a handful of people, and Mr. Bate has therefore in his long resi-
“dence of thirty-three years marked every gradation in the progress

‘of his adopted cn;y By car eful attention to business and assiduity -
in the company’s interests, Mr. Bate rose rapidly in the service, and .
was appointed accountant and cashier at Nanaimo.  This position '
he continued to hold till 1869, when the Nanaimo Coal Company’s
mines were purcha.sed by the Vancouver Coal Mining and Land~
Compa.ny, and Mr. Bate was offered and accepted the position of

‘ manager of ‘the new company.- This position he continued to fill*

. till 1884. The City of N anaimo was incorporated in 1874, and at -

- the election for the first council, in 1875, Mr. Bate stoodAfor the.

- mayoralty against the late Mr. James Harvey, and was elected by a

" sweeping maJonty During the succeeding five years he was re-elected

by acclamation. ~ He declined the nomination for 1880, but in the
following year the citizens insisted that he should consent to guide

the affairs of the municipality; and he was returned without opposi- -
" tion. In 1883 he again accepted the nomination, and was elected; o

by a vote double that of his opponent. _In_l 885 he was again opposed
and again returned by a large majority, and from that time he has .

. sat continuously in the mayor s"chair till 1890, the present year,

“-when he refused to allow hls name to be placed in nomma.tlon )
Dunnor these eleven terms in wlnch he was at the head of affairs, : -
' Nanaimo made remarkable progress, and the wisdom and energy of -

Mr. Baté’s government. are attested by the present condition of the

'*"'c1ty. “In 1887, whe1_1 it” was doubtful " if " he would a.ccep/t the -
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