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soldier to seize the sentry, who was posted at a small square hole cut
through ihe logs, and which simple expedient served the double purpose
of door and window, which he instantly exccuted, drawing the astonished
sentry to this hole with one hand, and threatening to cut his throat with
a large knife which he held in the other, if he made the smallest resist-
ance, or outery ; then Cornet Merritt, and the whole party, crawled out,
the one after the other, undiscovered by the guard, though it was in the
daytime, until the whol» had got out. He then drew them up, which the
officer of the guard observing, got his men under arms as fast as he
could, and threatened to fire on them if they attempted to go off : Merritt
replied, that if he dared to fire a single shot at him, that he would cut
the whole of his guard to picces (having concerted with his men in such a
case, to rush upon the enemy and tear their arms out of their hands)
which so intimidated him, that although Merritt’s party was armed only
with the spoils of the sentry and with clubs, he vet permitted them to
march off. unmolested, to a river at some distance, where Cornet Merritt
knew. from conversation which he had with the seniries. that there was
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a large rics-boat, in which he embarked and brought his party through a
countrs of above fiity miles safc into Geoorge Town* To you the ur
daunted spirit and bravery of this youag man is noi unknown; they ob-
tained for him in his distress your iriendship and proteciion.”” “*Col.
Baliour was pleased to approve his conduct, and in a letter to me, dated
Charles Town, 3nd April, 1751, expresscs it then:— ‘I rejoice most sin-

*(Now a saburd of Wadhingilon, D.C)




