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“Now,” said Maggie, “I shall be strong for 2 little while. It's like
the old lifc and strength I had before I loved it, while it lasts I'll tell you
what I waat to say while 1 can. You know how many times I have come
to yon, lkach time I meant to give up drinking, but T never did. The
truth was, my father was an officer in the church, and he dealt in strong
diink ; from my carliest childhood it was all around me. T used to smelt
it always, then Icame to taste it, then to like, then to love it.  Before 1
was sixteen I would drink as much as 1 dared whenever I could get it. My
mother was dead, my father was always engrossed in the business, and tor
a long time he did not sce; but I think he suspected at last, for he sent
me trom hume to a boarding school.  ‘T'here T had plenty of money, but no
dnnk at all, unulT had time to watch which of the servants liked to drink,
then it was casy. 1 gave her the money, she procured the drink, and we
had it secretly when we could.  After ¥ left school I was put to learn
dress-making. I ithmnk I really loved learning, and I knew I was clever at
my work; and, now that I had wy liberiy when work was done, I could do
as I pleased and have all the drink 1 could pay for

 But, just then, the drink leut its hold upon me entirely. I had be-
come acquainted with a youuz man, and we came to love cach other
dearly.  Like myself he was well educated and exceedingly fond of poetry.
Not like me, as 1 had been, he could not even bear the name of sirong
drink, It was something about his mother, but 1 never asked particulars
and he never told me.  He never spoke of it but once.  Time went ; we
were happy, he at lus work, 1 at mine, unt.t the old love of the drink re-
turned and scemed to haunt me.  The thought of it never left me, asleep
or awake. 1 bore it as long as I could, then 1 thought I would quict my-
self by having just 2 little; and I went into a tavern to get it.  ‘There the
very smell of it seemed to madden me with lust for it.  ‘The more I drank
the moure T wanted. I became quarrelsome when they would serve me no
more, and they thrust me out. 1 was staggering from the thrust on the
pavement, and should have fallen into the gutter, but a man caught me
arm and held me. I turned upon lim in unreasoning anger and looked in
his face.  ‘There I saw eyes that I knew dilated with horror, lips that 1
loved quivering with disgust and shame.  He helped me to the wall and
leftme. 1 have never seen him since.  But the pure love died out of my
heare and the love of the drnk 100k its place and kept it. It was not like
his fuve, for it never lett me through good or evil.”

Her voice had grown very tender while she was speaking.  The pow-
er of memory, excited by the drink, had carried her back into the past, and
she evidently hved again in the days she described.—* 1 have had many a
bitter fight for it,” she continued.  “Sometimes 1 could go without for
weeks together, then my skill procured me clothing and a decent home.
Agann I must have drink, and home and clothing and money all went for
it. 1 never made companions ; no other man ever spoke of love to me;
the drink destroyed my first dream, and 1 never dreamed again. I have
secn many reverses, sometimes dressed well, quiet, respectable, outwardly
happy, but never for long; at other times I would have to sleep in com-
mon, fever-siricker lodgng-houses, going thence to make the dresses of
fashionable ladies, sometimes sleeping in the market, sometimes in door-
ways, and cven in the den of horrors, the casual ward. My father sent me
money, and T drank it away, until he heard how I was living. Then he
cast me off and died, they said, broken-hearted about me. 1 did not care
—1 coutd not—I only wanted to drink and forgct all unpleasant things. -
Ah, 1t was guod to dunk, for then all I had tust came back to me.  Then
I was away back at schocl, innocent and happy ; then 1 was learning my
business and enjoying it ; then, best of all, the time came back when he
loved me and we spoke of the happy life we hoped to lead when we were
wedded and bad a home of our own. T'o wake from such dreaws to what
1 had sunk to was torturc, and the dreams only came with the drink.  Itis
no wonder I loved it, gave up all for it, never could leave it—that 1 sull
love and crave it”

While she was speaking the excitement of the drink gradually left her ;
a gray, awfui shade was stealing over her face, and she wassilent tor a bricf
space of time. A spasm of pain aroused her, and she said, “Call Bet!
calt quickly !”-—I went io the door and shouted for her friend ; as if wait
g tor the summons, Bet was speedily in the room and looking down upon
her—* More drink, Bey,” she said, “ more driuk ; I'm dying for it.”

But cven Ba saw the time for more drink was gone forever, as she
sank shudderingly upon her knees by the ragged bed - More drink !
again cried Maggie, *only unce morc!  Bet, dun't be hard-hearted now
Muuster, give me the last thing I shall ask for!”  * Let me read—let me
pray with you,” 1 entreated ; “ pray for yoursclf, or it will be oo late.,”

«1 don't want reading. 1 dun’t want prayer— it is too late for these.
I want whiskey, and I must haveit. It has been home, love, Bible, mother,
father, religion, 0 me.  Let me have some once more, only once; 1 tell
you I'm dying forit.  Ah!"” she screamed, * I never thought of it till now,
but I'm gong where they are always * dying for a drop,’ and begging for it
in vain."”

With one tertible convulsive spasm the gray shade scttled doswn upon
the face, never o be lifted any more.—Qut, most giadly into the wild night
to bufiet with wind and min, thinking, as 1 strove on homeward, that 1
would not be concerned with the making or sale of strung drink for all the

money that ever was coined.  “ At the last it biteth like a serpent and
stingeth like an adder.”—* Avoid it, pass not by it, turn from it, and flee
away"——British Messenger,

Public Opinion,

DENOUNCING THE PROPOSED SCOTT ACT EMASCULATION.

SOME SPECIMEN EXTRACTS.

The Scott Act has been given to temporanco reformors who have rogarded
itnotasa {)crl'cct measure but as one calecutated to duminish the ovils of intem-
perance.  If it was considered by the Senate an unadvised wr an objectionable
measure it should nover havo been passed by that body.  But since it has be-
come law and its promoters have gone dilligently to work to put it into cffect,
it is most unjust now to emasculato it.  Neither is it very wise.  Tho Seunte,
as it now exists, has not tvo many fricnds, and it was a stupid proceedmg, to
say the least of it, vo array itself aganst public sentunent upon such a question.
Let us hope the Commons has not so lowt common sense, = Ushaea Vindicator.

Will the country quictly submit to this fresh outrsys ¢ giving an optional
law to the peeple and agkinyg them to say by its adoption or otherwise what their
desires are in that direction ; and when great amounts of tame and mouey have
been expended i registering a verdict, and that verdict plainly in the direction
of absolution, then for men calling themselves honormble legislators to step in
and thwart the public will, is a step backwards which calls for pronounced con-
demnation.  Another nail has been driven in the Senate coflin, and the sooner
the uscless but expensive bauble is blotted from our Dominon the better.—

Bowmanvitle Sun,

» The Senate has been trying to fiud empleyment in tinkering the Scatt Act.
Their nction 1in amending the Act to allow the sale of light wines and beer in
counties where 1t 131 force 13 4 gross msult to the people, and shows what an
anumaly this chamber of superannuated fogies is. Not being responsible to the
peaple they cut and carve at their own sweet will yegardless of public senti-
ment. By their votes the people in these counties have sud we do not want
liquor sold in our borders ; and by their actions this irresponsible voting ma-
chiue called by courtesy the Senate has sought to make the whole thing null
and void aud cast contemp?, on the measure. If this amendment hecomes Iaw,
the Scott Act becomes a farce. It is timo that wo had an elected Senate. It
would bo a healthful surprise to these old gentlemen to be cleaned out of the
polis to let themn know that the people run this country. — Tilsonburg Liberal.

From all parts of tho country most emphatic protests have been made
against the recent mutilation of the Scott Act by the Senate.  This body up-
pears as an eyesore in our system of government ; an irresponsible portion of
a so-called responmible government.  The facts are becommng clearer every year,
that 1ts days arc numbered, and the sovnet it becomes a thing of the past the
better it will bo for the country.  Many of its members are worn out paliticians
who have been rejected by the clectars as unfit to represent them in the Com-
mons, where they would be responsible to their constituents By being
assigned a refuge in the Senate, they are now placed above the reach of thuse,
whose servants they shonld be. and who have to foot the il for their mauten-
ance, aud a heavy bill it is. — Dundalk Heralld,

Tho Scaate has been regarded by many well dispused persons as a uscless
and expensive app-ndage to our xyatem of government, and their recent action
to defeat the wall of the peapte will add largely to the number.  The Scott At
some years ago onygnated 1n that budy and it is worthy of note that all the re-
cently appamted Scnators are now trynne to destroy it The country would not
be a loser if the moral intluence exerted by the various religious bodies was
dirccted in erecting a higher standard of political mormlity for our legislators at
Ottawa than w2 have at present, and msmisting upon those who seck to be
representatives in reaching it.—dAylmer Erprew

The Scott Act was paxsed with the consent of hoth parties, it has heen
carricd in the Countics by a nouparty vote, and the friends of the Act will not
allow it to bo destroyed by a body of men who have no right to interfere with
the expressed desire of the people. The members of the Senate do not represent
the people; they ave appmnted by the Premier, and mest of them have heen
n:jcclc(r by the clectors when they offered themsclves as Candidates for Pariia-
ment.  Itisa strange feature in our government that wen who do not cujuy
the cunfidence of the people, are placed ina pasitton 1o thwart their wishes, Ail
the members lately appointed to the Scnate voted to destriy the Scatt Act,
thaeugh tho electors have adopted the Act by lange wajonties, and ase uppe ed
to auy changes that would make it less effective.  Such an anmualy m wir
governtent must be done away with,  The paople will not aubmit to hiave the
laws which they make, rendered uscless oy adot of old women.  The Senate
must go.—=Ihiflerin Adeertiser.

‘The groat question nosw is, will these amendments be adopted by the Com.
mons? 1f the Commons pursue the proper course, the work of the Scnate can
and will, to a vory great extent, bo repaired. It would be well 1or tho penple
to closcly watch the action of their representatives m thus matter. A maat im-
portant crisis is about bemg reached.  The mapuztance of the mtuation can not
be over-eatinated.  If the Commons stand finn and do their duty, prohilution
is an assured fact within a very brief perind.  The resnlt will be awated with
conniderable anxiety. I would certamly be very mnwise for a reprosemtative of
a coustituency, whero the Scolt Act has been adopted, to vote {or the amend-
ment. Not only would it be deing an injustice to the riding, but it would be

ure political death. —Embro Conrier,
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