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keol of bis Brigantine, the Grifin, at Navy
Jsland, just above the Falls of Niagars.
His veasol built, launched, and provisioned,
he sot forth, with Fathor Hennopln aa
chaplain, to coest along Lake Erie, to
build forts at successiva intervals, and to
claim tho territory for the King,

After incredible toil and disaster, inclu.
divg tho loss of his vessel in Lake Huron,
La Sallo eventually found his way to the
mouth of the Mississippi, and crowned his
achicvements by tho annexation of the
whole country for Louis and Franco, Some
years afterwards, as is well known, in re.
frring to the scene of his exploratory tri-
umphs, ho fall by the ahot of a mutineer in
Texas,

WITH CHARLEVOIX'S VOYAGE

along tho shores of Lako Erie, in the summer
of 1721, and with the erection of Forts
Gratiot (Pt. Edward) Ponchertrain {Detroit)
and Michillimakinac, the scene of Pontiac’s
diro treachery, which earned for Jhe dusky
chief of the Ottawas Parkman’s title of ¢“the
Satan of the Forest Paradise,” we have o
spaco at present to speak. The ourtain of
French occupaticn of the Weat, we cannot
butregret, descends on & sceneofhumiliation
enacted atDetroit in 1769, when the fort cap-
jtulated to Major Rogors and his Raungers,
inobedienco tothe orders of the Marquis do
Vaudrenil, which bitterly emphasized the
close of French rule on the continent of the
New World, and the fall of Quebec.

Full of disaster as wasthe rule of the
French colony at Quebec, there was a time
when bope beamed on the fruits of French
exploration and sottlement in the West,
The daring and ambition of the young
French nollesse nothing could daunt ; and
their enterprise laid the foundations, of that
tradowhich led tothe partial opening up of the
Province, though it was ever and anon re-
tarded by tho rivalry of the English of tho
seaboard. In pursuit of

THE FUR TRADE,
that great source cf wealth to the peoplo
of both nations, thesc trails to tho west be-
came avenues of commerce which it war im-
portant for the French to hold, and for
the English to obstruct, or strive to obtain,
To conscrvo the trado for the French Crown,
aswo have sen, anumber of forts were
carly catablished in the West, which had
Frontcnac (Kingston)as theirbase of supply.

As trade oxpanded, and rivalry grew
kecner, Fort Rouillo (Toronto) was erected
in 1749, to guard the passage by the River
Humber,

On the south side of T.akoe Ontario the
French had already a fort at Nisgara; while
the English had established a rival poat at
Chouegen, now Qswego. The Hudson and
the St. Lawrence were then, s now, in di-
dircct antagonism inthe matter of trade.
Commerce sought the most advantagoous
market, and the restrictive imports of the
French at Queboc, and the bigh price here
of commoditics offered in exchange for the
products of the chasc, threw muchof tho
tratfic of the Indians, by the valley of tho
Mohawk, into the hands of the English,
This naturally embittered the fcelings of
the Freach for their hercditary enemios of
the scaboard, and gave local zest to the con-
test, which waslong waged between XEng.
!and and France, But the end of tho atrife
between the two nations was at hand, and
though the rival routes of trade were atill
10 ho fought over, French dominion in the
New World was to pass into tho hands of
the Enqlish, and the Lilies of France wero
%0 give way to tho Crois of St. George. But
joat before this bappened, calamity overtook
the tour trading poats on Lake Ontatio.

In 1756 Chonegen fell before the daring of

onol Bradstreet lovolled Yort Frontenac
with the dust. In the samo yoar, aftera
short aiego, Fort Niagars surrendered ;
while the French atockade at Toronto, to
prevent its falling into the hands of the vic.
torious English, was destroyed by order of
M. do Vaudreuil, tho Governor.
Of the importance of the trading-post
which guarded ¢ the pass by Toronto,” and
which now hiatorically disappears, thercis
on record tho statement of Sir Wm, John-
son, embodied in a despatch on Indian
aflairs, to the LEarl of Shelburne, that for
the monoply of & season's trado with the
Indians at Fort Rouille, could the poat be
restored, traders would be willing to give as
much as a thousand pounds {
Such was the value attached in 1767 to
the trade of ¢ the Pass by Toronto,” a
value which its locaticn and other advan.
tages wore increasingly to heighten, and a
quarter of a century afterwards was to be
turned to fresh account.
——— e A e ————
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DY REV. WM. ENGLISI{.

In our utilitarian age, cui bono is being
continually aaked ; and unless a marketable
value is the reply, but little attention isapt
to be given to it. There may be other con-
siderations that aro important in then-
solves and beyond all valuo as they aflect
health and morals, but unlces we can show

tions or represontations, they generally fall
upon inattentive cars.  ““Tho Charmer’
charms uselessly, charm he cver so wiscly.
Now, against this carthy and worldly spirit
wo astrengly and solemnly protest, It
makes us too grovelling. It provents the
entrance of ideas which are accompanied
with pleasures affording higher enjoyment
than money can purchase. Nor can wo
bring ourselves to belicve that these brief
articles on the Rahamas in TRUTH are influ-
enced by theso considerations, but rather
will welcome ideas of an xathetical and spi-
ritual nature.

Wo proceed, therefore, in our description
of theso Islande. They aro important, and
desorve to be more extensively known and
more highly valued in a sanitary point of
view, Free from those deneo forests, im-
pervious jungles and broad morasses which
often in the West Indics proper, and in
Demerara particularly, engender malaria,
fever, and death, and which render those
places deleterious to European constitu-
tions, Conatantly fanned by the breath of
Old Ocean, which in the months of January
and February is richly perfumed with tho
fragrance of thousands of wild flowers and
the odor of shaddock cnd orango blossoms,
and moderately supplied with tho necessar.’
ica and conveniences of life, tho Bahama
Islanda are some of the most healthy in the
world, and the climato the most delightful
imaginable. The summers thero aro rarely
oppressivo, while winter—if we may usothe
term where frost is unknown and aleet only
occasional—brings with it a chango suffi.
cient to mako its beneficial effect felt upon
the constitution. Vo have becn often glad
to put on a light cloth overcoat, but goner-
ally folttho winterbracing and exhiliarating
in the extrome. Notbing can bo more plea-
sant than a railing excursion among tho Ba-
hama Islands. The water is aa clear as
crystal, so shallow that the whits, chalky
Lottom is gencrally visiblo, disclosing its
aca corals of exquisito beauty, its conches,
spongoes or fish, changing ita hue with the
paasing clouds that 8it across its surfaco—
now tinged with deepoat groen, now ahaded

with brightest gold, aud, if gently moved

Nontcalm, and shree years aftcrwapds Col.} by the winds, fSashiog as thongh paved with

that there are cash values in our descrip-.

myrinds of diamonds. At night tho wake
of the boat may be discerncd by a stream
of light for a hundred yards or more, caused
by the infinitely small and numorous phos-

phorescent animals or insccts abounding in
tho seas, Tho scenes are lovely ; the ro.

gion constitutes an carthly paradise, and wo
have xnown the most satoniehing cures cf-
focted upon invalids by the magic influcnce
of its climate,

Ono instance may be mentioned by ua, as
it will strikingly show the bealthiness of
theso islands and their value as temporary
abodes in the caseof invalide. Tho ceso al-
luded to was that of an American gentlo-
man, & M, D. by profession. \When heo,
came to Harhor Land, whero we then
dwoelt, ho was in a very enfeebled stato of
health; when he landed ho secomed to be
more dead than alive. Ie was suffering
{rom a severo nervoun affaction, baving his
upper and lower extremities partially para.
lyzed, It was with the utmost diffiouity
he could move one foot bofore the other,
or hold the lightest object in his hands.
Now tho gentleman, solely from the influ.
ence of the climate—{or he used no medi-
cine, and confined himaelf to fruit and vege.
table diet, utterly discarding all kinds of
stimulants—was so greatly benefited by a
nino monthy’ residonco in the Bahamaa that
at the oxpiration of that period ho was able
to walk about Harbor Island with as much
oazo and sagility as any man on the island;
had nearly tho perfect use of his hands, and
had sccured for himeelf tho moat oxtensive
practico of any physiclan in the place. It
was wcll known thero that when he left at
the end of nine months he took away not
only his recovered health and strength, but
also & nice sum of money honorably sccured
by his medical practico on the island.

o have mot with sevoral cases of lon-
gevity on thess islands—individuals who
have excceded one bundred years--both
among the white inhabitants and the black
This may bo easily accounted for by the
aalubrity of the climate, from the temperats
habits of the individual and from the in.
dustrious and cheerful way in which they
spend their time,

It was a fine, clear day in March, no
clouds obscurcd the skies. The sunshono
with a brilliance peculiar to tho tropics,
and the light breeze bore us steadily toward
tho Bahamas, at the rate of cight knotsan
hour.

Tbere were several passengers beside the
mission family on board, all eagerly looking
out for somo sigos of Iand. We had en.
deavoured to ecnliven the monotony of the
voyago by reading, pacing tho decx, watch.
ing the flight of sea gulls, flying fish,or an
occasional game of chequers.

Suddcnly one of the sailorson the look
out cried : ¢ thoro ina shoal of dolphine to
windward,” All was now excitement., A
lino and hook were acon procured, and with
a suitablo bait, an cffort was made to pro-
curo ope of theso delicious fish for our din,
ner,  With what cagerncas we watched tho
Dbait, as it rose occasiozally on tho top of a
wavo toward our Icc. Syeculation was rife,
1Will tho fish take tho bait ?  If so0, will the
ahark, 20 abundant in thoso wators, sufler
us to land it on deck, or will it swallow it
in its capacious maw?

A sudden tention of tho linois obscrved !
A jerk—a plunge to the right, ard thenty
tho left—and we know that something had
been caught,  With considerablo difficulty,
for tho fith mado deaperate cfforts to fres
itself from tho hook, wo hauled it alongside of
tho good ship Alberta,

It proved to be a large dolphin, weighing
about twenty pounds. Aftersafely landisg

chnoning  hues as lifo gradually waned
away, and'the soft, plaintive look that would
occasionally flash from its cyes. Ilowever,

it proved a dolicious morsel at our dinner,
whon the excitement and cxereiso of catch

ing it had exzgendered & suitablo appetito
for its consumption. :

After dinnor wo know wo wero approach-
ing our destination, The air coming from
tho land was heavily perfumed with the
odours of orange, shaddock, and tropical
blossoms, Laud birds, of rich plumage,
would occasionally bo seen darting across
our path, Tho sea became clear, and the
seawoceds, filled with innumerable zoophytes,
clung around the bows of our vessol. Oo-
casionally n white sail bolonging to those
trim and swift schoonors peculiar to the
Bahama group of islands would appcar on
the horizon, or psas us with a loud and
hearty cheer, given from their decks, Socon
we beheld, what at first 2eemed a low cloud

roating on the horizon to the west,
then it took the form of a sand-bank,
so lttle was it elovated above the sur.
face of the ocean; and finally we could,
descry the giant palm with its tufts of
feathery leaves, and the useful cocoanut with
its imwencs clusters of nuts, appsrently
growing out of the water. Ase we rapidly
approached land tho large residences of the
merchants, tho humble cottages of the
labourers peeping out from between orange
and sapadillo trees, with tho palatial home
of tho Governor and the barracks of the
soldiers and artillery burat u .on our view.
By this timo we had come ..car tho mouth
of tho harbour, (and, having been boarded
by a pilot) had only to cross the bar which
lics across its port, guarded by a light.
house, whea we anchored safely ia Naszau
Harbour in front of tho town of thesamo
name the City of Now Providence, the
metropolitan of tho Bahama group of
Islands.

Sevoral Christisn friends hastened on
board to greet us, and bid us o hearty wel-
come to their bezutiful city and hospitable
homes. It did not tako long to prepare for
landing A hasty ablution and a change
of linen woro wel:omo after a sea voyage,
and then up the gang way, over the sido o
tho ship, and into a well-manued gig and
away wowent to tho spacious home of R,
., Esq. with whora wo found royal cnter-
sinmentwhile we renained in the city,

QOar provious sojourn in somo of the
Caribbean Islands had somewhat propared
us for the sights which we beheld on the
following days, Yet wo woro agreeably sur.
prised to discover 2igus of intellectual and
raaterial Jimprovement boyond our expec-
tation. Tho atreets on tho afternoon were
well patroniscd by whito and coloured in-
habitants. Many of both clasecs driving
good substartial carriages snd phactors;
with high.me.talled, showy horses, occasion.
ally a single horsc, but in general a pair,
with tho dris er acated in front, all evincing
well-.to-do, prosperous citizens, and in.
dicating a disposition to enjoy the pleasnres
and refinoments as well as the necessaries of
life,.  The majority, of course, wero
pedestrians but all could bo well dres-
scd, rapectful and emiling. Tho ladios
arrayed in tho height of fashion among
tho whiles, and many of tho coloured not
far bohind thom in attire, whilat the labour.
iog portion would havo a spotless whito
muslin dress and a macasser handkerchiof
ticd up in tho form of an inverted pyramid
upon their heads—graceful in appearance
and hocoming tho shado of their faces, We
found afterwards that tho drives oxteadod
to about threamiles boyond the city to what
wa3 called the turn round, all on the brink of

it on tho deck, it was affecting to scoits

tho ocean, shaded with evergroens, whilo tho




