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Nemneele iSI "conVincOd," the marking systoîn ia3 the 'îrng syetem exists at A'cadia in its lenst,
Ilinconeistent; with the true onds of education," objectionablo form, and instead of cnrping at what
(a&conviction which 18 not eustainod by hie reason- 1is s0 fan~ superior to, the Bystoms obtitinirîg in many
ing) what would ho substituto for ii ? Would ho other of our colleges, those enjoying the advantages
abolieh recitaiions because their "4end ie to recite which, this systom affords should congratulate
rathor than Co* learnP" If Nemesie would defino themeolves on thoir position.
somne of t.Ae tarins ho uses and generalize lesa, we As an evil attendanit on the marking systoîn,
migit, have a more intelligible idea of his meaning. ' Temesis cites the Ilcomparative unimportance of

Tbe giet of the matter ie bore. It is indiepene- the terminai oxaminations." Butany student who
ably necessary in any college, that some means of lias exporîenced the operation of the examining
determining the relative worth of scholar8hip sy8temn uscd alone> wiIl agroe with me that tliis is
ehould ho used, and the choico lies between compo- ai; wor8t a blossing in disguise-if incleed it ie fair
titive examinations, and encli examinatione used in to call it an "levil" at ail. Nemesie objecte that ho
conneotion wîth a syetem of rocording the standing bas only two bho'irs in which -by a 'vritten examin-
&uf etudente as judged by thoir weokly or monthly ation-he is to nýake a mark, batweon which, and
work. To say that as mon are called up in clase the hie term standing in any partici:!ar subjoot, his
fatal pencil je balanced to catch and record ihe average is to ho dot ormined. Lot us see thejuetice
tilightest Etlip in eaeh individual re-.itation, ehowi of this complaint. First lot the writer prom.ise
tînat Nemesie neithor underetande tho principle nor that his oxperience o? searching and comprchensive
application o? the systern ho is contending against. examination pipers at Acadia College and else-

As a etrong plea for the marking sysem miglit where, precludes bis accel)ting Nemeosis' estimate,
ho mentionod the necessity wMch it involvea of that in two hours, only a twenty-fifth part of the
daily work on the part of the etudent, and the terrn's work can ho covered. New, at Harvard,
avoidance of that bane of the examination sy8tcm, for instance, a three hours written examination
cramming. The habite o? etudy, formed by 4uhe covers the whole torni's work la any o? the mimer-
necessity of doîng at toast some work each day, ous courses -on her c.nrriculum, and by the resuit
aro in marked contrasi; with thoso engendered in the etudent must; stand or fali. But as Nemesie
Institutione wher& no record either o? attendance can only accompileli in two 'hours a twventy-fifth,
or scholarehip, je kept, w'nere the student ie hie part of what ho wvould like to do, he would claim.
own: master as to how and when ho wilt work, snd of an indulgent FaculLy the privilege of an exam-
as a consequence in six weeks, or lese, at the eud of ination fifey hours long, ln order to test hie know-
the termn, does the session'e work for hie examin- lege of the subject in hand. If lie would dlaim thie
atloua. This. argument appliei, with peculiar force as hie due under the preseut systera at Acadia
10w. that by the iaicreased. efficiency of oui echoole where the termn marks coutit for haif the etudent'e
and academies, the average age o? thA college etu- standing, we must conclude that were lie at Har-
dent ie mneh esB than. formerly, and ho requires vard or any other Institution where aIl depends on
more than ever to ho guided and direeted ini hie the final examination, hie would consider him-zelf
work. uinfairly treated if lie were not allowed an examnilu

Perfection. cannot bo claimned- for the. narking ation of at Ieast eight days 1
slysteni as sucli, stili tees can iL bo predicated of the »At the. close cf his communication, the argument
systera of terminal e:caminations as a fair test, but of your correspondent proves its own*.'%emeq8, for-
the writer claims. that at Acadia botli are applied hie conctudes by reeommnending a very questionable
in. sucit a way- as to produce the best possible re- form cf applying the systoîn which lie bas ail along
sults:-and give satisfaction to those who, recogniiz- been condemningr namely, the supptementing. cf
ing the, evils o? both systeme, have thus souglit to. the written examinations, by an oral one. Ifag.lie
apply thoni. At Acadia College, i nstead. cf pro- argues, tiei would diminifàli the evit of writtena ex-
eceedi»g on. the. principte o? choosing. the, lese cf aminations, a fortiori does the rnarking.syterh, for.
WhUt NeMet3Se wonld cati two Ilneceseary evile," it ïa merety an oral examination systemnatlized andý
the. more. juidicious and. eatutary course bas been exiended over a greator period cf thne so. as to.
takon of. -sdopting botli, eo mcdified, and. adminis- operate with the lest possible injustice.
tered a to 'o practicatly robbect cf moat o? theiýr On, this point it je noticeable, that while at +,he
atteýndant evils. Ae the reenît of thie combinatiop. beginning -of hie Iast paragraph Nemesie bewitile.


