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te cluan>i the lîeart. Vhnt change le wrouglît by theo wv
Spirit et God tlirougli tluo trLth. Front the vision, et AN

tlb. Love.cf Christ in giving Hfiniseif a rausoni fur us, nt
there s prnll u ini the beart a responsive love le M, 1hv
tluroughi w lîicl the -%ui le transformed iuto 111e

gnui.e s 
Ili~ u

Our blesed Lard1, who auticîpated the phase cf I
errer we have s poken of as well as ail others, pro- d

vided a perpetual antidote te it lu the cacred Supper. t

Every tinue tbat Ordinauce le observcd lu the way lie CI

appointed, il calte vividly heffire the mids et Hie tE
people tir. sheddiug of Hie blood as an atonement for e
man' sinm, aud nuakes plain tbereby whaî, la the
exceeding elifuluess cf sin, which brought tbe Son i

of Ged te the duet of deatlu, Ihal il le an evil aud a et
bitter thîing whicli the Lord Ued baltes. And the fr
believing cominrunucaul, thus instmuctcd through
Divine grace muoro ami more die-§ uinte sin aud lives a
uinta rigleeuenes.99
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Golden Text Sermonette. a

BY TIIE REV. A. B. MACKAY, D.D., MONTREAL.

For ithe Reloieu.
Xatthew zaly. 42. Watd. tIerefure fur » kituw nul wi,&t huur Your Lurd duot 4cowe

Jesus our Lord le cominug back te Ibis earlh &gain. a
lu regard te Ibis comiug thcre are two evils agaiuist
wbîch we simould guard. The firet je the hereey of
denying that Ho is ceîning. *The cect -id la the Iunacy t
of fixing the lime of Hie comiug Th3 heresy sud lthe
luuacy werk int each others hanide aud il is bard ta
say w h lb of tbemr bas doue tire grealer damnage. t

We are sure tbe Lord le corniug because we bave
been told se agalu aud again iu the Holy Seriptures.
WVe are sure ne one eau, tel the lime, because Jesus t
says "0Of Ihat flay aud heur knoweth ne eue, tnt even,
th. augets of Hleaven, neither the Son, but th. Father
enly." Those wbho profes te lcnow the turne dlaim te
knew more Ibsu Jesus did-ant hal le presumplion.
Thosge wbo say Ihal Hie coraiug ineans notbing more
Iban the pelilical sud s9ocial, nmeral and spiritual
improveinent of masn, laugh aI the eburch~a dearest
hepe-aud thal le inockery. Let us beware bath of 4

Ibis mockcry of inockers, sud Ibis preeurmpl'ou of
lunatices aud listesî ta Jesus who 8ays " Vatch Ibere-
fore fer ye kuow net what heur your Lord delh corne."
If He le net coming, what coula be more absurd Ihan
le watch for Ilm? If ive knew the heur wlien H1e is
comnîg, wbere would be the need of watcbîng, untîl
limaI heur came. But if we knew thaI, He me certannly
ceuuiug sud yet are utlerly ignorant as le wben He me
coung, theniwe ougbt le walch. for Hlm ail tire lime.
As Au ustine sys t"'The st day le bl d from us Ihat
ever ~ay may be observed by u11.

The eemiug of Jesus wll be sudde sund. unex-
pected. Everythiug lu the world will be goiug oui

ns usual wbeu H. appears. Men will ho estin u
driuking, buyiug aud selliug, plautiug aud buildiug,1
hoeiug aud giiidig, narryiug and giving ilumarriate
up le the very moment lie apeas A - reek proverb
eays 1'The feet cf the avengiuug deilies are sbh with
wool." Therefore ne oue eau hear Iheir appreach,
Ibey corne without the least wariting. Thus shall the

cnigof lthe Lord ho. Therefere H1e sys, NVatclh!
ewdeawake, be expectant, be ready ta receive me.

lie wbo walches le a fàltbftii sud wuse servant, who
wheîî His master cornes le fouîud busy aI lb. work

ïiVen hlmi le do, sud wlîo in highly prornoled for hie
tailhfiulueq. lie wbo sys ln bus heurt, <(watever he
Baye iu bis head, bis lheory &bout tbe Lord's coming
maLy bo quille Scriptural) "1 my Lord larrielb," je ant

evil servant a-be tyrannîzes over hie fellow servante
and fmats wilh bis Lord's inemmies, sud who in eut
asunder sud ban bis portion~ with tbe hypocrites wbere
there le weepiug aud gnashiug of teelb. Wsleth there.

fore.

A " Degenerate " Church!1j
J. MERV1N 9RULIL.

This is tbe adjective used bý' many iu referring 10,

the church te-day. Dishearteliug fadia are brought
fora-ard le prove lthe accusation, Iu mn u aes

rlies triuiplim Over piritualit3'. fellowsliW1
.ailowed up in 8soeiety. ~ocPrOfcssiug Chrietiai1
e showxî ta b. diolboet; Borne, even, lead impure
'es.
'rhesc î>aînful fiîtel Cannot be dciîied. 1 believe,

âwever, that many, includlng saine Chrietiaus
achers, epccially evauigeliit8, inake a serious errer
the use of these facts and the inferences which they

raw train them . It la represented thut this state of
luge le a special. mark of our own time; that the
iurch hans fat1en front saine high estate which it once
eld and le revellingilu iiquîty. Itilaprophesîed that
ie kueli of doom le soon to saund above the church
fChrist unless there le a thorough. cleausing out of ail
iiquity, and thîs ie mnade the warning cal1 for mauy
,usa-les of reformn, sorte of them as incohierent and
ulesB as those of the Middle Ages.

À brief glauce at the New Testament churches from
som.wbat unusual point of view will show the error
f' such j udgmout. TVie New Testamient churches are
omnmonIy referred to as if' thcy were entireýly composed
f sucb men aud women .. . John and Paul and Stephen,
nda Plioebe and Priscilla. Thre modern cburcb is tee
onxmonly j udged by tire laleet scandai or embezzle-
ient with whiceh saine churcli-member le connected.
tut Judas was among the twelve; Ananias and lis
pife, a portion of the fruit of I>entecest, lied ta the
Iely (ihost; in Corinth, saine were weak and sîckly,
nd mauy were asleep; 1 reachers of false doctrines
aine among the churces enf Galatia, and they found
lenty of listeners ; endiess genealogies and old wives'

abIes at titnes displaced the gotpel.; Paul was in peril
mng false brethren ; Hymeneus aud Alexander made
hipwreck of the faith -Demas loved'llîis present world ;
hie Galallaus dîd run well, but sooni got tired; and in
?ergamos, which held fast the Precieus Naine, aud
ivbcre Autîpas wae n failliful martyr, even there were
hose wbo pruicticed the idolatrous aud licenîlous rites
f Balaam anîd the Nicolaitanes. This is ont> a par.tial
ist of the evils which beset the church wbueseeo
the discip~les and lioly apostces were stili upon, tire
earth. Il such Ihiugs could destroy the cburch it,
would have perishied lu its iuîfancy'. But il, was founded
upoin a rock, there was given te ilthe p>ower of eternal

litC1, ne mnan could pluck his own freint the bad of

Christ, tire gates of bell could net prevail againel bie
chrurch.

Tiierefore, the clîurch lives aîd stands to-day. Tire
accounts of 'good and evii arc not posted Up aud
balanced every week. Mr. Iuigersoll dueï eot offset
Mr. Moedy. Wheuever Christ liveth iu a manii, ne mnari
caui set on hlm to hinder him; ne, nor aungles, nor
principalities, ner powers. Tire churcb bias lived lu
wcakuess but iu unighity power througli the centuries.
It shall live utîtil the end cf tic world. Il le still far
from being free from every spot and bleuîieh, wlîîch la
cause for humility and pouitence, but net for bopeles
de4pair. Certaiuly ne scheme of llîeolegical lieuse-
clcaiiii eau be the reînedy. Probahly, Jesus was
riglit whlen lie saud fliat wbcat and tares would be found'
growing together uinte the end of the %wnrld. But
tliere le sucli a tlîluu as the uuîeaure cf the stature cf
the fulluese of Christ, and every mani that bath thîlg

hpinliiiii îurifieth biieif, even as lie is pure.-.

The Amniability of Skeptics.
1 believe that every grace and virttuc in humau

cixaracter le rooted lu the love cf tiod. 1 believe that
ire moral beauty or fruilftuluess exilst4 ln tbis fallen
world apart frein 'lthe true Viiie." And yeý w. oflen
see ekeptics wbe are kind-hearted aud benevoleut.
T2he question is, Would they bave becu se if they Wa
net becu bora aud lived under the iufluences of the
Goepel? A writer, dîscuesiug the subjeet, usedl tbe
compLrSio of a rosebud. If the rose la eut and

racgél water, il will blossou seoner thst the ister
bud tatare efouhebs-but lb. bloom will

leave ne seed. So ran the argument. Unbelievers of
the firel generation* may display even more Ihazi
ordinaryCh% stian virtue, but it is of a kîud that does
not propagate iteelf, aud the agnostic of the second
generation usually displays a very low phase of
ethical developuient.
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