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BA RL YDAYS IN TUEFAR WEST.

The larger field of Vctoria being occupicd by the Rcv.
John Hall, sent out by the Presbytcrian Church i Ircland, the
flrst rissienary frem.the Canada church to the*(then) colony
cf TBritish Columbia- the Rev. R. 1Jarnieson settted nt New
Westninister carly in 1862. and in December cf the faltow-
ing year, opened St. Andrew's Ctsurch, a substantial frame
building, new used as a lecture room and Sabbath schoot.

The histery cf the celeny in those days , and fer many
year3 afterwards, was.likc the sieîy cf an April day-and such
aise was the histery cf the pioncer churs.h. But the church
in Canada steod maîîfuily by its mission, andl the missienflry
stoed manfully by bis wortc. It was svork wich made large
demnands an faith and patience. The reactien had set in
after the irst great Il rush"I to the coleny ; the beginnings of
permanent seulement and sober going industry were slow and
feeble ; the nomadic spirit ivas stiit strong. Congregations
gathercd slewvly and mctted quickty.

After four years of ardueus and trying work, Mr. Jamie.
son rernovedte Nanaimo, whcre the growing importance of
the ceai mines seemed te proinise a field cf larger usefulness,
and the Rev. D. Duffl whe had been appeînted to Caribeo,
and had laboured there for a year under many disc..urage-
ments, tonk charge of the work in New Westminster, whcrc
hecentinued te supply acceptably for abeut eighteen menths
At the end o! that time, hewever, the many disceuragements ef
the field-the ovcrcast skies which, as theifluctuating pepula
tien followed this or that ncw Ilexcitement," se quickly and
constantty followed each brief gleam a! sunshine-proved *toe
mucb fer bim, and he returned ta Canada, lcaving New West
minster urisupplied ; and for some tîve years service was con
ducted ence each Sabbath, and the Sabbath schoel kept up
by Messrs. J. Rabsen (now Premier e! the Province,' J. S.
Clute (nrsw Cllector cf Customs at New Westminster), and
ather members a! the Church.

Meanwhite, in Nanaime, en Vanceuver, Mr. Jamieson had
planted the blue banner and rallied around it a nunîber of
leyihl Presbyterians.

In Victoria, an unfortunate state of things had cerne about
The Rev. John Hatt had gene to New Zeaiand, and Rev. T
Semnerville, whe carne out frem Scetland te succeed bim, had
withdrawn frem the First Church, which was simply Pres-
byterian, and bad organized St. Andrew's Church, in connec'
tien with the Church ef Scettand, teaving the First (or Pani-
dera Street) Churcb vacant and cf course, much weakened.

This action was everruted for geod, but à was regarded
at the time as an act of schism, and the sympathies ot the
New Westminster and Nanaimo cengregatiens were se
strongly with the First Churcli, that they willingty .:censented
te Rev. Messrs. Duff and Jamieson alternating in the werk of
giving it occasional suppy-a work which was continued by
Mi-. Jamieson atone after Mr. DufT's return te Canada. Thus
for seme twe years after the latter e.ent, our pioncer mission.
ai-y, aided by a few faithfut iaymen, struggted with the task of
keeping alive three weak churches, each a day's journey from
the other. It is needless te say the banner drooped a little-

-nec toenen consuprebatur.
The year 1869 brouglit with it brigliter days. Tbe'appeals

frian New Westminster and Nanaime induced the Canada
Church te send eut the Rev. W Aitkeii, a man cf great attain-
-ments, bu-, as the resuit proved, cf tee intensely studious and
retiring disposition for pioneer work. On his arriva], it was
determined that bce shoute take Vancouver Island, Mr. jamnie-
son returniaîg ta TNew Westminster, where bce received a very
warmn wetcome. Scon after his return he established preacli-
ing stations nt the Nerth Arm, feurteen miles belev, and at
Maple Ridge and Langley, twelvc and.eighteen m-.. abave
New Westminster, att on the Fraser, where were the begin-
nings cf new prespereus egricultural settlements, then peo-
pIed cbiefly by Scotch and Ulstermen. At tbese places Mr.
Tamnieson held service as frequently and regutarly as possit>ie,
preaching aise accasionally at Moodyville and Granville (noîv
Vancouver) on Burrard Inlet.

In Victoria and Nanairne, Mr. Aitken laboured fer a tttle
more than two years, winning a permanent place an the affec-
tiens of many ; but in the sumnmer cf 1871, hel tao, retired
firn the field, and about the saine time Mi-. Somervalle -vas
succeeded in the pastorate of St. Andrew's, Victoria, by Rev.
S. Macgregor, between whomn and Mr. Jamieson a cordial
fiiendship ivas at once established.

St. Andrew's, New Westminster, wth the outstations
already mentiened, and St. Andrew's, Victoria, with outstations
at Craigflower and Cedar Hill, were now supplîed, but tbe
First Churcli, Victoria, and the Nassaimo Church were
vacant.

British Columbia had been admitted inte the Dominion,
and the effect 'vas seon feit in an increase of immigratier,
especially to the iich agricultural lands cf New Westminster
District. This increase o! population macle the work at Mi-.
jamieson's outstations mare important, and at tlic same time,
by inci-easing bis homne work, macle it mare difficutt for- him te
attend te then'i, se tiat, for seme years, lic lived in a ceo.ition

ID o! constant effort te overtake duties which grew lheavier
mantb by month ; and was, cf course, unable to give any
help te Nanaime. We al, therefere, baited witi jav the an.
telligence that the Colonial Committeceof the Cliurch of
Scotand had been induced by Mi-. Macgreger te maice a

*grant of $5,ao a year te tbe field, in order tiat the vacant
places nigit be flled up, and neîw ground occupiedl.

In 1875 Revs. G. Murray, A. Dunn, W. Clyde, and A.
Nicholson werc settled at Nicola Valley, Langley (includingz
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Maple Ridge), Nanaîme and Victoria District respectivetY,
and Presbyterianism began ta take something tike its proper
place in the province. Abouat the saine time, Rev. J. Rced, a
Congregational minister,. was called and settled in the First
Churcli, Victoria, where he remained untat 1881.

After the settlement of the abave-narned iîinsters, the
Presbytery of Britsi Colunmbia ;Church of Scotiand, was
formed, rvhich Mi-. Jarieson, with the consent of his congre
gatian, joined-it being understood, however, that the union
was ta be temporary, for mutuat hcip onty, and was nat to bc
caasidered as severing the connection bctwveen St. Andrew's,
New Westminster, and the Prcsbyterian Chiurch in Canada,
te wiich ait cengregationat contributions for missions, etc.,
werc te go. In November, 1877, Rcv. B. K. McEtînon joined
the Presbytery and setted in Conox, north of Nanaime, on
Vancouver Iland.

Thus, fer a time, we were favoured %vith brighter days%, and
it seemed that the -nd o! pioncer life and pioncer :onditions
was rapidly drawing near. But the tinte ef Aprit skies ivas
net yet departed.

By the strife o! local interests, the decasion that tbeCani-
dian Pacific Raitsvay shouid reach the occan of the Fraser
Valley, was, for a time, set t3t%,e, and years were spent trn a
fruittess effort te flnd anetier route. Durmng these years the
province practicatty steed stili. Ait tien were afraid to investi
as no anecoculd say vitb iertainty wvheie the r.aiay-the
great artery o! commerce %woutd run , and ibis stagnation,
o! course, told heavity upen the struggtang massions. The
missionarses were distouragcd, and the homne shurc-hes, calied
upon year aftcr year ta make beavy grants an aid of work
which seerned ici yield nu return, were growing impatient un-
der tbe burden. One by une, those who had enteredi upon the
fld, with hagh hopes, dropped awvay, Mr. Macgregor returned
te Scotland and was succceded an St. Andrew s, Victoria, by
Rev. R. Stephen, a nman witb fewcr quatatications for the posi-
taon a! teader, and without the preatige <f pioncer work. Mr.
Murray returned to Nova Scotia , Mr. Nachoîson rcîîred
frem the work ; and Mr. Clyde went to the Lnited States.
Thus, carly in 1882, Messrs. Stephen, of '% ictorma, Dunn, of
LangleY, and McEtmon, of Cnniox, ain connectSon %vith the
Churcli o! Scotland, and aur pioncer, Mr. Jamieson, ivere the
onty ones remaanîng. After a lttle time, Messrs. Liunn and
M :Etmon aIse left the province, and affaîrs camne back to the
condition e! 1871, except that MNI. sî.phen had azen Mr.
Macgregor's place in Victeria.

Meanwhate, the question o! route havang ocen setted,,the
Canadian Paciflc Ratway-the real bond o! unon,-was
pushîng across the continent, and thîs long asoated province
was begînning te teel the pulse e! a new tafe. Early an a1884,
as we began te congratulate aurselves that sliîd and settlcd
prasperity in Churci and State atike was te bc the rule, our
pioncer was catted upon ta tay down atas ork. He had
taboured tcnig and faitifulty and others were to enter upen
bis labeurs. brouglit by severe illness to the very brink ot
the grave, Mr. Jamiesan feit obliged te rcsign, and at a con-
gregatienat meeting an the a17th o! Apral, a1884, his resagnation
was reluctant1v acccpted, and a lîberat retarang alaowance
voted him far Elle. At the same meeting, the congregation
usked for admittance inte the Presbytery of Tarante, and ap-
pointed commissioners therc, to choase a minister for the
Churcli. The choice tell upon the Rev. J. S. McKay, (so
greatly toved, soe 'arly tost) and an the folIewin& August lie
was bappily settted in the pastoral charge. an whm.h hbcen
tinued te tabot.r earnestty and successfully for flfteen months,
when the attness which in the May foitowang terriinated bis
life, compelled tbira ta relinquishbibs work. His congregatton,
however, refused te accept bis resîgnatien, and he was pastor
tit bis death.

Shertly afier the settement o! Mr. McKay tbe Fîrst
Churcli in Victoria (whîch Mi-. Reed had left au 188a, and
which i the inlg-val had had two mînîsters, Mr. Smith and
Mi-. Gamble, bath e! whem had left,, had jomncd the Cana-
dian Churcli, and calted the Rev. D. Fraser, who bas becn very
successful in building up a straa'g cengregation.

Rcv. T. G. TLompson, flrst appo nîed ta Granville and the
North Ai-m combined, was the next addition to Our btrengtb,
and bis arrivaI was speedity followed by an application to the
General Assembly te erect a Presbytery .n the Province (to be
called "' Columbia," as the Presbytery o! " Brttth Columbia
in cannectien wth the Church o! S..otland had still a nemi
nal existence), and in August, i1886, the Presbytery was duly
constituted, the fi-st meeting being held, appropriately. in
St. Andrew's, New Westminster, under the Moderatorship ef
Rev. R. Jamieson, when the members received a vcry hcarty
welcome frein the congregatian.

Here this sketchy and imperfect record e! earty days must
end. Tie history o! the tarit fesv years is one o! very rapid
expansion. In New Westminster a nev and statelier St. An-
drew's (under the pastoral care ai Rcv. T. Scooter, late ef
Hamilton) i-cars its mass o! brick above the roof e! the etd
frame churcli. St. Andrew's, Victoria. bas joined the Cana.
.dian Church, and prospers under the minîstry of the Rev. P.
McF. McLeed, and its fermer autstatians furm a separate
'charge under flic faitiful care of Rev. D. McRae. The North
.Arm, Langtey, and Maple Ridge: reap tic fruits e! pioncer
struggle under the ministry o! Revs. J. A. Jaffary, A Tait and
A. Dunn, (tht latter havîng3oined the Canadian Church and
returncd 'o the province. Old Granville lias blessamed eut
inte the fine cîty of Vancouver, where Mr. Thomnson's church
lias tbrown off two vigox-eus saplings-ene under the minis-
try of Rcv. E. D. McLaren, B.D., and the other in canncc-
tien with the Piesbytcrian Churci o! the United States. At

anlops, Donald,Revelstoke,up inta the mounitains whcre fthc
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Presbyterics cf Catgary and Cettumbia juin hounds, are stations
of aur church, where doubtless much of the experience of
early days-minus thc isolation-ms met with ; white at Nicola
Valley and Nanaimo, two able and fattbfut sans of the Old
Kirk-Messrs. M urray and Mller-stili labour.

Now brigha, nov sari,-ire the memories of the carly
days. borne of the pioncers are ith us stti, ahough many
have removed ta other lands, and many have fallen asi ipi
"It bas been ours ta plant the aunrn where ane day shail risc

the tati and statcly oak ; and iiay (,od shieloa t n His mercy
and dcfend it by 1-is might.» JOIIN C. BlROWN.

NVe-w es1munster, Dec., rSS9

DEGIEES, J VISE AND)OTHER WISE.

MR. EoaTOR,-Your rcmarks in a late issue re degrees
were very opportune and call lor more than a passing
notice.

You have hit the nail on the head and given it a very gond
blow at the sanie time. Some inay thmnk you scverc and ex.
trente, but, as the nid sav lias it," If the cap lits let it bc put
on.",

The degret wave has been passing nver us tur sanie lime
ani bias its origin on the other side of the fine.

The -reation of sa many Q.C. s of the Bar and sa tmany
l).D.'s ilmost threatens us wmith aî detuge of that kind and s
fast bringing honourable distinctions anto contempt and Ml.
favour. The reason wtiy these are --onferred n many n.
stant.es ts, as you say, an inscrutable nîystery. rhtrt can bc
anly one opinion, that %vhen a student takes a fuil course mn
one of out Canadiai Universîies and Cakes at tast lits hache.
lor or Master o! Arts lhe -aîzaee, aiveii-metited distinion that
îvdi flCVCL di5gr.t.e h&in J hie ducà àotdis~s.ei ît-.an honour-
able h,îndle ta h;b nanie thdt muàt bc earned by tiose appla.
Lation, indaotry aund burnin', of the naidnig*at oit.

You rernarie in eîlect that men inait li nes -ire being judged
hy tvhat they are z.nd what they have done and flot by hav-
ing a handie ta their nrames. Trae, every word ofi t, and
more truc than first intended. A mnan who gains a degree,
say at our Provincial Universit>, shotas what he is and what
hie can do. Some fait after repeate.. effarte. Samie can scarccty
pass a single e\amninaton .vîth ,u,.ceàs oSr.-redit. A degree
-len acquired in this way mreans brainb, push, indutry, andeed
ill the cesnnts if sus.i.essful sq-hularahip. Suppose, however,
,bat a man is seizcd wth a rabies tu obtain a Master of Arts.
H-e lias not the training or sý.ho!arship Co take a fuit unSversity
,ourse sa hie quietl> corresponds with bomne Arneracan factory
where these are madle and sold ta order, then hie flaunts the
miserabte hoa>x in the face of the public and patois hnseif off
as possessing al. the acîurements that such a degree irm-
plies.

1 ask, does flot such a couis.e show what the man as and
whattlhe can do:ý His truc snwardness is displayed. Such
a course is, ta saý the teast, zoNvardly and dishonest. A large
number ofaout prominent mnt'sters have no degrees. I'hey
could have procured them in the above way, if se dasposed,
but as men of honour and self-respect they wautd nat.

But it as more than hinted that some have. Happily they
are the exception and not the ride. The degree af D.D. is
becoming very commun in oui- Cturch. Evtry Il clusing "
nom secs an addition te its nuriiber. It is to be earnestty
heped that the senates cf aur colteges watt be very careful ta
whomn they distribute these favours. Very tttle fautt can be
found as yet. H-avang a friend at court shauld nevz-r bc al-
lewed ta weSgh the teast an such an important matter, untess
backed by reat schotarship and menat. Netther shotild personat
popularity. A minister may be very anuch betoved by bas
brethren and wcll warthy of regard and stili not onc upon
whom the toga virilis cf D.D. coutd bc ptaced wth satisfaction
to the public. Dur ing aur theologacal course we kncw a
student who obtained by vote o! hs feitow-students the praze
for beîng the best public speaker. He was anything but
worthy of the hornatr. He was presumnabty a great faveurate
and was an elegant scholar, but madle ne impression in the
pulpit or on the ptatform. For years hie trîed ta get a cati but
failed.* It is to bc earnestty hoped that our colleges watt not
confer D.D.'s on this principle.

WVhat are the qualifications for D.D.-cauaci onoris ?iIn
general îorne signal, special service rendered t u ta Church.
W~e use the words signal and special tsdvsedly-other-
'vise the rank and file who do stcrling honest work for Christ
(ram day te day woutd merit this honour in a special manner.

The venerable and laborieus clerks of assembty, a'ir mod-
erators, aur professors are eminently worthy of the distinction.
To bc famous in literaluie, ta have writien books ef great use-
futness Chat take hold on thc mind and moutd the thought et
generatians present and te cone, te be a recegnized leader
in Heme and Foreign iMissionary enterprise, sound services
like these entitte a minister te any distinctions the Church
can confer.

But, again, here is a minister whe bas spent ten years in a
country charge which hce found n good workmng condition and
le!t it as hie feund it, having done faithfut, hionest werk beth in
the puipit and eut af it. He is calcd te a cîty charge where
hie continues te work on the sanie tine as befere. He is net
considcred te bc a brittiantpreacher, but is scriptural, spiritual
full af unctien, at times truly cloquent and the means of deing
much gond. Ht is, rnoreover, fuît of magncttisx ta his brethyca
and se a great favourite. He is net eminent, howcver, and*
bas rendered ne special service te the Church more than bu;
been dene by hosts ef athers as m orthy as hie is and perhaps
more se but net in such censpîcieus p:asit 1Ions. Does hie de-
serve D.D ? We say mest decidediy net. And if a sensible
man hc would net take it if effered. If hie merits the honour
se de hundreds of bis brethren. JOHN CALVIN.


