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lence varies, but we will take an average case
in the house of a squire living on his paternal
acres with five thousand pounds a year and
knowing how to live, '

It 18 10 A.x. In October; family prayers, usnal
in nine country-houses out of ten, which a guest
can attend or not as he pleases, are over. The
company is gradually gatHering in the break-
fast-room. It is an ample apartment, panéled
with oak and hung with family pictures. If
you have any appreciation for fine plate—and
you are to be pitied if you have not—you will
mark the charming shape and exquisite chas-
ing of the antique urn and othet silver vessels,
which shine as briiliantly as on the day they
left the silversmiths to Her Majesty, Queen |
Anne. No «Brummagen” patterng will you
find here.

On the table at equidistant points stand two
tiny tables or dumb-waiters, which are made to
revolve. On these are placed sugar, oream,
butter, preserves, salt, pepper, mustard, ete., 80
that every one can help himself without trou-
bling others—a great desideratum, for many
people are of the same mind on this point as a
well-known English family, of whom it was
once observed that they were very nice people,
but didn’t like being bored to pass the mustard,

On the sideboard are three beautiful silver
dishes with spirit-lamps beneath them, Let us
look under their covers. Broiled chicken, fresh
mushrooms on toast, and stewed kidoney. On a
larger dish is fish, and ranged behind these hot
viands are cold ham, tongue, pheasant and
ganue-ple. On huge platters of wood, with
knives to correspond, are farm-house brown
bread and white bread, whiist on the breakfast
table itself you will find hot rolls, toast—of
which two or three fresh relays are brought in
during breakfast—buttered toast, muffins and
therfreshest of eggs. The hot dishes at break-
fast are varied almost every morning, and
where there is a good cook a variety of some
twenty dishes is made.

Marmalade (Marte Malade) of oranges—sald
to ‘have been: originally prepared for Mary
queen of 8cots ‘when ill, and introduced by her
into - Bcotland-—and «“jams” of apricot and
other fruit always form part of an English or
Scotoh breakfast. The living 15 just as good—
often better—among the five-thousand-pounds-
a-yenr gentry a8 among the very wealthy: the
only difference lies in the number of servants
and guests,

The luncheon.hour is from one to two., At
luncheon there nwill be a roast leg of mutton or
some such pidee de résistance, and & made dish,
such as minced ‘veal—a dish, by the way, not
the least understood In this country, where 1t is'
horribly mangied—two hot'dishes of meat and
several cold, and various sorts of pastry. These,
with bread, butter, fruit, checse, sherry, port,
claret and beer, complete the meal, '

Few of the men of the party are present at
this meal, and those who are eat but little, re-
serving their forces until dinner. All 1s placed
on the table at once, and not, as at dinner, in
courses. The servants leave the room when
they b.ve placed everything on the table, and
people walt on themselves. Dumb-waiters
with olean plates, glasses, ete. stand at each
corner of the table, so that thers is very littie
need to get up for what you want, B

The afternoon js usually passed by the
ladies alone, or with only one or two
gentlemen who don't eare . to shoot, eto.,
and is spent in - riding, driving and - walk.
ing, Englishwomen are great walkers, With
their skirts conveniently looped up, and

boots well adapted to defy the maud, they brave
all sorts of weather, « Oh it “rains!} what a
hore! We can’t go out,” said a young lady,
standing at the break .:t-roem window at a
house in Ireland; to which her host rejoined,
«“ If youdon’t go out here when it rains, you
don’t go out at all;” which is pretty rauch the
truth.

About five o'clock, as yon sit over Your book
in the library, you hear a rapid firing off of
guns, which apprises you that the men have re-
turned from shootimg. They linger awhile in
the gun-reom talking over their sport and see-
ing the record of the killed entered in the game-
boak. Then some, doffing the shooting gear for
& free-and-easy but scrupulously neat attire,
repair to the 1adies’ sitting-room or the library
for « kettledrum,” .

On a low tabile 1 placed the tes equipage, and
tea in beautifal little eups 18 being dispenged by
fair bands. This is a very pleasant timein many
houses, and particularly favorable to fun and
flirtation. In houses where there are childrer:,
the cousins of the houst and others very intimate
adjourn to the sehool-room, where, when' the
party is farther. re-enforced by three or four boys
home for the holldays, a soene of fun and frolio,
which it requires all the -energies of the staid
governess 10: prevent going too far, ensues,

8o time spesds on until the dressing.bell rings’

ot seven o'clock, summoning all to prepare for.
the great event of the day--dinner. Every one
dons evening-attire for this meal; and 80 strong
a feeling obtains on this point that if, in case of
his luggage golng wrong or other aceident, a
man is compelled to join the party in morning-
clothes, he feels painfully « fish.out-of-waterish.”
Wa know, indeed, of a case in which & guest ab-
surdly se.vsitive would not come down todinner
until the arrival of his things, which did not
make thoir appearance for a week,

Ladies’ dress in oountry-houses depends
altogether upon the ‘ocoasion. If it bo a quiet
party of intimate friends, their attire is of the
simplest, but in mauy fashionable houses the
ampount of dressing is fully as great as in London.

English ladies do not dress nearly as éxpensively
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by it—the people cling fondly to primogeniture -
and their great lords, who, probably to a far
greater extent than in England hold the soil.
The, Duke of Sutherland possesges nearly the
whole of the county from which he derives his
title, whilst the Duke of Buccleuch. owns the
greater part of four, - : . .
Horses are such a very expensive item that

| alarge stable is seldom found unless there is &

very large income, for otherwise the rest of the es~
tablishment must be cut down te a low figure.
Hunting millionaires keep from ten to twenty,
or even thirty, hacks and hunters, besides four
or five carriage-horses. Three ar feur riding-
horses, three carriage-horges and a pony or two
1s aboyt the usual number in the stable of 8
country gentleman with from five ta six thou-
sand pounds a year. The stable-staff would be
& ‘coachman, groom and two helpers. The
number of servants in country-houses varies
from seven or eight to eighty, buf, probably .
there are not ten houses in the country where 1t
reaches so high a figure as the last: from fifteen
to twenty would be & common number,

There are many popular bachelors and old
malds who live about half the Year in the coun-
try-houses of their friends. A gentleman of this
sort will have his chambers in London and his$
valet, whilst the lady will have her lodgings and
maid.  In London they will live cheaply and |
comfortably, he at his elub and dining out with -
rich friends, she In her snug little room and
passing half her time in friends’ houses. There
Is not the slightest surrender of Independence
about these people, They would not stay a day
in & house which they did not like, but their
pleasant manners and company make them
acceptable, and friends are charmed to have
them.

One of the speclal recommendations of agreat .
country-house s thit You need not see too much
of any one. There Is no necessary meeting ex- -
cept at meals—in many houses then eyen only
at dinner—and in the evening. Many sit #
great deal in their own rooms if they have
writing or work to do; some will be in the .
billlard-room, others in the library, othersin the
drawing-room: the host’s great friend will be
with him in his own private room, while the
hostess’s will pass most of the time in that
lady’s boudoir.*

In some respects railroads have had a very
Injurious effeet on the sociability of English
country life. They have rendered people in
great houses 0o apt todraw thelr supplies of
soclety exclusively from town, English trains
run so fast that this can be done in places quite
remote from Londcn., The journey from London
to Rugby, for Instance, eighty miles, is almost
invariably accomplished in two hours, Leaving
at five in the afternoon, a man reaches that
station at 7.10: his friend’s well-appointed dog-
cart s there to meet him, and that exquisitely
neat young groom, with his Immaculate buck-
skins and boots in which You may see yourself,
will make the thoroughbred do the four miles
to the hall in time to enable You to dress for
dinner by 7.45. Returning on Tuesday morning
—and all the lines are nost accommodating
about return tickets—the, barrister, gnardsman,
government clerk can easily be at his post in
town by eleven o'clock. Thus the actual « coun-
try people” get to be held rathier cheap, and
come off badly, because Londoners, being more
in the way of hearing, seeing and observing
what Is going on in soclety, are naturally more
congenial to fine people In country-houses who
live in the metropotis haif thy year.

It is evident from the following amusing
squib, which appeared in one of the Annuals
for 1832, how far more dependent the country
gentleman was upon his countty neighbors 1o
those days, when only idle men could run down
from town: ' )

“Mr. J,, having frequently witnessed with
Tegret country gentlemen, in thetir country-
houses, reduced to the dullness of a dbmestis
circle, and nearly led to commit suicide {n the
month of November, or, what is more melan- .

* Perhaps the most charming iden of u country-
house was that sonceive, L by Mr. Matiiew of Thomas-
towa—a huge mansion still extant, uow the property
of the Count de Jaruac, to whom it desconded.. This
gontleman, who was an ancestor ef 1ug oeiehrated
tomporance leader, probably had as miuct slaset
drunk in his house as-any one in his country, whiok
is saying a good deal. R T

He had an income whishwould be equivalentto on®
hundred and twenty-tive thousand dollurs & yoar in
our money, and fur several years traveied abroad and
spent very little. On his return wicth an awple sum
of .18 money, ho carried into execution u long
oherished schewe of country life. .

He p.:mnglgd his immense munsion after the fashion
of aninn. The guests arrived, were shown to_theil
rooms, and troated as though Hiey were in the most
perfectly-atindinted hotel. They ordered dinner

1t over | When they'pleased, dined together or aione as suited
message from an- |t

1em, huated, shot, played ithards, y ©80.,
will, and kept their own horses, There was a ragu-
lar ‘bar, where .d"ﬂki of the finest quality werd
8lways erved. The host never appenied in thut
character : fie was just like any other gentleman in
the house, . - .

The ouly difference from a botel lay in the choic®
charaoiér of the cumpuny, and the fact that not &
furthing might be disbursed. The servants were all
paid extra, with the strict understanding that they
did not aocept & farthing, and that any ddteliotion
mm this rele would bt panished by instant dismis-

" Unlike most Irish establishments, especially 8t
that date (about the wmiddie of the lust century), this
Wwas munagod with tho greatest order, mothod and
ecznomy.‘h,, i e s Dok & hos?
moug.the nutalle guests was ean Swift, whos
astonishment at the magnitude of the plaqcftv'vith the
lights in handreds of windows at night, is wentioned
by é)}'. Slherldan.to d ’i* h - the
18 bieasant:to. add in this oonnection: 13
Count and Countess de Jarnace wor&?lilcyn:;&i.n the
high character earued a century sinee by their re”

00nservative is ratyusied | benevolont men of his day.

warkbble uncestor, who was one:-of tho beat gud WIS
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