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t 1 do that which I would flot, 1 consent unto the law thst It is good. Now then,
ftls " more I that doit, btsnthat dwelleth in me."-(Rom. vii. 167 il.)

tIT looke-, I have no doubt, an apparent puzzle to the understandings of many,
tat a Mnan should do what ie wrong while he wills wliat is rigit ; and more es-

PQially, that lie .il the while shonld be honestly grieving because of the one,
and as bonestly aspiring and pressing forwards, nay, making real practical ad-
"alices, in the direction of the otiier. And yet you can surely figure to yourself
!he artist who, whether in painting, or in poeury, or in mnusic, labours, yet labours

'~ anto do fult justice to that model of highi excellence which bis imagination

ie 8 od lie does not the things that lie would, and lie does the thinga that
uld e not. There is a Iofty standard to which he is constantly aspiring,

ala"econstantly approximating, - yet along the whole of this path of
genius there je a perpettual sense of failure, and a humbling comparison
Of what bas been already attained with what is jet seen in the dis-
tance before it, and a vivid acknowledgment of the great deficiency
that there le between the execution of the baud sud those unreached creations
of the fancy that are stili floating in the head. And thue an agony, and a disap-
Polfltrnent, ada self-reproval, because of indolence, and carelessness, and aver-

*1th a tO'wering ambition, nay, with a rapid and successful mardi along this.

Which hf scbolarship. Ilow often may it be said of him that he does the thinge
eehchh would riot, wheu one sioveni y line or careless touch of the pencil lias

"8aped froxu hlm, and when he falls short of those pains and that sustained la-
"r bY which he liopes to rear a work for immorteIitY. Yet je lie making

8t8yand sensible advances ail the whule. This Iofty esteem of ail that le great

Ci h 9I9antic, in art is the very ste , in bis mmnd, to a low'îy estimation of ai tthat
h1eas Yet doue for it; aud both t ese together are the urgent forces by which

,leI carried upwards to a station among the mnen of renown and admirable ge-
!lIu wO have gone before him. Now, w~hat ie true of the scholarship of art is

Juet a tu of the scbolai-ship of 'religion. There je a model of unattained per-
fecton lu the eyes of hie faith fui devotees, even the pure, and right, and absolute-
1 eui ives anid holy law of God; and this they constantly labour to realize in
t btiuls an 0s to build Up, echd in his own person, a befittîng inliabitant for
the realme of eternity. But while tliey love this law, they are loaded witli a
Welighit of inoecand carnality, and eartlily affections, which cumber their as-
Pont tliitherward ; aud juet in proportion to the deliglit tbey take in the eontem-
PlStionl of its heaven-born excellence, are the despondency aud the shame wliere-
With thiey regard their own mean and meagre imitations cf it. Yet who does not
F46 that out of the believer's will pitching so high, and the believer's work lag-
g'gi 9 80nieerably after it,, tliereýcometli that very activity whicli gudes and gua-

rtees his progress towards Zion,-that therefore it je that li j led to ply with
raI'e diligence tîje armour which at length wins him the victory,-that the
tatei h rist je cradeled, as it were, in the agitation of these warring elements,-

teOb, spiritual ambition je juet the more wlietted and fostered into etrengtli by
*it.h stacles througli whicli it lias to figlit its way,-snd rieing 110om every faIt
til R fredi onset of lielp from the sanctuary, dois lie proceed from step to step,,

ebas finislied the faith, tiltli li as reaclied tlie prize of hie hlgh calling 1


