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Ir then I do that which I would not, I consent unte the law that it is good. Now then,
1t i8 00 more I that do it, But sin that dwelleth in me.”—(Rox. vii, 16, 11.)

th Ir looks, T have no doubt, an apparent puzzle to the understandings of many,
3t a man should do what is wrong while he wills what is right ; and more es-
Pecially, that he all the while should be honestly grieving because of the one,
as 'honest]y aspiring and pressing forwards, nay, making real practical ad-
€8, 1n the direction of the other. Aund yet you can surely figure to yourself
ine artist who, whether in painting, or in poetry, or in music, labours, yet Iabours
vain, to do full justice to that model of high excellence which his imagination
Wells upon,  He does not the things that he would, and he does the things that
® Would not. There is a lofty standard to which he is constantly aspiring,
. €ven constantly approximating, — yet along the whole of this path of
88nius there is a perpetual sense of failure, and a humbling comparison
What has been already attained with what is yet seen in the dis-
UCe before it, and a vivid acknowledgment ofy the great deficiency
Of‘*tt ere is between the execution of the hand and those unreached creations
the fancy that are still floating in the head. And thus an agony, and a disap-
siomtment‘ and a self-reproval, because of indolence, and carelessness,' and aver-
Wi tr;x to the fatigues of watchful and intense study,—all mixed up, you will observe,
walk 3 towering ambition, nay, with a rapid and successful march along this
whi of scholarship. How often may it be said of him that he does the things
ey 1¢h he would not, when one slovenly line or careless touch of the pencil has
bocaped from him, and when be falls short of those pains and that sustained la-
ste:r by which he hopes to rear a work for immortatity. Yet is he making
an dd}f and sensible advances all the while. This lofty esteem of all that is great
he 1 5'8antic in art is the very step, in his mind, to a lowly estimation of all that
A8 yet done for it ; and both these together are the urgent forces by which
hiu’s carried upwards to a station among the men of renown and admirable ge-
ju ts Who have gone before him. Now, what is true of the scholarship of art is
* as true of the scholarship of religion. There is a model of unattained per-
100 in the eyes of his faithful devotees, even the pure, and right, and absolute-
-eautiful and holy law of God ; and this they coustantly labour to realize in
éir lives, and so to build up, each in his own person, a befitting inhabitant for
:i Tealms of eternity. But while they love this law, they are loaded with a
ntg tof indolence, and carnality, and earthly affections, which cumber their as-
lat; th“he}rward ; and just in proportion to the delight they take in the contem-
Wit}:On of its heaven-born excellence, are the despondency and the shame where-
Seq tﬁhey regard their own mean and meagreimitations of it. Yet who does not
. ‘04t out of the believet's will pitching so high, and the believer’s work lag-
N ig 80 miserably after it, there,cometh that very activity which guides and gua-
eates h\_s.progress towards Zion,—that therefore it is that he i.s led to ply with
ab, er diligence the armour which at length wins him the victory,—that the
theo )0 Christ is cradeled, as it were, in the agitation of these warring elements,—
o 18 8piritual ambition is just the more whetted and fostered into strength by
wigp tacles through which it has to fight its way,—and rising from every fall
ml'ha fresh onset of help from the sanctuary, does he proceed from step to step,
¢ has finished the faith, till he has reached the prize of his high calling !
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