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WAR COMMENT, 1

The British government recently per-
mitted several American correspondents
to visit the British army on the western
fromnt. The New York Herald corre:
spondent presents, in the course of a
long cablegram, these conclusions as a
result of what he saw: SR
“Pirst—That France and Great Britain

are indissolubly upited. as 3 result of |

their joint sacrifices. i
~“Second—That the soldiers of the
French and British armies, from the gen-
eralissimos down to. “Tommy’- and the
‘Poiln,’ are-awern friends. .. it S
“Third=that the British army-to-day’

b s

is a ty machine,

5 hourl';l,i‘: ::mel of ;3::3,‘ and

- behind it, as it eontinues to grow, move
forward and fight, is an amazingly scien-
iific organization, developed /in less than
twenty months, which provides tne besy

- of foodstuffs for the inmer man and
warm clothing and ‘all other essentials
for the outer men, the while it is ever
forwarding troops, guns, munitions and
other accessqries against that great hour
when the final ‘great push® comes that
will end ‘the war” ¢

. 'Fhe British and Canadians are now
holding eighty miles of the western
front as compared with forty last sum-
mer, according to the Toronto Star. It
says the official statement issued last
Friday indicates that Sir Douglas Halg
has again lengthened his line. “The
British,” says the Star, “are now gccupy-
ing the front opposite Souchez. as well
as opposite. Arras. They now hold
trenches onk the west slopes of Hill\70,
north of Loos, and also-on Hill 140 on
the  south sides of the«-{,ena ‘salient.
Places like Ablain, Carency, and Notre'
Dame de Lorette which the French cap-
tured Jast year as the result of. bitter
fightig are now defended hy British
froops. It is not clear whether the Brit-
ish have taken over Neuville and the
famous Labyrinth, but it would not be
surprising if they have dome.so. The
British are known, to hold about eighty

Jmiles of line, or twice as much as they”
held last July. A British statement
refers to artillery - activity at varions
points whiclr it names, and adda: “At
one place our artillery five caused a big
explosion in the enemy lines.® We may
hear more ahout that explosion in the
days to come,

Germany’s Balkan commandery Field
Marshal Von Mackensen, is leaving for
Turkey to put new life in the. Turkish
army.. Late despatches bring the in-
formation that he will make every effort
to preyent the disheartened Turks'from
concluding a separate peace with ‘the
Allies, . A Rome despateh also says that

. Von “Mackensen is planning to lead &
Turkish army to the relief of Trebisond,
Row besleged by the Russians, - There
arc niearly 100,000 Turks in the besieged

. ¢ity, and the garrison is short of food
and ammunition and suffering severely.
Military critics do not believe that Von
Mackensen will be able to prevent the
Russians from capturing Trebisond, if,
indeed, he succeeds in getting near the
city before it is forced to capitulate.

The Germans have not yet abandoned
their "attempts to take Verdun. From
their terrific onslaught in massed form-
ation at Malancourt it is clear that they
are willing to ‘make further heavy sacri-
fices of men 'in their efforts to pierce
the French line. "The French appear
confident, however, and it is not believed
their more important positions are in
real danger.. The outcome of the present
fighting in the Verdun territory is await-
ed with keen interest,

The correspondent of a London news-
paper writing from the ‘Sues Canal, de-
clares that  the canal and Egypt are
perfectly esecure from Turkish attack.
He does not even-think that the enemy
has the faintest prospect of sending a
force large enongh to make any im-
pression on the defences which have been
prepared. He points out that Great Bri-
tain has made & vast ‘expenditure in
money and labor to secure the freedom
of ‘the watérway connecting the seas of
east and west and that a quarter of a
million of the enemy have less chance to
take the canal and invade Egypt to-day
than 15,000 Turks would “have hed thir-
tcen months- ago, These preparations,
he says, involve an expenditure which is
“an insurance premium that no home or
colonial Briton will grudge” In order

for the enemy to get anywhere he would try.

have to cross a practically waterless
waste with nothing to sustain an army
except what he could carry from his
baSe a hundred miles away.

* . The. British, this wrifer says,

= fords notrtkin',% ng commentary on

lafa
ovet du timée'the mileats, Wy cacat
bring an army equal in numbers to that
 Which they have to meet, nor keép them

o ‘opposite our lines for more than two

'days, even without ‘a shot being fired at |3

them,”

An English military observer, who is
now with the French army st the front,
writes to the London World that France
s raiﬂnghdtninintuhm@hﬂﬂl
army for use on the western front this
suramer. “Up to the present” he says,
“po fewer than 450,000 native troops have
been raised by our ally for service in the
variqus campaigns, The majority came
from Northern Africa, and many have
already fought in France and Gallipoli.
A considerable force, which has been
engaged in the Cameroons, is now liber-
aled for sexvice in France. Forty thous-
and men ‘were obtained from Moroodo,
while even Indo—Ch{na has supplied be-
tween forty and fifty thousand men.
Most of these-have been employed for
relief work in the French garrisons, but
they have also been used for industrial

bi et Argromrs

e

singe-hearted patriotism of the French

nation that there has béen. 1o trades’

'union interference with the importation

of foreign labor. I wander how it would
be aceepted in Great Britain!”

THE VALLEY RAILWAY.

“The net result of Friday night’s long
discussion at the Board of Trade, over
the Valley Railway 'question, is ' that
those present ask to be shown that the
St.'John river canmot be bridged before
they will consider’ any proposition to
adopt the west side route, which would
make the Valley Railway an adjunct of
the C. P.'R. and blast the hopes of St.
John of ever getting its rightful share
of the traffic of the National Transcon-

Mr. W, Frank Hatheway proved ab-
solutely that the west side scheme was
indefensible -s0 long as there was any
chance at=all of crossing the river and
entering 8t John by the eastern rofite;
and Mr. W, E. Roster so_ utterly demol-
ished the arguments of :Mr. Thomson
that there was really nothing more to
be ‘sald except. to attempt to becloud
the issue or make personal insinuations.

It will be'noted that of the five speak-
ers who ‘champloned the castern route
four were Conservatives and only one a
Liberal, which ought to dispose of thé
suggestion that an attempt was being

'made to play the game of politics. The

only political move in the game -was the
word passed around yesteyday to_the |
Conservative ward workers to be -on
hand last night. They were there, but
they declined-to endorse the west side
scheme till all the cards were placed on
the table. And in that they showed‘a
great deal more public spirit than some
of thelr wouldsbe leaders, -

Mr. Hatheway’s emendrient was votcd
down because the citizens did not. feel
that they or the city council should bear
the expense of the new surveys. If Mr.
Thomson's amendment had been brought
to a vote it would.have been overwhelm- |
ingly defeated; but since Mayor Frink’s
amendment put the matter squarely up
to the provincial ‘government, the ma-
Jority appeared to feel that the govern-
nient should be given an opportunity to
explain their podtlonf-ll they cared to
do so.” A b

There  were two distinctly = opposite
reasons put forward by the advocates
of the west side route, One was that
the 8t, John river could not be bridged,
and this has not been established. The
otber, and it was hinted at rather than
asserted, was that the provineial govern~
ment had found the Valley Rallway too
big ‘& load and had ‘asked the federal
government to agree to take it over—
and Mr. Gutelius did the rest,

The announcement by Mr, Foster that
in reply to Hon. Willism Pugsley In
parliament Sir Robert Borden had re-
plied that the agreement n the
Dominion government and the. Grand
Trunk Pacific was only temperary; com-
pletely changed the situation, so far as
the argument that government operation
of the line alters the relation of the Na-
tional Transcontinental to \St. John is
concerned, - There is Do reason to’believe
that the Grand ‘Prunk Pacific will not
assume the operation of the whole line,
and:in that: event would want to reach.

St." John and its ewn Courtenay Bay|

terminals. by the direct east side route.

The more the people of St, John study
the matter the more they will see the
importance of standing out for the re-
demption of the pledges of both-govern-
ments, and the meking of St. John the
terminal port of another transcontinental
system, That means the Rothesay
route 'for the Valley Railway.. Let us
stand by that, and refuse to consent to
any sltermative scheme, In the mean-
time the provinelal government is given
an opportunity to show its hand.

THE SHELL CHARGES,

8ir Robert Borden has madesa partial
sumndoro,{: the shell charges and has
ordored 8ir' Sam Hughes to return to
€anada for an investigation into the fuse
contracts made by the shell eommittee
with the American Ammunition' Com-
pany and the Internationsl. Arms &
Fuse Company, and the cartridge shell
contract -made by the shell eommittes
with the Edwards Valve Company.
While this is a backdown from the high
stand taken by /the Premier when the
charges were first made it is by no means
satisfactory’ to the people of this coun-

The opposition asked for an fovestiga-~
tion into. very grave charges made by
Hon. Dr, Pugsley, Mr, Carvell, Mr, Kyie

bhave ! hyndreds of millions of dollars. by

an elaborate sytem of pipé ines for |py
Water supply, and e addss “Unless

i to
gation which he now
auly tout. 00000

These things must be bronght out and
day. ‘The people know what is going on
and they refuse to be fooled by halfway
victory .for _the public opinion of the
country. But it would haye been much
better for Mr. Borden and his party in
the long run had the Premier agreed to
the sart-of investigation that public opin-
lon demapds. . ey

BACKING MR. STEWART.

The government stood squarely behind
A. J. H. Stewart when Mr. Dugal at-
tempted to move in the Legislature yes-
ferday that the member for Glouvester,
who was condemned by Mr. Commis-
sioner Chandler, was not g fit and proper

fo sit as a representative of the
people in the House.- When Mr: Dugal

from on more than one accasion, Pre-
mier Clark argued that as the report had
not been formally submitted to the House.
it could mot properly be discussed/

Do Premier Clarke and his followers
expeet to get away with this sort of
thing? : :

"The dier report was submitted to
the ‘people months ago by Attormey-
Genersl Baxter acting on the instruc-
tons of Premier Clarke. It ought.to have
‘been formally presented to the Legisla-
ture a5 s00n as that body convened. But
the fact that it was held back was no
good reason for refusing to permit Mr.
Dugal to make his motion. ‘The people
know what the report says, and they are
being forced ‘to the conclusion that Pre-
mier Clarke, his colleagues in the gov-
ernment ang his followers in the Legisla-
ture have chosen to shoulder Mr. Stew-
art’s political;sins just as they shouldered
the political sins of Mr. Flemming. - Will
they whitewash Mr. Stewart in the dying
hours of the gession just as they white-
washed Mr. Flemming? it

No wonder Mr. Dugal wants to know

beople "will give their answer “to- that
question” when the proper time comes.
A FLAT REFUSAL, W

The Entente Allies have given throiugh

- Embg hington,’ &

firm but courteous answer to the “fen-
tative . suggestion” - made at = Wask

merchant vessels should go unarmed “on

M‘;m,,withog; warning.” - As exe
pected, the answer to this suggestion. is
a flat refusal to agree to any such thing.
Great Britain and France have ' very
properly taken the position that nd re-
liance could be placed upon the obsery-
ance of such an agreement by German
submarine commanders as Germany has
repeatedly broken its word to neutrals
and belligerents alike.

1t would seem that the Washington
keuggestion was in rather poor taste. This
18 the view.taken by more than ope in-

‘York Journal of Commerce declares that
“Germany would .have no. move seruple
about observing new agreements than it
has shown with reference to old ones
to which she was a party.” . The Jour
nal contends that the position of the
Allies 15'8 perfectly sound one and that
“the tentative suggestion itself, what-
ever its motive, was hardly short of be.
ing absurd and ita aeceptance wonld
come quite as near being #0,” This view
will ‘be ‘accepted by the civilized world.
There will be no disarming of merchant
Germany’s second | submarine  cam~
paign has been no more successfil than
the one launched earlier in the war by
Von Tirpits. "The greatest sufferers
from these activities have been the
neutrals, Some large British and French
steamers have been sent to the bottom,
but they represent a very small portion
of the total tonnage which has constant-
ly been moved shrough’ the war zong.
So far as any real effect upon the prog-
ress of the wap is concerned Germany's
campaign of frightfulness on the high’

pirates; but 4t has' been' of no military
or na.nl'adn,ﬂi:hce}o.the Huns.

THE FIGHTING AIRMEN.

The world has known ne more daring
combatants. than the aviators who' are
ongaged in this war. In daylight and in
darkness these men of ‘the air are busy
scouting over the /enexw"s positions,
most of the time under heavy fire, or
ralding some strategic base. Bvery fea-
ture, of their work is full of risk ang
M‘_l;ly dangepous. They know ‘when
they ascend that they take their lives in
their hands, and it js very revely that a
reiding force returns without leaving be-
hind some member of its company dead
or a prisoner within the enemy’s llgu.
« Neither side has & monoply of heroes
in this -hranch of the service. If the
‘German and Austrian aviators arve less
gallant .in thelr conducty if they delight’
in murderous. deeds and the widespread
killing of helpless women and childreny
it is because they have been so trained |
and are obeying the instruections of the
Huns who rule in Berlin, It is not be-

opponents in the armies of ‘the Allies.
The records of the war show fhat scores
of aviators on both sides have made the
supreme sacrifice without ~the “slightest

and others, involving the expenditure of
the
¢

hesitation, meeting death thousands
feet ‘in the air in brave .attempts

what the people think about it. ‘The| $Eo ios

| of the Crown if that s

condition' that Germany and ~ Austria| who' tses

agree not to allow their submarines to|th® Empire for his own advan

<

fiuential American newspaper. The New|

“| and punish the government and the Con.

Ha N "’ ,:' B ﬁﬂ'l’”a

commander for Vilia, the Mexican bandit,

about over. Angeles points-ohit that each
day increases ‘Villa's' peril of betrayal or

tion are criticizing the President seyere-
Iy for his policy of watchful waiting with
respect to Mexico and for what they call|
his tying of the hands of the American
generals who are trying to yound up the.
Villa bendits, ¢ They declare that the

the ¢ l Hat
Wilson is eonducting with the bandits ip
the rem
oritics, the Boston Transcript, says:

, Y
cause they are less brave than thejr en
% 3 prevy et U Mol

eV f L €0,
h.ndict';ho yells Yor Carranea toda,

& iy

at | “This view o(~ the: Transcript and cther!
to eritics of the Washington sdministration

and

Mr. Borden's. backdown is a|seaplanes may be: depended

af the war,
e

responsibility for what' he did. and
failedtodo; . - ;

Testimony as to the gravity of the
crisis at Ottawa is to be seen in many
Conservative newspapers. Perhaps the
most significant comment is that of the
Torotito News, the principal government
newspaper  in- Ontarip, the editor of
which is Sir John Willison. In a con-
spicuous first-page pronouncement upon
the Ottawa revelations the News says:

“According to our despatches there is

& tense situation at Qttawa, For many
weeks there have been disturbing rumors
ag to the. dealings of Celonel J. Wesley
i ‘with contracts for munitions.

Tm rumors have had additional sig-
: owing ta-the intimate private
relations  which exist between Allison
and’ the Minister of Militia,

“We hear from Ottawh that the gov-
ernment and the Conservative contingent
in ent will insist upon a full and
satisfactory  explanation upon the

ignation of Sir_sm-nugu. We do

desire to’ pass eny premature ﬁa..

ent ‘upon the Minister or his associdtes.
is' impossible, however; not to re

e chatges as disturbing to the last de-
gree, ‘and it s sigaificant that Alfison
should faff to. appear at C
% ‘”I‘h;ousgmtlt; tW'qu-p:eanmt

as refused to,condone eorrupt dealing
with public- contracts or the. publie re-
sources. It has sacrificed Conservative
members of the House of toons; and
it will not hésitate to sacrifice’a Mii:htg
public interest and in order to maintain
decent political conditions. The man, be
He” ate citize'ijvqr Cabinet Minister,

this crisls in ‘the. fortunes of
or

sociafes to profit. by
Qdc;,’ “ean rgbeiv% 1o

;tligﬁi ration Rl

.In ghort:. throw Sir Sam overboard if
necessary; hut save the government by
making Sir Sam the scapegoat and limit-
ing the inquiry to a few-of the charges.
It cannot be done. The country knows
too much. The Independent Conservative
Ottawa Citizen has jthe right tome, It
is_considering Canada, not merely the
governmeni. The. Citizen says: ;

“Where - public  opinion’ will be far
from satisfied is In Sir Robert Borden’s
effort to limit the scope of the Inquiry.
The 'prime minister must have knowl-
edge ‘of shell ‘contracting instances quite
a8 discreditable ds the Alljson fuse con-
tracts; and, if he has not, he should not
be afraid to;let the evidence come be-
fore the judicial commission to enlighten
him along with' the rest of the com-
munity, :

“Limiting: the scope -of the commis-
sion will be taken as a sign of weak-
ness: ‘the impression in the country that
the government 15 anxious to shield
some special interests or friends will be
strengthened, et the commission be
vested with all ‘the powes a federal gov-
ernment can give; and Jet the govern-
ment as well aa the people trust it to
decide what 18+ evidence and? what is
hearsay regarding the Dominion shell
committee’s transactions. The opposition
will be justified in oppusing any restrie
tion of the scope of the proposed in-
vestigation” ‘

That is what the opprsition is doing.
It ‘asks that the door of ingriry be open-
ed wide. Who doubts that the country

servative party if the demand is depied?

General _Afigeles, formerly artillery

believes that Villa’s atar is setting. He
thinks the Mexicans have ' accepted
Villa’s headlong Right from the Ameri-
can. cavalry ag proof that his career is

assassination,  /
‘Opponents of the Wilson administra-

ous, negotiations which Mr.
er of Mexico,” * One of these

. ;Ip;;;teagy o{hc rus’::sil reintloomm;nta u;d
upplies by t oyr foregs in
T L

agents country to rus
tion by rail and water
wherewith any’
? Y m
upon Amcrlea\?s{

“to ‘muke’ war
N g

' the "Canadian peo-’

85 | says:

- tha }XW&ES'
i el
; NQ::‘ ';i?umiis no

4 1t would be 3 jong tune

that army could. be withdrawn,

er words, 't -is questionable
3 e “ v s Ay pe

1% interference. - The foree. now in
Mexlcan territory in pursuit of Villa is
merely ‘s _punitive one, and in no scase
regarded ‘as an army sent agsin:t the

“ PLAIN TALK FOR BORDEN.
The Conservative Toronto Telegram
puts the responsibility for the activities
of Colonel J. Wesley Allison squarely up
‘Borden himself. It says:

‘impartant to this
; Robert Borden ‘failed to
occupy - the rlght sort - of ‘whereabouts
when Colonel J. Wesley Allison was es-
tablishing his intimacy with the govern-
ment of which 8ir Robert Borden is the
head!  ‘The premiership of Canada, the
leadership of the Conservative party,
clothed Sir Robert Borden with power
to promote his country’s interests and
p!olmt hl‘; e 's honor.b If there is
#nything ¢ present whereabouts of
Colonel J. Wesley A’llisgn detrimental to
the interests of Canada and injurious to
the interests of the Conservative party,
who is to blame? %
“There is enly one public man who
Leld supreme powe? to protect the inter-
ests with the eountry and the honor of
the party against injurious association
of the activity of Colonel J. Wesley Alli.
*son. The public man who held ‘supreme
power and failed to use that power. on
behalf of his eountry and his party is
the Premier of Canada. And the Prs-
mier: of Canada is responsible for the
consequences that followed failure to
proteet. the country and the party
against contact with Colonel J, Wesley
Allison and other results of- Sir Robert
Borden's futile honesty-and well-meaning
sma.llngss;" ;
Commenting on a jeering remask by
the. Toronto News, that “Peradventure
Colonel J, 'Wesley Allison sleepeth or
hath gone ypon a’ journey,” the Tele-
gram gdds: ' 3 ¥
“Yes, and/ peredventure the slumbers
of Colonel J. Wesley. Allison should be
more undisturbed and profound than the
slumbers of the high authority réspons-
ible for the relationship of Colonel J,
Wesley  Allison to the public affairs of
this. Dominlon, “That ‘authority ‘fs Sir
Robert Borden, Premier of Canada, ‘As
the ‘crackling of briars under a 80
is the callous, fool laughter of To-
ronto News with its: Scriptire-flavored
guffaws over the activities of Colonel &
| Wesley: Allison® ..« ¢ fwiw R g
‘Comments ofthis” sdet, " t5hpled. with,
protests from such staunch Conservatives
a8 Hon. Andrew Broder, have: at last
compelled. Sir Robert Borden to' with-
draw his obstinate refusal’ to have ax
inquiry of any sort,

NOTE AND COMMENT,
Fredeticton is making a fine record as

4 recruiting centre, and showing the way
to St. John. &'s
; -

Sir Sam Hughes thought he was need-
ed’in England and France; but he should
not have been in 5o great a hurry. Ot-
tawa is the real seat of his war.

¥ % » &

Another week has passed and the
115th battalion s in need of: & consider~
able number of men. “This is a fine
battalion and should be attractive to St.
John young men,  Its ranks should be

filled next week.' B

8t. John ’ic entitled ﬁo a flat-grade con-
nection with the Transcontinental. Un-
leds we got it the port—the ehief winter
‘port, of the gountry—will be sidetracied
’!or good. .

) Isn't §t odd that no one representing
the local or ¥he Pederal government sets
jany definite dats. for the ecompietion of
,the Valley railway, whith was to have
!been finished in 19157 ‘The gross viola.
tion of the old pledges makes it diff-
cult o believe ln‘th: l;ew ones.

New Brunswick. is. asked to make the
Dominion government 'a present of the
Vanceboro line plus the cost of the big
river bridges, in return for & rosd to
Westfield.and & connection . .with - the
Transcontinental via the Canada Rust-
ern. It all looks like a scheme to make
sure that the bulk of trafie by the new
transcontinental will go to Halifax,

e . .% ®"

Mr. A, H. Wetmf)re, & prosunent Con-
servative, writes to the Standard to say
that he drew the regoldsion moved on
Tuesday evening at the Board of Tiade
meeting by Mr. A. O; Skinner. The
Standard had tried to ereate the ridicul-
ous Impression that the resolution was
prépared by Liberals for party advant-
- * %o

It is intimated that economic as well
a3 military problems were seriously dis.
cussed at the Paris conferenee of ‘the
Allies. a few days age. From relinble
sources comes information that the con-

rosbon
ooy

fpr-reaching effect op the distribution
the world’s t'u,d.& l&tcr‘tbc war, ..

Commenting - updn the  resolytjon
pagsed by the Lethbridge Board - of
Trade thet “political patronage by all
parties should be abolished, and that all
civil service appointments, federal and
provincial, be made by eompebitive ox-
aminations and by advancement within
the service for merit,” the Toronto Globe
\ g -

§ : wed, Were

-

INEW SCANDAL

| interesting

‘| the' Conservatives who were . heeklin

clusions resched are déstined to have a | M:

£

$ acts lmesﬂha : 'twenty-two'
million dollars are let to companies hav-
ing'a total subseribed ' capital of four |
thousénd dollars.. Cash advances of '

“before a single fuse has been delivered,
Three men interested in these contracts |
‘agree to divide up a million dollars as a
{rake-off. ' The actual agreement is read
to the House—~Toronto Star,

They divided up the million before
they did any work.

al

v

NOREGRATIN
OTTAWA AFARS

F,'B. Carvell Promises More Re

velations—E. M. MacDenald’s
~ ley's Motion For Ecomomy Dé:
feated

Ottawa, March 81—In an apparently
ingenuous and innocent sort of way M,
E. M, MacDongld put over in the com-
mons this afternogn another little rilet
for the government and its followers
'who are still blindly reging at the mess |
which the minister of militia has got
them into, Yesterday when the ' priine
minister read the cable from Sir Sam
‘Hughes giving his dental of any improp-
er connection with the Allison contracts,
and demanding” s -full investigation; a
lti!}th consolation and budding hope came

the government camp that possibly
after all the minister of militia might
be able to square things. But Sir Sam
in'the same cable proceeded to put his
foot in it again. He named the tribunal
by which he was to beé tried; He asked
that Sir Charlés Davidson undertake the
inquiry. x 4

‘The ‘moral of this point was not lost
upon My, MacDonald. At the opening
of the house this afternoon, he innocently
:‘:.:‘ the prlue"hm lgitter when tfhe hog:c

ht expect rst report from Si
Charles Davidson as to the results of his
long inquiries into war purchasing scan-|
dals. Mr. MacDonald noted parentheti-
cally that he noticed Sir Sam had sug-
gested. that Sir Charles try the new
charges mﬂed by Mr. Kyte,

- 8ir Ro Borden replied ‘that Sir
et iy R SO
as ) e, that he had ovey' ages
of evidence to ol:okhovﬂ-. and thatlpa m‘;
port on some of the cases investigate
might be expected before long. |

Mr. MacDonald left the house and the
country to make the obvious comment.

The Davidson commission was  ap-
Kolntcd nearly a year ago, As yet par-
liament has r;tot h;’d‘ 'e;:en a l:l;g'le !nterh:‘:

m'it, "My, Carvell has chra,
m"'é:ﬁse several ‘fimes that lt'v‘veas
a whitewashing commission. Now Sir
Sam'Hughes comes along and says that
that is commission he wants to try:
im0 veiin gl e R e

“Torada to ckit;gmm of th; 3 s
ment, * alréady- ba ‘overweig! th
the scandals involving the minister of
militia, a new ‘and large slzed scandal
involving the administration of the pub-
He works department under Hon. Robert
Rogers, is being developed in the public
accounts committee. Some of the more
parts of 'the story were
brought out at today’s meeting of the
committee. But as Mr, Carvell said’ at
the close of 4 stormy session to some of

b
v

C

fit to resort to such a measure.

The fAnance minister contended that,

v

[

p

h

him, “wait till we're through and you'll]
have plenty to: think about.”
story concerns a- contract for
dredging in Vietoria Harbor. The churge
is that’there was graft to the extent of
ahout $140,000 at least, through the pad-
ding ‘of contractors’ accounts, allowed
through the connivance of officials ap=
pointed by Hon, ‘Robert Rogers, -who
laced Liberal officials ap-
parently without any due cause by the
minister of {yublic works. -

The details of the story are coming
out through the records of a diary kept
by the secretary of the contracting com-
pany who suspected that a big scandal
wus‘brewi:f, and who kept for monzhs
daily records of conversal ons  between
the contractor and the government offi-
clals, and of ‘the progress of the loot-
ing. “When -Hon: Robert Rogers " gol
wind last autumn that the facts were
leaking out and likely to become publie,
there was an evident attempt made to
put on the lid, :

Secretary’s Diary Improved. |
The diary of the contractor’s secretary
fell into the hands of Mr. Bernard, M.
P, who conferred ‘with Mr. Green, M.
P, both British Columbia Conserva-
tive ‘members,” and the two of' them
brought the matter to the attention of
Mr, Rogers. A little Jater on, when
the secretary wanted to get his dur{
and his papers back the contractor. too
action in .court tg have them Jmpound-
ed, and tc.mmsnbuc the contents: from

being made public..” This ‘moming':the
paper:wo arrived b'ﬁ:m wcmﬁ an. yu‘j&
now me roperty through

medium of tf: puhﬁc accounts commlt«-

The: secre who kept-the private:
record of what waa hapj on the |
inside, was also on hend- this morning
and gave part of the whole story to the
committee, reading some of the extracts
from the + He did pot. pet very
far with it this mommi owing o what
looked like blocking hlxiu by the Con-
servative members, These blocking tac-
Hics finally aroused Mr, Carvell's ie and
he procecded Just at the close of the
committee to_bring out a few of the
“hot things.” ;
In apswer to a
T
W he bad told his story to Messrs.
Green and Barnard, ﬂfj{ asked him “to
keep quiet about i#;” also that the con-
tractor in question had said, as recorded
in the Hiary, that he was zolgf to give
My, C ts, Conservative M, P, for
Comox-Atlin, 31,500, Messrs, Green and
Barnard indignantly denied that they had
tried to '-gcut any sllencer on the witness,
and in the commons this afterncon Mr.
Clements also dignantly denied that he
had anyihing whatever to do with any
ﬁnﬂ: and had never in his life, either in

is public or frivate capacity, received a
single cent of graft money,

here the story rests for the present,
but there will be further interesting de-
velopments when the .committes meets,
again and the records of the diary gre
fyrther =one into, \

Malloey’s Bvidence,

The  commiitee at today’s session

w

w

few pointed queries
witness swore that

four or five hundred boards, !?nnnﬁn
&:'awm‘mw.w. nm’mﬁ

-

heard spme interesting evidence from G.
E.. Mallory, engagec on the job as en-

\

Q! witmny
2| a

. m -
Patron- 17?1%
; in pub-| rock
survive a vigorous | rork

William Pugsley
8 rangement under
$2,252,900 are. made to these companies | was operating the

7 railway of its obligations.
ment. could not do that without an act
of parliament.” -

Mr. McDonald’s Query,

over by Sir Charles Davidson, E
MacDonald asked if that commissj

engaged in the duties assigned to him
order-in-couneil,
made with regard

dominion
eign life insurance eompanies doing bysj-
ness in Canada to
quired by law in the same kind of secyyi.
ties, was then
Sir Wilfrid Laurier expressed the opin-
ion that the bill
loan from the insurance companies and
regretted fhat the government had seen

E.
so because he considered the plan em-
bodied therein would be useless

Ongce, twice, and thrice

"Thé
Awake, O. watchmen on the walls, l
And lift your dead hands to the drum

for Sub-contractor C,
Id, - Mallory said s

,"md fifty-two .cents for eartlh,
As a matter of fact, he told Mr. Car.

vell, ‘;:lkb;n al;’::l‘;? fifty yards of rock had

Early in today’s house sitting 1op

enquired if the ar-
which the 8overnment
National Transcontiy.

| ental ‘railway from Moncton to Winnj.
peg was a dpermanent one,

“It could not be a Dermanent ope»

replied Sir Roberf Borden, “unjess the
government agreed |

to take over the road
Grand Trunk Pacific
The govern.

nd relieve the

Aluding to Sir Sam Hughes der,

that allegations as to his connection wit|
the awarding of fuse contracts be ir

estigated before the tribunal prmid:‘i

M.
0
ad completed .its work and when rwl
ould" make® its report,

The prime minister answered that Sir
harles Davidson’s commission was stilt
!)\'
An ‘inquiry had been
to his report, at least

upon cases of which he had completeq
thlixit investigation, Sir Robert understoog
report and was endeavoring to expedite
it, ‘although he had to read some 6,000
DPages of testimony,

Forced Loan, Says Laurier,

Sir Charles was preparing an interin

Sir Thomas Whité’s bill requiring Cun.

adian ‘life insurance ecompanies to inyest

portion. of their net ledger assets in
government securities and for-

make deposits re-
taken up in committee.

provided for a forced

although the dill was introduced as a
war measure,
for it even in
ance companies were
their investments by the Insurance act,
and it appeared no hardship that they
should be required to invest a portion of
;heir assets in dominion securities.

& good deal might be said
time of peace. Life insur-
restricted as to

h The
ill was a war measure intended to pro-

ide a market for domestic war loan is-

sues. In a sense the bill did provide for

forced loan. The finance minister,

‘however, pointed out that the life insur-
ance companies were exempted from the
operation of the tax on profits and that
the securities which they were called up-

n to invest in were beyond question ang

paid an attractive rate of interest.

The bill was reported and the house

went into committee of supplies on fish-
erles estimates. The house later went
into.committee of supplies on interior de-

artment estimates.

Keeping in the “Posk.”

Hon, Wm, Pugdéy moved to reduce a

vote of $260,000 for geodetic and astro-
nowmical work by $125,000, arguing that
this ex;{):pdlture could very well be elim-
inated

ver supported this contention. The mo-
tion was defeated by a standing vote of
89 to 10,

war time, and Hon. Frank 0}i-

Hon. William Pugsley then advocated

the reduction of $250,000 in a vote of
woao for» Canadian, British and for-

agengies, ;and " general immigration

expenses,

Hon, Dr. Roehe pointed out that when

the estimates were prepared he had given
instructions that strict regard was to be

ad to ecomomy. Consequenty the ap-

propriation® which was $1,200,000 last
year,
pointed ont further than the department
required a certain amount of money for
868 in case of necessity and that the
grant for bonuses on immigration would
not be expended unless there were new
settlers coming into the country,

had been reduced to $900,000, He

A vote was finally taken on the item,

and the committee by a division of 22 to
9, decided to retain it,

The house adjourned at 11 o"clock.

PROFIBITION BiLL IN

DOMINION. COMMIN

Ottawa, March 80—By a vote of 103

to 15 the resolution introduced by H.
H. Stevens calling for, dominion-wide
prohibition ag“amended by R. B. Ben-
nett to leave prohibition in the hands
of the provincel

sions as to the importation of liquor in-
to their res
ried in ‘the house today, Of the fiftecn

but enforce their deci-
ve territories, was cur-

ho voted against the amendment, one,
M. MacDonald, explained that he did

ard
temperance

as intended to mislead

;entlngezlx‘t. On th; other handé a numE
er o whe had voted agains
the Beln?i,t“:'mendment voted for the
amended resolution, explaining that they
did so beeause they considered it hetter
than no prohibitory measure at all. No
Conservatives o)
olution. . Sir

the affi

explanation of his course necessary.

josed the amendod res-
rid Laprier voted in
ve without considering any

Clarion.

{By Harold Trowbridge Pulsifer, in the

Outlook, New York),

God send a prophet tongued with flame
To sear the Nation's self-content;

' Lest writ in words of livid shame

Ye read, eternal banishment.

Dread banishment from those High Hulls
Your fathers bunilded wide and deep.
Onee.autwice. and thrice the

trumpet

calls,— )
How long shall ye lie bound in sleep?

The skies are dark with homing ghosts.
With Belgian blood the world is red.

Through the salt sea in piteous hosts
Still troop the phantoms of your dead!

Shrill-voiced your chosen leaders cry
The need of freedom for your gold.
Thank God the men at Concord lie
Too deep to know what ye have sold.

Was it for this the ancient ho
Carved out the viches of your s
Then let the sea blot ont the land,
The storm blot out the wasted toil!

Blot out the dream of Washington,
Blot out the vision Linclon knew,

t;

Blot out their hope of air and sun,

Bring back the pight they overthrew !

the trumpet
¢

sword is nigh, the sword is come!

Rev. J. Clement Wilson is now

Halifax preparing for routine service h)
taking a military course,

LNES T

Provlhcj Has Claif
Big Companies,
Pressing Th

. peturn Brought Down |
lncomplm ~ Dalhoug
Rendered Bill for Exp
Wood, But Mirami

Escapess

Fredeticton, March 31
Mr, Dugal asked the gove

down correspondence and
as the memorial in conne
Dalhousie and Miramichi

pany’s exportation of ro§
from the crown lands.

ednesday afternoon
i;t?; of lapds and mine
the acting premier, broug)
turn whichy eertainly wa
plete. Fhe memorial of
panies, the Dalhousie Lu
the Mivamichi Lumber Cq
ust 12, 1915, and pl:esen
solicitor, ‘Geo. W. Fowle
copied in full, but the
Jas. K, Flemnming who v
Jands and mines, did not
papers although it was
it is veferred to in the m
ing ' been Treceived by t
Clatke.

Me, Flemming’s Assuranc

It appears that after the
by Hon. Mr. Grimmer
passed, -and . the appoint
Grimmer as attorney-geng
gers of the Dalhousie a
Lumber Companies inte
Mr. Flemming who succeg
mer, and obtained from
assurance which amounte
that the act of 1911 woy
forced. -

In the memorial Mr.
companies stated that a
of the act the parties inl
interview with Hon. Mr.
received his verbal assuras
not necessary to “Earm
cut from crown lands a
pulp wood so long as al
cut from private- lands
tured, -

It was pointed out th
ficult: and  expensive to
crown lands timber fron
land timber and that it
vantage of the timber @
the large lumber from B

ranted lands and to
umber from both cuts,
the damaged jumber for
wood.

“Sacred Word” of Public)

Relying .upon these pr{
morial said, that the pd
have carried  out theis
thoroughly, snd Mr. Fof
pa iph in the memo

{ thatdhis arrangement was
" but it has yet to be le
* spoken word of a public
regarded as less sacred
same has been reduced
already a letter from Ho
ming, confirming the st4
in this memorial, has b
the present minister of lai
{Hon, &e J.’ Clarke.)
The memorialists asked
ent yerbal arrangement §
and that the acts of 19
with to the pro
sxportation of rossed py
crown lands, and the act
ing a penalty for its v
be repealed and a new
that all logs cut upon
the size of 9:inches upj
the stump, exeépt seamy
partially decayed or bu
wise unfit for being saw
shall’ be manufactured ¢
in the act of 1911, and
lumber shall be manufag]
to the will of the licens:
ent verbal arrangement
until the law is enacted
The clalm against the
pany was brought down
$116,000: $36.000 in 19
in 1912-1918; $40,000 in

Plea of Busy Season A

It was in January 19
Loggle, deputy ministe
mines; wrote the Dalhoul
chi Lumber Companies
ince was entitled to co
cause of their violation
1911,

On January 28, fol
Brankley, for the comp
postponing the giving of
cause of the busy seaso

On Feb. 4 Hon. Mr, (
this.

..On June 21, Colonel

a bill against the Dal
for $116,000,

There s no mention ¢
“the, Miramichi Lumber
least ' the papers broug
:u)use do not contain &
t

On June 26, 1915, M
nied that there had bed
of the law and asked f
tion,

On June 29, Mr. B
statemvent asked for by
in January previous.

On July 10, Hon. M
ter of lands and mine
thet he would grant a
it were necessary, and
the memorial of the two
Mr. Fowler introduced
ernment §s dated.

What Became of Claims

There is no intimatiol
government did with t
against the Dalho
There is' no statement
claim was against the
ber Company, although
mor to the effect that
“mounted to a quarter
4rS. There has been nd
any source as to what
Proposes to do, whethe
Brant the prayer of the
Whether they intend
Smeunt and place it to
Tevenues of the provino
If the intention is to
of the memorial no d
be introduced this sessi
Acts of 1011 and 1915 3
mming promised ang
¥ wishes.
i Dames of those
m:.mﬁiar to the
%k and the ou

awaited with considera




