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WOODBRIDGE
~ SORRY PLIGHT.

E I

Snpérinten_deﬁi of Deaf and Dumb Institution

“Doesn’t Know,”

“Can’t Remember,”
and ‘‘Can’t Explain” When Cross-
Examined About Accounts

\

“BO0KS WORTHLESS"—CON. BARRY.

L

il

,,SUayB and Plausible on Direct Examination Mr. Woodbridge
™Gave a Sad Exhibition Under- Mr. Phinney’s Ques-
tlons-—More Trouble Coming His Way

Fredencbon, Sept ‘4—(Special)—The de-
lenoe in the Deaf and Dumb investigation
Koday sut  forward ite star witness ' in

&psbmn‘dent Woodbridge  to explain
e meny MM‘in,the. nancial

lmHn gave his c?dnr:dm 8 ﬁhnrwter-
gurely have con-

mﬁeﬁ“ W e h::d -hearted prosecttor,
eumutmi by

hag-tmemm

eonsideréd, for ux-mple, all the farm
plements, bo: , wagons, fur-
miture, ih.,»puzd:ud with money sub-
mcribed by the public and also by the
xovemment grant as his private and pet-

property.
“uileo ‘sbated that until three or four
Mﬂ.go lie kept his private and - the

g
3’

: mmgh thdlmt aub-
Mm %ng then nrmn%eal to &e wit- b

mess a list of ; subscribers

in Summerside’ amuuntmg i?;ms and |

SUPERINTENDENT WOODBRIDGE. -
Underwent Interesting Cross- Exammamm
¢ "+ oo Fredericton  Inquiry: -,

Rhe ’thnet coulc! ‘not’ expmh the " omis-
gion.

Towards the close of the afternoon ses-
wmion:in. his endeavor to explain Ahe taxes
and i ce the witness . praetically
t’hrcwf u;i e gponge and: offered worse
than no explanation. for these items.

An Interesting Outlook. . |

It s e many . more i‘ea.tures of
this financial muddle will be brought
Forward orrow. ‘‘The books were
burnt” in 1897, and the balance sheet for
lhe year was made up la!'gely from mem-

Mr. ‘Woodbridge,
IGregory, gave the

exammed by Mr.
history of the institu-

fion. &nd himself, At Halifax his
salary was  $1,150 per year, be-
gides en  allowance of $350 for

board of family. In eddition he was
pllowed a furnished -residence, domestics,
laupdry, fuel and light. He had no finan-
assistance in establishing the Fred-
ericton school. He gaid he had advanced
$650 from his private funds during the
first year of the existence of the insti-
mm& dm no salary for himself
e. Powers entered the employ
of the insﬁ‘tnhon in the autumn of 1883.
Witness did nop Teceive any salary until
Jthe ingtitution had been runming three
pod one-half years. In 1886 he advanced
£rom, lm pmte funds the sum of $120,

ing. the mduceofrt.he ought
: z:|t Hh:?mrg pay the taxes, gé qgot

i4iin 1891,

-}.per month. Witness had purchased <he

‘Waalary: due-him for- the fitst three years,

4| vadced in that period. Pupils had never:
| been excluded from the gchools hy. reasom:

{ferred to may have becn pux‘ghased for

4§ military: hair brushes bought from: Mr-

erty up to the institution as he ‘thought
as. po rent, wae paid this arrangement was
16 more fair, TPhe rent of the house
gipce 1891 was paid to him. The insti.
tution was «harged mo. rental ,and . recejy-

remjember having ¢harged the’ msurimce
up tto the institution, prior to moving into’
the! new brick: building, but might  have |
dome so. The new building was ocoupied
There was $5,000 insurance on
thie Building when it was burned’ 4w
and e not ‘remeniber ‘that a

am was ever carried prior to ‘hhe fire.

Pupil and Employe.

Regarding Henry. Robmso: 1t ‘was trne
that he had received vwages. while shown
in the return as e pupil. His aunt was’
anxious that he should learn to earn his
own living. He thought the name of the
aunt was Mns. George McKenzie. She
paid for, his education and clothing for
a time and then stopped. Witness paid
Robinson $3 a month at first and gradu-
ally moreaped: it. He was Teceiving
instouction at the school gome of the
time he was & pupil, but only sometimes
in school. He was still in the employ of
the institution and was being paid $12

o i e

Scarnell property solely for the benefit of

he sdhool. He did not want to move 'n-
_to wown:, because of incr rent, then.
an outside place w'as 'beﬁter for ﬂhe pux-.
poae of /the “school.

A Little Horse frade. :

. 'The payment of ,}35 on. a horse trade
'was for a 'horse used on the farm, and
the same was true in regard to the $50

4| paid’ Mr. ‘Coolktsoni* for a ‘horse. Nearly all |
f the farm. produce pequired . by the" insti-

tution was grown on.the .farm,  Some-
times in the epnzvseeds had to be pur-
dhased. ‘He had néver put in a claim for

and the state. of the funds never permitved
.hih to remburse ‘himself'for moneys ad-

of theif parents being unable to pay- He,
felt it his duty to look up all deaf child- |
ren in the province ‘and try and ‘induce]
them to attend the institution.

Commissioner Barry remarked that he’
had evidently not been successtul, as the
census showed 450 deaf mautes in the
province.

Mr, Gregory thought this total included
adults and children who had been edu-
catéd in addition to pupils at the school.
i~ Continuing, Mr. Woodbridge said he
tried to keep his personal accounts separ-
ate from the institution’s accounts, but
his time was so takeén up that he was not.
always succesgful. Private items did not
get into the accounts through any con-
nivanee ‘on' his part.” The jewel cases
shown in the accounts were probably 25
cent articles: ‘purchased by 'Mrs. “Wood-
bridge for the children’s Christmas tree.

The Merry Yuletide,

These ware not always purchased d‘unng
Christmas time. The fancy 'baa}(ets Te-

the painling’class, and some may have
been for the use of the institution. The

Dibblee. for $3 were .presented to Mr.
Prince in recognition for his faithful ser-
vices. Mr. Prince did other work in addi-
tion to teaching. The Abbey’s salt pur-
chased was for the general us¢ of the
house, and anybody not feeling well was
given a glass.

Mr. Gregory next read from the ac-
counts for furniture and repairs to show
that the list was not confined to furniture
but included othér work and supplies in
connection with the institution.

Not Good Business, This.

Commissioner Barry, after some mental
arithmetic, remarked that he thought
more farm produce could be bought for
the money expended on the institution’s
farm than was derived from it. It was
shown that $32 a month ywas paid out in
wagés, then there was the board of the
farm hands and other expenses, which
made a total of more than $600 a year.

Mr. Woodbridge explained that the farm

“And the Books Were Burned.”

Hie gbility to eollect snlary Hepended
wwholly. upon the state of the finances. .

The brick building used by the institu-
twnimburnedduwnmlm and wit-

and accounts were then de-
-troryed Tt had always been his wish
that the government should assume the
finaricial responsibility of the institution.
IThe legislature was at nearly
jvery session and asked to extend the
same support us was given the Halifax
Bchool for the Blind, The witness had
mever: yeceived any instruction in book-
keeping, and did mot seem to be adapt-
ed for that kind of worlk. -

For the last 12 years he had only shown
Whe smount of the met collections in the
weports, The Scarnell property had been

purchased by witness with . his . private
funds, and which was used for the pur-
posés of the institution. No charge was
made for rent, . The labor for operafing
fhe farm was paid for out of the funds
of the imstitution and the produce wes
handed over without charge, | ., , sim

“He Thought” »

: sheet.

hands also worked in the garden and
fields about Government house, and did
chores about the place. The witness was
not always systematic in ‘taking vouchers
from servants employed by him. e ex-
plained that the subscription list shown
in the annual report did not in -all cases
represent money paid the institution. The
collectors' not unfrequently had their ex-
pensecs donated by hotel, and boarding
hous¢ keepers, and showed the amount
as a subscription. Merchants with whom
the institution had an account sometimes
paid their subscriptions in goods and -the
amount credited on the bill, so it would
be readily seen that the published list was
not indicative of the cash received. The
actual met receipts were shown in the
balance sheets.

He'd Swear to It ‘

He would swear positively that every
dollax received by the institution from all
gources was acknowledgd in the balance

Only collectors who came well recqm-
mended were appointed, and there was no

\ \ e bad_ gharged the taxes on the grog-J

Lway of regulating the travgﬁng expenses.

POOR DOCUMENT

The items of periume shown in the ac-
counts was not purchased by witness for
the institution; but it may have been
bought by Mrs. Woodbridge ag a present
for the pupils.

Commissioner Barry stated that in some
bills there was no distinction between pri-
vate items and institution.

The witness always paid for his own
clothing, boots and shoes, etc., out of his
private funds, and Mrs. Woodbridge did
the same. They had private accounts with
the dry goods stores and other business
houses, and the witness promised to show
samples tp the commission. lle had no
separate accounts with druggists.

Mistake Not Deliberate.

The witness had had the act of assem-
bly amended largely to benefit Helen Bo-
land and Geo. Crane, who had entered the
ingtitution too far advanced in age to re-
ceive the advantages of the mum;lpal grant.
under the old act Hé had observed in the
statement submitted by . the edpcational
department that the age of a pupil named
Humphrey Lutz had been mis-stated. It
‘was a surprise to him and he was sure
that the mistake had mnot heen made de-
liberately. He obtained the retraction of |
the immoral charges from Kred. Boal

Mr. Powers was employed s@as a collector
and a teacher, and also assisted with the
correspondence.

To Mr. Phinney the witness said he was
connected with the Halifax school for
four years. He had previously been em-

| ployed as a teacher in several of the large

schools of Great Britain., Some of the
pupils at the Halifax institution entered
the IFredericton school on its establish-
ment.

‘Woodbridge Forced to Retire.

He did not leave the Halifax institution
of his own free will.: The man who pre-
viously held the position was induced to
return, through. the offices of friends, rand
the witness had ‘to retire. The Halifax'
institution  was_sustained by government |
grants - am _private subscriptions. *

e undertook the establishment ‘of the
Fredericton. school: as, a pexsonal .venjure,,

¥

"hﬁp had no promise of government assistn;
Could: mot say . that hey:
started, the' school purel.y\as a bueuzesqx

ahée gt the time. .

venture. ‘.

He wanted to makc a hvmg, and at the
same time establish an institution with:
which his name would be connected: He.
lost money the first three and 'a half
years. He commenced an agitation for
government aid in 1883, his object bemg
to try and make the ln.stltutxon a paying
one. Could not say positively that there
were puhscnpt!ons unpaid when 'he made
his first report in 1884. He could not ex-
p]am why the deficits in 1886 were $743.45,
in 18845 $156.65 and 1883 $144.

Mr. Gregory's lanuendo.

Mr. Gregory wanted to know from Mr.
Phinney if that was the year that the
auditor-general had failed to pay his sub-
scmptxop

Mr,. Barry. ‘asked why, the ayditpr-general

'hud been singled. out as an example;..to

which Mr. Magintyre volunteered ‘the. qm #| the province of Quebec in obtaining 1ioney |
&8’ The witness-was ' mext inferrogated in

.regrard to- 4 hartbware aceount from Jas.

formation that,3t was hecause el had
given evidencé not ! fayorable tid Hr
Gregory's side of the case. =

Mr. Woodbridge said he was approach-
ed by parents in New .Brunswick to o8&
tablish a school.lhere ‘but could not gwe
the names of the pecple. The educational
advantages he offered were mot as favor-
able as at Halifax as the latter was better
equipped. The; New: Brunswick - gowern-

‘mén..grang. was . diverted thouqb h:s i

ﬂum . A
He regardod the school 4s a 'pnvate one.
For many years he did mnot differentiate
between his private accounts and these.
of the institution. He zan -both together
4 until three or four years ago when he en-
deavored to separate them. (Althopugh he

received public funds from the government |,

and other sources he coasidered it a pri-
vate institution.

The witness could not ex*pla:m what he
meant in his direct testimony by saying xt
was a pnivate venture.

There was some friction between him
and the committee about the government
funds and he was refused the money.

He did not remember receiving the re-
solution passed by the committee, refusing
to pay him the money as advised by Hon.
A. G. Blair. He had the resolution read
from the minubes of secretary. He had

‘m profit and loss account and did not

w whether he wa$ making ‘mohey or
loding it. He made no saying from year o
¥

r. He could explain statement in :thie]
n’nual report that' the Botsford! yvoﬁertj?’

vas purchased of the savings from year to
year. The accounts do not explain it.
The Accounts Useless.

Kommissioner Barry eaid that the ac-
‘counts do not amount to anything as head

nor tail cannot -be made out of them or

the books.

The witness could not explain the large
differences in the unaccounted balances
{from year to year.

He astated that the ocommission and
travelling expenses were put in the reports
for the information of the public but did
not know whether they were all in or
not. There was $334.66 for this purpose
in one balance sheet and still the un-
accounted balance was over $405.

This deficit could not be explained away
on the ground that it was for travelling
expenses and commission. The collectots
made him a return of money gathered on
the trip and expenses of it. When there
was a number of unpaid subscriptions he
made up a yearly list.

He did not know where last year's list
was. It was probably destroyed. There
was some unpaid but only small amounts.
His explanation of how these unaccounted
balances were made up were purély guess-
work. Powers kept a book of his expenses
and had seen them but did not know
where to find them. He did not know
of any of those previous to this year could
be found. He thought not.

Auditors Took His Ward,

The auditors never saw the expenses 'of
the collactors and he had to trust to the
statement of the witness that the collee-
tions were correct. The annual report for
1886 was placed in the hands of the wut-
ness and he stated it was a complete list
of the suhscribers for the year.

He did not know if any money- had
been collected in Summerside. He could
find none acknowledzed. He could not ex-
plain why . there was not any from that
city.

A list of subscriloi: was'shown the wit-
ness but he could not say if they had
subscribed that year or not.

Commissioner Bary stated in the ab-
sence of statements of the expenses and
the amount of the unpaid balancee the
whole question of what became of the
money was purely a theoretical problem.

Witness never asked the government to
take over the school but asked the gov-
ernment for an increased grant. ‘r'he
Scarnell farm and houses are his private
property. The farm of the institution 18
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the Sca.mell lot. 1T ,‘Botéfurd pmperiy
has two fields upon it. He gave the use
of the farm to the school and- considered
in working the farm was helping himself.

All the expenses of improving the farm
were charged to the institution.

He had never told the audibor that the
taxes charged were those on his private
property, in fact had never told him any-
thng about them.

Institution Paid It All.

The taxes were on his own property
and the institution also paid his income
taxes. Since 1898 he had not charged the
taxes to the institution and did mot call
the attention of the auditor to the fact.

He did not know why he abandoned

~ | cliarging them to the institution. He had

no knowledge of any insurance on the
briek insbitution except $5,000. He did not
know the rate. He paid the premium of
insurance.

He had no entry to show for the pay-
ment.

The attention of witness was called to
his' own books showing insurance and
taxes was $240.91. He could not explamn
how this, sum was made up. That is the
amount entered in his books.

The taxes were only $32.34¢.and he couid
not explain the difference. The books
and accounts were destroyed in the fire of
1897, )

The vouchers were destroyed and the
balance sheet was largely made up from
memory. -The collecters’ books were de-
stroyed and. he 'did - not know how he
made up the- mbschrp‘hon list. The books
were all desttoyed except those produced.
He did not know whether the insurance
on his own private pmperty was charged
up against the mstitution or no. He had
no personal insurance on the brick build-
ing. He had $1,000 on his own furniture
in ‘his bwn name. Phere was also §1,000
in nimé of institution. There was $2,000
insurance -on..the furniture in the school.
He, made out the: pmotfdf}oasforhlsovwn
furniture and, he t:houg’hvt, also for' the
school,”

fIﬂ:e"inSurawe in his own namé’ was on
:hls own' firniture. " The furnjture in the
gover;,meﬁt house’ js partly his oy and
[ partly” the' ingtibution.
could give nio idea what wis his pe!‘—
"pfnhtu:l"e \H(:id bhb'(;g'lg: gxﬁl

r 'the school, not ' con ;

harness and vve't‘yt.ﬁng

: ]m and mrbtmg room suite.

the wap)ns
for the farm mged to him.

He could not explmn why he had charg-
ed' the différence in the horse . trade
against the institution.

“Are all ‘thése things in the running ac-

counts ‘of institution and ehamged to the
mtxtutwn xonr property.” Amswer—Yes.

“The public and government funds were
appropriated for the purchase of horses, |:
harness, wagons; ‘ebc., which you consider
yotr own.” Angwer—Yes!

George Bolster gave evidence during a
portion of the afternoon on the methods,
eto.; uf coUeetmg

, Mr. "Woodbridge ‘stated that during the
inyestigation 'James Neville, one of the
emplayes of the PWstitution; had been’ col-
lectmg funds’ i ‘"New Brunswick and P.
E. Islend and at present was engaged in

{ for the mshtut!on—a strange Doiece "
‘news in view "¢
at the enquuy at the institution wou
not open,again, It is rumored about
Fredericton that some effects are being
reln w22 from-the dnstitution.

¢ . U el s R

Fredericton; «iSept. : 5—(Special)—Mr.
Woodbridge was on the stand all day :ab
the deaf and !dunfb enquiry and .the
greater pm't of #it ‘was occupied by M.
Plinney in ‘his "endéavot to untangle the
actounts and ‘books® of the institution.

This was for %ﬁto be an impossible task,
s the witness'coftld’ throw very little Txght
upon them.
he ever knew 'dbout them.

The complainints were prepared to go
very thoroughly into all his financial state:
ments, but thé examination had to be
abandoned as only a waste of time- The
books were shotwn to be in a hopeless
tangle and the most extraordinary methods
of bookkeeéping were found.

It was shown during the afternoon that
Mr. Woodbridge debited merchants with
the amount of their accounts long before
these were paid. In fact there was a large
number of entries in his books on the
debit side the amounts of which were still
nnpald, although entered in the same way
as! bills paid. '

All present considered this an extraor-
dlnzﬂ“f"fﬂe tHod st bookkeopiig EHa M ex-
‘planation only created more amazement.

The BiaiRitia@ion:

1t developed during this testimony how
he had obtained the retraction from Fred

;10 i

The committee were not

l'cncd l)y him. :
hpse chg.rged' “svhich;

oﬂu il gk

bridge? h vmtm?f Mrs.

: @m
1 Boal, al ‘w}ﬁow amj mother ‘of the young

man livifig at® Sussex, demanding “thie.
withdradgl of ‘thg; tharges. He informed
hey of’ the paequences, which would fol-
low if hﬁx did not retmct at once.

charges in Sussex with Mrs. Boal for her
son to sxgn and returned to Fredericton.
As the retraction did not come to hand
he wrote ‘awother levter to Mrs. Boal
threatening,, ljhel. proceedings if the re-
traction were not sent. This accomplished
ity purposé afid’ flie withdrawal of .the
charges was obtained and at once shown
to the committee of management and - ac-
cepted by them without any question as
to how it wak ‘obtained.

Mpre Serious Charges

A responsﬂﬁc person had made state-
ments of @ 'more. serious nature than Mr.
Boal early this year but Mr. Woodbridge
admitted that he had not endeavored to
obtain any withdrawal of these state-
ments but preferred to-ignore them.

It also transpired: that Mr. Woodbridge
charged elothing, repairs of boots, etc.,
for pupils against the institution and when
the parents paid the amount of these ac-
counts he never credited the institution
with the moneys received.

Mr. Woedbridge . was queqtloned in re-
[ gard to the insurance claim for the furni-
ture destroyed by fire at the institution in
1897. He explained that part of the fur-
niture destroyed was his own property
and part was owned by the institution;
it was not all purchased from the funds
of the institution.. The witness had no
record showing what proportion of the
furnituré was his own. At the time he
submitted a statement to the 1nsurance
companies showing the amount on the in-
stitution furniture.

Time Soialibey Took It Over..

He never made cl§im to the commlttee
‘for wages of 1883-6.
| Mr. Phinney in raply o a questagn by

-funds.

his previons state n(?t*'

He had forgotten ncarly ail

Boal of the charges of immorality. « pre-

NAM‘? M Wosd: ] Bfu
an

He left*a%Sgrtbton iwithdrawal * of the

’VIr Gregory szud he was not anxious to
take over the institution, but he would
say frankly that he thought it was about
tiune somebody took it over.

Continuing, Mr. Woodbridge said he
considered the funds contributed by the
government and municipalities as school
The ‘funds contributed by sub-
scribers were used for the same purpose
and treated as school funds. No portion
of the moneys was his own private funds.
He considered that all meneys contrib-
uted were intended for the purposes of
the school. He received a salary of $500
fixed by the committee and has since al-
\vays received it. He held that he had a.
c’aim against the institution for what wasd
due him for the three and a half years
that he worked without salary. He could
not say that the trustees were responsible
for his salary for that period. He regarded
the institution as public only so far as its
object was to educate the deaf and dumb.

The Last of That Kind.

Mr. Phinney called the witness’ at-
tention to an item of $36.61 for taxes en-
tered in the accounts of 1898. The wit-
ness admitted the item was correct, but
claimed that it was the last charge of the
kind he had made. He did not think he
had made any charge for taxes after the
permanent auditor had been appointed in
1808.

the evidence that the institution possess-
ed assets to the value of about $3,850. In-
cluded in this ‘was the furniture, which
was estimated to be worth $1,000 apart
from the lien which Mr. Woodbridge
claimed to have upon it.

In reply to Mr. Phinney, the witness
stated that the Botsford property - was
purchased by the institution in 1886.

Jogged His.Client's Memory.

iMr. Phinney . said the wrecords showed
that the purehase had been in 1884 and
asked' the  witness if it. 'was not possible
that he was mistaken:' Mr. Woodbridge:
contended that he was right, and quiteya
lively ' discussion followed, which .. was
fipally ended by Mr. Gregory, who. ]ogged
the memory rof:chis  client,. by quoting.
from a reportito show: 't.hat the purchase

e had really :‘been. made: in -1884. Vin

,Continuing, ' the witness emxh he gave {/

,imtu'wctjons to merchants doing business;

with the.institytion té'keep:iseparate ae-
.counts of purchases made for .the family-
and the institution. He could not say
positively ' that they followed his instrac-
tiohs in all cases.

He would not say that goods purchased
with the institution funds were not re-
garded by him as his private property. It
would mnot make any difference the
souyrce of the money employed to purchase
thé goods it would depend on the use of
the goods kvhether they were his private
property or no. Some of the articles
charged against the institution he con-
sidered his private property. Had ori--
vate drug account with Geo. Y. Dibblee.
He would not say that such articles as
perfumery and Pears’ soap, unless pur-
chased for a specific purpose, would 'be
properly changeable against the. imstitiu-.

agunst the ‘institution.

8. Neill. This..account was made out. in

’hhf, name, of A: F. Woodbridge, and -Mr.

Phinney endeavored to ascertain if. . . the |.
goods purchased. were for his private use
in/ his four or. five houses or for the in-
stitution.' The witness replied that he
tricd to keep a separate account, and as
‘fnr as he could reeollect all h&rdware foy
-bis l;an “use \waﬂvpgad for from hss private
.un s z

Headgear for the thl.
Accoutits ' 6f Fréd B bdgecmﬁbc and’
the ‘Misses Young were next turmed up

witness throw some’ light upon’them. Mr."
Woodbridge contended that the millinery
biil was largely for -hats purchased for
female pupils. He afterwards adlmtted
that the institution was mot supposed to
clothe the pupils, but sometimes found
hats for them. He would not say that a
hat for his servant girl (Lizzy) was charg-
ed up in the bill

L The Commissioner Amazed.

His apparent carelessness in book-keep-
ing, he said, was partly accounted for by
the fact that he considered the institu-
.tion was his own property. Com-
migsioner Barry stated  that he
could not imagine; ‘any . :man - run-
ning a public
books as these had been kept, Asked wh
My Powers did not assist -with the boofcy
keeping work, the witness replied that he

did ; ,bav tune,
cbrr'{{) tice
turned [mm his colhcung tours.
He. goighti have drawn the county grant
féx*H 3 tison, as a pupil, the first ses-

sion while he was employed as a servant
abpnt the: i
A dy  the: gramt £t the
cond term: Titsie' Haldy -had been éin:

time and was also entered “as-‘a pupil.
Could not say that a grant had ~been
drawn for her while so employed. He
had' put the name of Ferguson, a Fred-

tional department, and had made no com-
ment upon it, though aware that he was
not entitled to an allowance.

His Loose ldeas.

He had mever claimed for Willie
Mathews from the county grants as he
was from Prince Edward Island. He con-
sidered that he was not paid miuch for his

year on the Island for the institution
which he considered no more than paid
for the boy. The collectors nged his name
to induce people to subseribe. It was
pointed out to the witness that the col-
leetions last year in Prince Edward Isl-
and amounted to $388.

He applied to the Indian ‘comiissioner
for clothing for Dedan. Cannot say. if the
Indian commissioner sent him to Frederic-

$12.50 from the commissioner. He made

the maintenance and education of the boy.
The bill was for about $200 originally and
included the funeral expenses, ete.
not remember was told by letter that
he "had agreed to charge nothing for the
education and maintenance of the boy as
he received the county grants.

Letters were then produced showing tJmt
the department refused to pay for the
maintenance and education of the boy as
contrary to agreement. "Also that there
had been" a" bill for large sum sent to de-
partment and returned,

That Whiskey.

The bill which was finally paid by the
department was produced and showed
charge for two cases of whiskey,only one of
which the department wou'd alloyy as it con
‘sidered the amouht consuimed: escessive:

The legislation for the extension of time
for pupils was obtained at his instance.
When he made the applications in the case

AN S TR e g it ‘s

Commissioner Barry said he found fror;j

tion, it would mot be a ]eg:t:ma«te charge |

and Mr. Phinney endeavored to have the’ tion.

institutidn keepmg his § afjy light on the obsecure .md tangled

s there > Jyas, s u
B, nrﬂs‘lﬂ noying interference with -the “deaf mute

g ion. He: could: not, gwean proceeded to, blackguard the girls and |

p.oyed by ‘vitness a% a servan{ for some | this he accused a young lady who was glv
ygars. She had been a servant for-a long'| ing testimony with being a “perjurer.’

eticton pupil, in his Teturn to the educa-

education. He probably collected $150 a|* He is one of the accused and if street

ton well supplied with clothing. He got ed nothing to the information already ob-

a claim against the Indian department for | clearing up the financial muddle. He, will

He duwt | dolph,

()

. gl . e

of Bowland and Crain he knew. the pro-
vision of the act of 1900. Did mnot know
why, the certificates were not sent although
stated . they had been. No certificates were
ever issued. The matter wag evidently,
not dealt with by the committee as re-
quired by law. Knew it has never been
before it. J .,.;_.li

He kept no farm account and could not
say how much the farm produced. Col-
lectors have been out gathering money
gince this inquiry commenced. James
Neville has been collecting in this prov-
ince and Prince Edward Island. He is
now collecting in Quebec for the institu-
tion. The amount collected this year was
about $1,800. He had entered the salaries
in his' books but they were not all paid.
(Cannot_say the .amount of the. indebted-
mess. He s, still  collecting. Neville has
made ‘no returns of hiscash .gince June.
Does not know how much. he has colleeted
since June.

An examination of the boolm showed
that according to the: wutness, ‘he’ made
entries for large amounts in his books to
his own credit before he had paid out the
money. The entries had been made some
time ago but the accounts charged up had
not- as yet been paid. ¢ ;

And Isn't 1t?

The commissioner thought it an extra-
ondinary method of bookkeeping. In the
Boal charges of immorality the/witness
gaid he made reference of the matter to
the committee. Before any action was
taken by the committee he obtained a re-
traction. Mrs. Boal is a widow. He wrote
her intimating that her son Fred was
liable to an action for making the charges.
He went to Sussex and saw Mrs. Boal
and told her the: consequences if a retrac-
tion were not made and if her son did not
sign the letter withdrawing the charges
which he left with her. After his return
from Sussex as he did not get the retrac-
tion he wrote to Mrs. Boal threatening
her son. with a . libel suit for $1,000.. whe
retraction thef witness had written was
sthep ‘sent to Him. He then showed it to

cotiimittee. That closed ‘the inéident.,

e cutting of cord wood costs 80 cents
a cord. ‘The stumpage on Mrs. Wood-.
wbrldlge’s for spruce wood would then be
$1.10 a cord. Mary Upham was:a sérvant,
tfor-a considerable period. 'He did not pay

any wages: The attention of the wit-
ness Wag called to 'the balamte. sheet oOf
| 1892., s Supposed Mary Upham, was the. dos
megtie paid in 1892. There was ‘nothing
due her when ‘she died. Do mnot kmow
what became of her money after her death.
Mary Haley is paid wages. She was a
sm-va:xt a long time before gebting any

A lavge number of extracts were read
from the annual reports of the institution
showing that the deaf and dumb were
morally and in all respects similar to
hearing people. The witness admitted
these were correct. The pupils were;
taught ordinary book-keeping in the school.
He was the ipstructor.

He returned Lizzie Haley to the educa-
honal departemnt for full time. in sghool.

e ‘did not® receive imstruction the full
txme in ‘school : as She Was ©oub. wm’km{
about the house.

He had'no aubhbnby’ from the committee
or any members to issue the ci r let-}
4ér in the name of the .management re-
garding J. Harvey Brown. He had no di-
rect information’ from Brown afb?ut any
charges.. ;.

‘He hadadhtmmd ata.temenﬁc from  some |
of the:pupils about -the school before the:
- 'Royal
known.; Placed. .these befuwe the com-
mititee.

Before writing the circilar lebbd,' about
Brown ke did ‘not’ fbrmg. ;t beﬁare ‘the
 committee. He -did: ‘not eonsider. if neces-
sary. “He did mot consult any of the’ com-
‘mittee, before sq:pdmg it out. -On’'March
|31, 1902 he wrate B;NWn a letter thanking
]nm for lus past servaoas to. the institu-

“Reex‘mmmed ‘by, Mr. G&‘egory—-He Jeit
the Halifax institution when the former
principal returned. No fault was found
with him in Halifax.

Fredericton, Sept- = T—(Special)—The
proceedmgs at ‘the Deaf -and . Dumb
inquiry on Saturday consisted of the evi-
dence of Sheldon Pride (now a schoo;
_teacher at Randolphand formerly on the
collecting staff.of the mshtu'tlon) and G.
Ernest Powers:

The former was a great fl'Jend of the |
accused and was prepared to assist them
in every way possible. He was' called for
the purpose of clearing up the muddled
fimances, but his evidence did not throw

problem.
The only inferesting Igahme of. hls testi-
mony was the incident regarding his an-

witnesses of the complainants while they
wete in Tredericton, Mr; Pride endeavor-
ed to obtain a snip shot of the witnesses
and having failed to attain ‘his purpose

bdys: by -hurling ‘at them the- epithets
“traitor and villian.” Not satisfied with

His conduct on this occasion he con-
sidered very clever and smart. but the
general opinion was ‘that it was reprehen-
sible and blackguardly. He corroborated
the complainants’ witnesses that the
pupils were taken out of school to work
on Mr. Woodbridge’s farm.

G. Ernest Powers, who is a well-known
figure in the province, having been the
most prominent collector for the institu-
tion, also gave evidence.

The Suave Powers.

rumor is to be believed an. enormous
amount: of evidence has been . piled up
against - him .‘on = “the ~more serious
charges,

On the stand he is the same cool col-
lected, sauve and plausible gentleman that
visits the. subscribers in the large cities
and finds methods of making them hand
over gome of their surplus cash. He add-

tained and did mot in any way assist .in

be cross-examined on Tuesday-

Sheldon Pride, school teacher of Ran-
swore he had been connected with
the institution from June, 1894, to October
1899, and worked chiefly as collector. His
temtorv was in New Brunswick, but did
not include the, city of St. John and coun-
ties of l\cstlvouche 4nd Gloucester.. He
submitted a detailed list of expenses to
the principal, after retru.mng from a col-
lecting. trip.

Could not say what proportion of the
subscriptions remained unpaid, but there
was not a large percentage of the whole.
As a teacher he weould say that the mutes
were in some respects in advance of speak-
ing children. Mr. Woaodbridge was gener-
ally in the school roéin avhen atthome. Had
seen the hoys called out of school to-run
errands. The general echaracter of the
fgod given the pupils was good, whole-

somg and of sufficient guantity. The chil-

Commission  miade the ‘charges|

dren appeared to.be in good health and
spirits.

Their Loving Regatd.

Had scen the girl pupils working about
the institution befors and after school;
never say any of them scrubbing. The
children appeared to have a loving regard.
for, Mr. and Mrs. Woodbridge. Mr-
Woodbridge was firm in the school but
never harsh. Speaking women did the
scrubbing at the institution. Witness had
the, free run  of the. house and Wwas paid
a salary by the institution.

Cross-examined by Mr. Phinney the
witness said he was connected Wwith the
institution almost continuously from June-
1894, to October, 1899. He wae employed
as collector with the understanding thab
he was to teach at times. He had mo de-
finife time to teach or position as teacher.

| He had graduated from the Normal School

just prior to Jommg the taff of the in-
stitution. His main business was collect-
ing and he was to act as teacher. %

Not a Philanthropist—Not He!
Had had no previous acquaintance with'
the habits of deaf and dumb children, but

"| knew something of the double hand alpha-

bet. Did not go into the work from phil-
anthropic motives but as a means of mak-
ing a living, He did not attempt to teach
language but did give lessons to advameed
pupils in arithmetic and geography. He
usually took Mr. Woodbridge’s class.. Mr.
Powers did some teaching but witness
recognized his position as bemg similar to
his own. Had seen him in the school
room teaching.

Witness taught in Mr. Woodbridge’s
place while he was writing this report.
This would be durmg the winter season
Witness was never in the school continu-
ously for more than two weeks any year-
St. John city was given to Mr. Powers as
part of his collecting territory because of
his - having more experience in the busi-

| ness. Mr. Woodbridge, Mr. Prince and

szs Woodbridge “constituted the teach-
ing staff. He ‘had always thought that
Miss Woodbridge was very successful as
a teacher, and as a rule ther pupils made
ool progress- He had. resigned 1896, ahd
Hotward Woodbmdge was appointed in his
plue ¥
uld net Vewear -that younv Wood-
“bri ge lnd acted as a teacher, as he did
not seé him’ tedching in the, sehooJ, but
knéw ‘he did ‘some collecting: After wit-
ness was re-appointed he did mot know
whether Howard Woodbridge continued
as collector or not. He found some of the
pupils very bright and some rather stupid.
Hattie Northrup and Della Green were
among the brightest. He occasionally
lost small articles from his room at the
institution and suspected the girls who did
the work of having taken them. He had
found some of the girls untruthful.

His Ideas About Veracity.

The names of some girls whoe had given
evidence at the in caméra proceedings on
'behalf of the complainants were mention-
ed! and e ‘thought’ them untruthful. He
cotld ‘ot lelly hé thought so. He knew
that they: had given evidence against the
officialy’ of ‘the¢ institution, He considered
Mt Prince, a. member of the staff, very
truthful: <

He did not know- bha‘t Mr. ) Prince had
conféed he wag' 3 liar.

he: wrote, lefters which contained lies. In
fatt he admitted he was a- general all-
ronnd hand at the business.

The’ witness: proceeding stated that he
dvd ot ‘come 'to Fredericton at the solici-
tation of Mr. Woodbridge. He had writ-
ten him offering to come and assist him
and received a letter requesting him  to
come to Fredericton, He came to Irederic-
ton at the beginning of July. He had not
had any communication with any of the
deaf: mute witnesses since the proceedings
began.

Insulted the Witnesses.

He went to Long’s Hotel where the
mute witnesses were staying with the ob-
ject of taking a snap-shot of them on the
verandah at the time. The light was bad
so only made a biuff at it.

After that he stepped out on the street
opposite the verandah where the girls
were sitting and and spelt on his fingers
the words ‘“traitor and villian.” He meant
this for Monty Trenholm,i although all
cquld sée him. He spelled the, word “cir-
-cus. rider” to one of the young ladies- He
had heard of ‘this-fact from bf the per-
sons at the table of Mr. Woodbrxdge that
day.

The evidence given, at th'e proceedmga
of: the day, had been discussed at.the table
at the time. He had never heard of her
baing a “circus’ rider” before. She made
‘né reply to hun, but._made violent ges-
‘tures.

The witness thcn took up a position on

the steps of the: hotel and Mr. Brown
ordered him away, telling him he had no
right to interfer¢ and insult the girls.
- He told Mr. Brown that one of the wit-
nesses was a perjurer, as Mr. Powers had
told him what she testified to in the in
camera proceedings. He told Mr. Brown
it was untrue that Alice Archibald was
only in bed two weeks the last time be-
fore she died and hé¢ could prove it was
false.

He Thought He Was Clever.

Later, on cross-examination, it came out
that he had only heard she was more than
two weeks in bed as he had not been
there when she went to bed mor when
she died.

He was not ashamed of his conduct and
actions at the time. He was accompanied
by James Neville, one of the staff. He
considered what he had done was rather
ciever and smart. He told about the in-
cident to Mr. Woodbridge and Powers
and they laughed over it. The reason he
had called the . witness a “traitor and
villian” was because he had come to testi-
fy for the complainants. Monty Trenholm
had not testified @&t the time and he did
not know what he was going to say. Pre-
sumed it could not be favorable to the
institution otherwis¢ he would not be
there.

He had seen the male pupils working in
the garden at the old government house
during school hours. Had had some of
the boys working with him at different
times on the¢ farm at Forest Hill during
school hours one spring. They worked at
dropping potatoes. Did not remember who
the boys were but Trenholm was one.
None of them did more than four or five
days work altogether. He had"seen the
boys collecting drift wood and logs out of
the river. Witness took his meals at the
teachers’ table of' the institution. Did not
know there was a dietary card at the
ta.bl.e used by the ‘pupils. The food for tha
pupils was'prepared differently from that

§ (Continued on page 8, fourth colummn.)
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Commnsuﬁner Barry:—He not only swore ;
that he told lies' arid’ was'a Har, but: that - -




