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Shell Contract ‘Debate Ad- Committee ‘of  Legislature
journed Until Gen. Hughes Recommends [t—Other St.
and Gen: Bertram are John Acts—No Opposition.
Heard from. = oy

Special to The Standard.

Ottawa, March 29.—Today has besn
quiet in the House, conspicuously so
after the turmoil of last night when
W. G. Kyte, of Richmond, made alle-
gations regarding British contracts
placed in the United States by the
shell committee for the British gov-
ernment. Sir Alexander Bertram,
chalrman of the shell committee, I8
in the South regaining his health
after his arduous labors of the past
vear, and General Hughes is in Ens-
land. The debate has been adjourned
until they have had an opportunity
of stating what the facts are in cou-
nection with these contracts. Gener-
al Hughes was cabled today and it is
understood that Gemeral Bertram was
also communicated with. The gener
al feeling is that their explanations
will be thoroughly satisfactory.

There was nothing of moment in
the House. The bill to impose the tax
on business was introduced and the
House went into committee on ths
tariff resolutions. Some of the Lid-
erals objected to the half cent a gallon
on fuel oil, and to the duty on apples,
but the clauses were passed. The bill
to confirm the surrender of St. Peter's
Indian reserve passed through tia
committee stage.

Ottawa, Mar. 29—Sir Thomas White
introduced a bill at the opening of the
house to levy taxes on business pro-
fits, which embodied the provisions of
the taxation resolutions adopted in

WORKING

TR
HOMES BILL
* ENDORSED

Fredericton, Mar. 20—At a meeting
of the Municipalities Committee to-
day, & number of St. John bills were
considered.

An act to enable the city of St. John

introduced by Mr. Lockhart, was pre-
sented to the committee. Tha sec
tions .of the bill were explained by
Commissioners Potts and McLellan,
Commissioner Potts thought that the
details of the bill could be well left
with the Common Council to be work-
ed out. The idea of the legislation
desired was to improve the condition
of the working man’s home by secur
ing him a better residence and do
away with many of the poorer class of
houses.
Commissioner Meclellan said that|
he was heartlly in accord with the|
principle of the bill. It was an ex-
periment entirely and he thought that
the council could at a further date ask
for further privileges. .
Mr. Potts placed the amount of the'
cost at $100,000, while Mr. MdLellan
thought $50,000 sufficient for the pres-
efit.# Capt. Tilley, Councillor O'Brien
and others also discussed the sec-
tions of bill. There was no opposition
to the legislation sought, The com-
mittee decided to recommend the bill
and will consider the amount to be
allotted for carrying its provisions ine
to effect.
Lancaster Sidewalks.

A bill asking power for the municl

pality upon application of the highway

committee a week ago. \

Sir Robert Borders objected to a|
motion in which Mr. E, M. MacDonald
called for information regarding the|
quantity of small arms ammunition |
in stock in Canada at the outbreak of
the war, the increase or decrease in
that quantity and the sale or other
disposition of ammunition since that
time. The prime minister said that|
if such a motion were adopted facts
would be disclosed which, in the opin-
jon of the militia advisers of the gov-
ernment, it would not be in the public
interest to make known. He pointed
out that when he himself had visited
the war office in London, he had been
refused definite information as to the
quantity of shells on hand and the
probable increase in the stock in the
succeeding months. He had simply
been given arbitrary numbers indicat:
ing the ratio of increase expected. He
suggested that the member for Pictou
amend his motion.

The prime minister's motion pro-

viding that ‘government business
should have precedence on Mondays
on, and after Monday next, was pass-
ed,
The house then took up Sir Thomas
White's amendment to the tariff act
to provide for the changes in the
duties on fuel oils and apples, In com-
mittee. The change in the duty on
oils was objected to by Hon. G. P.
Graham, who read a statement sign-
ed by a number of manufacturers in
British Columbia, and who stated that
the rallways whic¢h installed oil-burn-
ing locomotives on their British Co-
lumbia lines in order to protect Brit-
jsh Columbia against fire would be
obliged to pay a higher price for the
fuel.

William Pugsley, Hon. Frank Oli-
ver, Dr. Michael Clark, of Red Deer,
and Hon. W. E. Martin, of Regina, op-
posed the increase in tariff on apples

Dr. Schaffner, the Conservative
member for Souris, traced the high
prices of apples in the prairie prov-
inces to high express charges, He
sald that except in the early part of
the season, most of the apples con-
sumed in Manitoba came from Onta-
rio. “I must say,” he continued, “that
1 most heartily sympathize with the
statement that we should not have
had' the duty increased on apples go-
ing to the western provinces.”

Sir Thomas White replied briefly to

board of the parish of Lancaster to
issue bonds to the amount of $15,000
for the construction of permanent
sidewalks, wag explained by County

Secretary Kelley and received the re-

commendations of the committee, as|

did a bill to provide a morgue‘in the
city of St. John.

It was explained by Mr. Kelley and
Commissioner McLellan that such a
place was much needed in the city
since the closing of the morgue on
King street east. The new building
is at the corner of Duke and Water
streets.

The committee also recommended
an act in further amendment to the
St. John Agsessment Act and an act
to amend the Municipalities Act.

A AN
criticism of the duty, stating it would
be to the advantage not only to the
fruit growers of British Columbia, but
to every apple grower in Ontario and
Quebec as well. If there were any
possihility of developing apple grow-
ing in the prairies themselves, it
would also assist that.

Second reading wa en the bill,
and also to a bill affecting the supe
rior court of Saskatchewan.

At midnight the House divided in
committee of supply on the resolution
of Mr. George P. Boivin, Sheffield, cal-
ling for the striking out of the vote
for $15,000 for specimens for the mu-
seum. Mr. Boivin contended that ow-
ing to parliament occupying the mu-
seum there was no place to put any
specimens which might be purchas-
ed.

The resolution was defeated by a
vote of 24 to 16.

In moving the adjournment of the
House Hon. Robert Rogers said that
the Stevens-Marcil prohibition resolu
tion would have right of way tomor-
row for final voting.

Hon. C. P, Graham asked when the
debate on the shell committee investi-
gation would be again taken up. Hon.
Mr. Rogers replied that Premier Bor-
den would advise Sir Wilfrid Laurier.

e

Lt. Dansereau left

Ambherst.
—_—————.

magazine in Tokyo, Japan, is largely
responsible for the active part wo
men have taken in the Japanese elec-
tions.
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to provide houses for working men,|.

|r~\\'vpl. aerodrome in- the chilly rays of

last night for

Mrs. Aki Yosano, who conducts the
woman's department of an influential
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As Described in the Diary of
an Aeroplane Observer.

THE DANGERS OF
A RECONNAISSANCE

Things to Look For Beyond
German Trenches — Un-
pleasant Attentions of Hun

Anti-Aircraft Guns.

(From The London Dally Mall).
A most important entry In my lit-
tle diary, this the day of my first trip
across the “lines.”

And here in the privacy of my
thoughts and of my pen let it be said
that at first I was troubled with
qualms of fear—qualms that I had ex-
perienced in previous life after a
stormy Channel crossing, or prior to
a visit to my dentist,

As I stood there on the dreary wind-

the early morning sun forebodings fill-
ed my mind. Visions of an awtful
death in midair, and yet a more awful
vision of a downward rush of thous-
ands of feet to the ground below. .I
was roused from my pessimistic
thoughts by the voice of the pilot,
who was already in his seat enjoying
the luxury of a last few puffs at his
cigarette before testing the engine.
He invited me cordially to “hop in,"
and once in to strap myself in secure-
ly. With his calm, matter of fact air,
which incidentally cheered me up
considerably, one would have thought
that we were about to start for a mo-
tor run through Piccadilly.

For a few moments we cireled round
the neighborhood of the aerodrome to
gain height. Then in the first contact
with the icy-cold morning breeze I felt
thankful that I had taken the sound
advice of clothing myself well. I must
have looked for all the world like an
Eskimo or an Arctic explorer in my
wool-lined leather coat and overall
trousers, a knitted Balaclava helmet,
and over that again a skull cap, the
whole tied down tightly beneath my
chin. A huge woollen muffler round
my neck and a pair of unsightly gog-
gles completed the picture. I had
treated my hands and face with a gen-
erous dose of vaseline, which I had
been assured would keep out the cold,
and which advice I now gratefully ac-
knowledge to be correct.

As we mount higher my perspective
extends, and out of the gray mists
and dark shadows land and sea begin
to assume their natural form and col-
or. On the former there are now signs
of movement; along the roads crawl
the ant-like procession of ammunition
columns back from their nightly trip
to the firing lines, A steaming “Puf-
fing Billy,” slowly drags along on a
limber a “grandmother” (naval 5-inch
gun) blocking up the whole roadway,
which must cause considerable annoy-
ance to the long string of cars and mo-
tor-bicycle despatch riders held up in
the rear.

We keep on climbing steadily. Out
at sea are two French torpedo-boats,
making up the coast towards — and
a few small trawlers salling off in
the direction of England. Happy
thought!
Five miles to the firing line. With
my glasses I can already pick out sev-
eral of our own field-artillery emplace-
ments and a moving up of reinforce-
ments from the rear—I would surmise
about two battalions of infantry. I
time the observation on my report
gheet; also I discover from my wrist
compass—my most prized and valued
possession—that we are going too
much to the north-west, and tell the
pilot so by means of a written mes-
sage,
Course changed! What are head-
quarters orders for the flight? A re-
connaisance over ——. [ puzzle out
as well as my now fevered brain will
allow me whether reconnaisance will
be tactical or strategical, and again
whether “line” or “area.” TFor the
benefit of those who may perhaps read
my diary, I will here endeavor to ex-

two. The former reconnaisance neces-
sitates flying and observing along a
line between two given points on the
map, these points having been already
marked in before leaving the ground.
Area reconnaissance, on the other
hand, comprises observation of a whole
area or district. To do this successful-
1y it 18 necessary to fly backward and
forward several times, thus adding
great risk to the adventure; and taking
a great deal longer time to accom-
plish. Hence they are not undertaken
very far away from our own lines,
and then only if particular informa-
tiom ‘is requiréd,
Will we have an easy passage across
or will be have to climb for our lives
above the bursting “Archies?”
‘We are not left long in doubt. The
very first shot came within an aqp of
perménently blighting two young and
promising careers. This was a loud re

“sing” of the approaching shell, which
at first interests one, but which in the

whole machine had been blown to
atoms, - But no! We started to' climb

3:: my ear. “Going up highter.”

the Huns

20,000 music Four years to

AVIATOR'S
'FIRST TRIP OVER
THE ENEMY'S LINES

plain ‘the fine points which divide the o

port on the ground below, the familiar

Aw 'we climbed to a higher altitude |
ceased X

ey
myself to think seriously upon _the
precepts drummed into my thick head
by the instrugtor at the training
school. “The gbserver,”
to say, “should always try to keep In
touch with the military situation, and
particularly in the encounter Dattle,
and discover the disopsition of our
troops.”

One point I could and did satisfy
myself upon—this was no encounter
battle. So I fgnored our own forces
and kept my attention fixed upon —
Nothing extraordinary met my eye. I
saw a camp here and there, and turn-
ed my glasses upon them and discov-
ered that they were composed of huts.
Hurriedly I counted them, and noted
the number in my report, together
with the altitude, 12,000 feet. Again
the solemn advice of my worthy in-
structor passed through my brain:
“The eyes must constantly turn to
each likely spot, and each spot must
be examined garefully with glasses if
it offers anything useful for the ob-
server’'s report.”

1 examined each likely spot, and dis-
covered to my delight a broad grass
meadow across which there ran sever-
al pathways of very recent comstruc-
tion. Footpaths, | argued to myself
(and I may possibly have been wrong),
are not made across flelds for the
mere pleasure of constructing them.
There is more in this than meets the
eve. I signalled to my ocompanion,
and he quickly grasped the situation,
and in long &weeping circles brought
her down some 2000 feet. The lower
we came the more distinctly I could
make out that some sort of emplace-
ment was being built up—the new
emplacement for a 17-inch howitzer.
I note the same.

An excellent morning's work, We
turn to go home. But the enemy has
not appreciated our attentions, and
most unthoughtfully turns his guns
upon us.

Then the fun begins! Tt was bad
enough 'crossing the lines, but child's
play when compared with this; and
besides we are two thousand lower. A
perfect inferno of “Archies.” We bank
first to one side, then to the other;
put her nose down for a moment or
so, then climb for all we are worth.
But it is nb good! We are hit!
Down goes her nose, down and
down. The alr whistles past our ears.
The earthy rushes up to meet us. The
dises of the machine gun topple over-
board so steep has the angle become.
must have been hit. Yes! There
he is, all huddled up over the joy-
stick. I give up all hope, when sud-
denly the machine starts to right her
self. I look round, and find .that the
rush through the air must bave brought
him to. He is maunfully straining ev-
ery nerve to get her out of the nose-
dive. By a superhuman effort he suc-
ceeds. We manage to get across the
lines unnoticed eave by a few infantry
men, who fire futilely at us, and land
|a bare hundred yards the other side
“of our own trenches. —— makes a
beautiful landing, pulls her up dead,
My

{ and promptly faints in his seat.
| first trip!
The London Daily Mail.

HOTEL ARRIVALS.

Victoria.

A P Coleman, Halifax; J C Gilles.
ple, Truro; W McLaggan, Partridge
Island; L J Melanson, do; W P Down-
ing, Windsor; H W Davis, Ottumwa;
James Murdock, Toronto; N C Fergu
son, do; Thos Harding, Welsford; H
W Robertson, St John; G F Burtt,
Hartland; Geo O Stratton, Moncton;
C McCurdy and wife, do; J M Me-
Sonald, do; G L Miller, Partridge Isl.
and; G L Hunter, do; A G Robinson,
Marysville; F H McNaught, Chatham;
D Blondeau, Quebec; B A Keith, Ana-
gance; W J Cooney, Megantic; War
ren Smith, New Glasgow; W J Smith,
Toronto; Edw Harding, Montreal; L
A Hardy, do; J A Noble, Frederioton;
H Cody, Moncton; W R Gillen, Wood.
stock; P Sudbey and wife, do; Howard
Magee, Philadelphia; J R Starr, Port
William; E L Beer, Amherst; A E
;}raggs, Brownville Jet; N E Gutelius,
0.

Royal.

F H White, Hanover, Ont; H
Boynton, C W Brown, A W Riepet,
Montreal; E Bent, Woodstock; J M
Carr, Truro; J D Weldon, Shediac;
S Crocket, Fredericton; M Lodge.
Moncton; J & Kemp, New York; W B
Cronkhite, Southampton; M G McLeod
Halifax; A W Soultom, M T Niles,
New York; S Simon, Philadelphia; J
W Laing, Toronto; R W Rogers, New
Glasgow; A Jobim, W H Ross, C J
Gowan, W B Bishop, Montreal; H L
Cheney, Boston; A A Alexander, Tor-
onto; G E 8tafford, Hamilton; £
Stripp, Toronto; F A Ladd, Lieut 10th
Batt.; Otis N S8hephard, New York;
R B Ross, Jr, A M Rudel, H A Ander-
son, Montreal; A W Bennett, Sack-
ville; A B Doig, Halifax.

Dufferin,
Mrs J A Ramlan' and son, Gar
George Winfleld, Fredericton; A H
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“High explokive!” the pilop bowled| AIREAIENE
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Paris papers describe the Fokker
aeroplanes .of the Germans brought
down by French aviators as differing
very considerably from the ma
of the Taube model. A great deal has
been heard of them 'in recent months
as being peculiarly fast )}

with specially effective powers of of-
fence, and it has beén suggested that
they were superior to anything at pres-

ent possessed by the Freuch.. The
news that two of them had been

WA BATTLE
NERR DOV

Passengers on Cunard Liner
Reaching Halifax Yester-
day Watched from Decks
British and German Airmen
in Spectacular Fight.

hi

Bovril makes food i
you. It has a e s nourith

brought down by French aviators was sy tomﬁbf#fh power
greatly welcomed, therefore, by. the| the amount of Bovril “k:'. times

public. The Matin safd:

“How often have we been told. ‘Dur-
ing the first months of the war and
till last autumn we had an undoubted
superiority over the Germans in air
warfare, but we have lost the mastery
of the air since our enemy has devis-
ed a new pursuing aenoplane of un-
equalled speed, of prodigious armed
strength, an invincible machine—in a

Special to The Standard,

Halifax, March 29.—A spectacular
alr fight between five British and two
German aeroplanes was witnessed by
the captain and pasdengers of the
Cunard liner Andania which reached
port today from London. The air bat-
tle was the thrilling incldent of the
trip. It took place near Dover and the
Cunard liner was not far away at the

 MARRIAGES.

Sudbury-Biglow.
The Carleton Methodist church was
crowded to the doors last night when<
a very pretty wedding took! place at®
eight o'clock. The bride was Miss

) word, the Fokker.’ Now the Fokker|Helen W. Biglow, daughter of , W,
;T:d :‘::ﬂ:‘:::.t:;:al:‘ ‘ymt.:at they has been brought down, pursued, | H. Biglow, of fpencer’s Isla d
Was 80-| .. cked, and destroyed by grape from |the groom Gunner Percy Sudbigy ot

ing on. Outnumbered by the British N BTy 2
Wabtinay the A R e Vet French aeroplanes. It is a cruel disil- | No. 4 Seige Battéry now in tralning

defeated but not without a spectacular
fight. Some of the passengers declared
that one of the German machines was
set on fire from the gunfire of the Bri.
tish and that the last they saw of the
machine and those in it was' when
it was plunging downward a mase’ of
flames and wreckage. The other ma-
chine, they think, managed to escape.
The belief is that had not the British
airmen appeared on the scene the An-
dania would have been attacked. At
the time the machines were sighted
they were going at a great rate, the
Germans being pursued by the British.

type.

McMullen, Toronto, Ont; L. C Haley,
Yarmouth, N §; R St J Freeze, Sus-
sex, N B; S Beladeau, Levis, Que;
W D Rolston, Ottawa; F Cummings,
Boston, Mass; J 8 Allen, Winnipeg;
C W McDougall, Sussex, N B; G W
Holmes, Bridgetown; Lafayette Young
Hamilton, Ont; A E Johnson, Mont-
real; B. Connors, Black’s Harbor; J
Ferguson, Charlottetown; B A Wood-

models.

lusion for the pessimists, but a very
pleasant confirmation of what every-
body else expected.”

The special feature of the Fokker
monoplane is that its construction is
based on steel tubes covered as a pro-
tection against rust by something of
the nature of canvas.
reotangular in section, and are clesed
at the rear in knife edges.
are not of the Taube model, but are
copled from the French monoplane
The motor is armored, and us-
ually of 150 horsepower.
that a speed of 110 miles an hour can
be attained, and that a height of 7,600
feet can be reached in ten minutes.
The monoplane is designed to carry
one person, who is armed with a ma-
chineé gun, and is 8o arranged that the
pilot can shoot through the propeller
straight in front of him. It seems that
in all essential points they contain no
advantages not present in

The machines have hitherto been

The tubes are

The wings

It is stated

French

here. The ceremony was performed
by Rev. B. A, Westmorland, the pastor
of the church. The bride was. given
away by her brother Dr.-H. B. Big-
low, of Mount Allison University.

The church was suitably decorated,
for the occasion with flags and coat
of arms. The bride is a very popular.

Carleton Methodist church ‘for some
years, She looked charming In a
travelling suit of blue serge with hat,
to match, and carried a corsage boua-
quet.
During the evening Mrs. Murray
Long sang “Oh Perfect Love,” and:
Mrs. Robinson rendered the weddiag
march on the church organ,
ey P e

FUNERALS.

At the funeral of George M. Ander-
pon the service was conducted by
Rev. J. A. MacKeigan and intermeat
was made in Fernhill.

Private William R. Ballantyne, of
Winnipeg, who died in the General

young lady; and has been organist oL
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Service.

kept well in rear of the German lines,
and are intended to attack French ma-
chines when out on reconnaissance
work. The method adopted is to wait
until a French machine is seen to ap-
proach., Orders are then telegraphed
to the German pilot to go up and wait
for the arrival of the French machine,
and then to attack it direct. Apparent-
ly, however, the Fokker monoplanes
are only used in cases of extreme ne-
cessity, as they require large quanti-
ties of petrol and ofl, both of which
are beéoming very scarce,

Public Hospital on Sunday from pneu-
monia, was buried yesterday after-
noon with full military honors from
W. E. Brenan's undertaking parlors,
Carleton. A firing squad from the
115th Battalion gave the final salut2
over the grave of their departed com-
rade. Burial took place in Fernhill,
Private Ballantyne was attached t»
the C. A. M. C, and waa returning
to the firing line from Winnipeg, hav-
ing come here with an escort

man, Halifax, N 8; Mr J Campbell,
Montreal; C H McGee, 8t George, N
B; R K Kelley, Halifax, N 8; L M
Chisholm, Portland, Me; E L Palmer,
Amherst, N 8; H Primrose, Bangor,
Maine; Austin J Taylor, Montreal.
G-ty

Miss Rebecca Mason, a co-ed at the
University of Minnesota, who recent-
ly won first honors for women in the
Nabtom ot SRt 1 Baa
and

y {on
decided that she will be & candy
sugar taster.

FREIGHT CONGESTION {1

Has Interfered With
the Arrival of

HEART SONGS |}

Shipment ordered weeks ago has not yet
been received, and probably will not reach S.

John until about April 6th.

Because of this delay, it is necessary that '
distribution of these splendid boeks should .
extended longer than was originally plannea.

Five hundred copies are now on the way. :

All orders now in this office will be filled as 1
soon as the boeks arrive. Send along your

coupons and money and make sure of getting

your copy. '

Persons living in the city will do well to leave
' their orders at The Standard effice, as we will
deliver the books which are paid for, as soon
as they come in. ' ,
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© Hon, Dr. Landry in rising to movgy
#he House in committee on supply,
1 that last year ‘on the occasion of
resenting the budget, when it was
is privilege to address this House,
e said that war or no war this prov-
was well worth looking after.

‘4A¢ that time, lie hoped, as all hoped,
t when the House should again
the terrible European confliot
“rvhich was then being waged would
e ended, and that peace restored
would leave all énergies directed to-
'wards commeroial, industrial and na-
tlonal prosperity, However, it was
mot to be so0, and this year, as last,
the -whole British Empire was still
bending all its might to seeing thls
h to & sful end.

Brunswick, all were proud to

aconvene

. lknow, is dolpg her part nobly, The

rmer, commercial, professional and
men are spending time and
in the directions thought best
advance the gacred cause of the

" In view of the world situation, one

swould think that this great war, the
3 that the world has ever seen,
‘would have affected the gemeral busi-
! of this province to a larger ex-
ient than it has. Outside of the lum-
ber infustry and les of trade asso

iated with it; business {n the province
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