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* ) inthis he is very human
' Would it not grieve ns to know that we had slipped out
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The Mosalc law required the observance of varlous
feasts, The most important of these was the Passover
that commemorated Israel's deliverange from Hgyptain
bondage. The priocipal incident of the issover nrvicc
was the slaying of the lamb, snd the sprinkling of its
blood upon the door posts, and the lintels of the doors,
This sign sbould distingiiish thelr dwellings from those
of the Bgvptaine. ** And tue blood shall be unto you
for a token npon the houses where ye are, and when I
see the blood [ will pass.over you."

The ritnal observances required under the law were
shadows of the Kuod things yet to come. The * good
things " we have under the gospel. The rending of the
costly veil before the Most Holy Place when Jesus died
was sigoificant of the passing away of the old covenant.
No more blood of bulls and goats, no more off ering of
lambs for sacrifice, no more officiating priests. Christ
the great High Priest has come, ‘‘ through his own
blood '’ he has ‘‘ entered in once for all into the Holy
Place, having obtained eternal redemption "

The old legal enactments must of necessity ceare to be
observed. The ancient ritual cannot fit into the new.
The need for some ceremonial, however, haa not ceased
and will not untt! our present earthly conditions shall
have passed away. A simple but expressive ritual has
been prescribed by the Lord bimself, and given to‘the
church to be jealously garded, and observed—immersion
in water for the regenerate into the name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit; and for the
disciples, jolned in Christian fellowship, the Lord’s
Supper, in memory of the great saciifice made in their
behalf.

THE NAME.

The name does not matter much. It had almost come
to us withont any. But for the disorders among the
Corinthian believers, we, apparently, should not have had
the instructions given us in the roth and 11th chapters of
the 1st Epistle to thdt church. They have allowed
abuses in connection with their feasts that have become
a scandal and a shame. ** This,”) the apostle says, ‘' is
not to eat the Lord’s Supper.” He here gives it a name
or else employs & term already in use to designate the
sacred feast.

; TIME OF OBSERVANCE.

The Lord's Suppe: is committed tp the church to be
kept within its sacred endmurrx)dﬁ);evu to be trampl.
ed upon by thefeet of the impure and unworthy, " To be-
llevers it is very much what the passuver was to the
ancient Isrielite, but the time and manner of its obrerv-
-ance are not so distinctly marked. The early disciples
observed the rite every ILord's day, and many still con-
tinue that er’c'.rr “ As often as ye eat and drink,” ia
the most spocific rule as relating to time

Every gospel church will maintain its observance, and
as frequently a8 may seem exped’ent, or as clrcumstances
may allow i

A MEMORIAL.

** This do in remem’ erance of me !’ The Passover
had.a similar design. '* When your cEildren shall say
unto you ' what mean ye by this service 7' ye shall say,
“Itis the sacrifice of the Lord s Paffsover, who passed
over the bouses of the children of Israel in Ezypt when
he smote the Egyptians

Our Lord does iiot want his people to forg c' him, and
Is it not so with us all?

the memory of our absent friends ? Jesus has left this
love token with his disciples to aid their memory, With
this they can never forget his loving service,—his suffer-
ioge and his death—in their behalf. In that hour of
darkpesi-when friends were few, and enemies were
meny, when the world he came to save was leagned with
hell for his destruction, he turne to his chosen few for a
sympathy and love that shall not be broken by separa-
tion, and through thent to all his followers of the coming
ages :
“Do this he cried till time sahall end
In memory of your dying Friend ;
Meet at my table and record
The love of your departed Lord."
‘Who of all whaq love Him, would not make the glad re
sponse :
** Remember Thee ! thv death, thy shame,
The griefs which thou didst bear !
O memory leave no other name
Bt His recorded there.””

A FEAST.

Not {u the popular conception of that term. 'The larael-
m‘-ﬂng their journey in the wilderness,had their tables
directly from the primal source of supply.
There is, at' Jesst, no mention made of any secondary
couses, The Psalvist clothed the thougkt in sublime
imagery.  ** He commanded the skies above, and’ open-
4 the doors of heaven ; and he rained down manna upon
thew toeat; sud ) -« them of the corn of hesven
-—ﬂw

MESSENGER AND VISITOR.
{

Pather,” sald )-u ' glveth you the true bread out o
heaven.” And again, *1am the lving bread which
came down out of heaven,” ‘' Kxcept ve eat the flesh
of the Son of Man snd drink his blo.d, ye have no life
in yourselyes, Romanists take these words. in thelr
litersl sense :

The bread and the wine of the Lord's Supper, passing
through the hands of the priest become the real body
and blood of the Lord | This doctrine is a "‘standing ar
ticle  of ‘their church, without which it conld bardly
survive. We must not degrade the ' body " and the
* blood " of this sacred feast into a material substance
The food of which we partake is spiritual. The watis-
faction and refreshment. that results are spiritual.

** We eat the bread and ddnk the wine,
But think on nobler xood <

This metaphor is not unusual, A godd deacon of my
acquaintance, who always enj oyed his pastot’s sermons,
was accustomed to say at the close of the service, * We
bave had a good feed to-day.” He loved the gospel,
and could say with the Psalmist

* How sweet are thy words unto my taste !
Vea sweeter than honey to my mouth.’

We come to the Lord’s table. Before us are the bread
and wine. They are simple substances, but: consider
what they represent! They are symbols of the body
and the blood of Jesus; they assist our meditations.
They recall the scenes of his passion ; they speak of the
love of God for men; of the ivfinite compassion of
Jesus ; of his cheerful endurance of suffering on our be-
half; of his death upon thecross for our redemp'ion.

There is a sacred hush vpon the place ss the emblems °

pass silently from one to another, telling in sign and
symbol the gospel story. The message meets our case
for it assures us of the abgolute sufficiency of the grace
that is promised to every trusting soul. Itisa season,
all too short, for communion with him who is ever pre-
sent to fulfil his promise to those who *‘ wait upon the
Lord.”” It becomesa feast of good thinge, a place for
spiritnal refreshment, and our hearts sing with C. H.
Spurge on :—

“Amidst us our beloved stands,

And bids us view his pierced hands;

Points to tue wounded feet and side

Blest emblem of the crucified.

What food, luxurions loads the hoard,

When at his table sits the Lord !

The wine how rich, the bre:d how sweet,

When Jesus deigns his guests to meet.”’

A PROCLAMATION.

1 take this word from the revised version.

**As often as ye eat this bread and drink the cup ye
proclaim tbe Lord’s death.”” We are not required to
commemorate his birth, or his baptism, nor even his as-
cension, but his death. We must remember Calvary and
the Croes. There must be some special significance at-
tached to the death of Christ that gives it the command-

ing position itis mlde to occupy. The reason for this
stress is eany to dfscover. The writer of the Epistle to
the Hebrews gives expression to the following words,
“According to law, I may almost say, all things are
cleansed with blood, and apart from shedding of blood
there is no remission.” Referring to the High Priest,
who enterad the Most Holy Placz oace « year with blood
not his own, he adds, ‘‘But Christ now once at the end of
the ages hath been manifested to put away sin by the
sscrifice of himself.” What he meant by ncrlﬁce he had
previously explained in his reference to the superior ¢ffi-
cacy of the blood of Christ. After showing how the
blood of bulls and goats and the ashes of a heifer availed
to the purifyiog of the flesh, he adds. ‘‘How much more
shall the blood of Christ . . , ¢l your I
from dead works to serve the living God ?"’

Paul taught the churches that in partaking of the
Lord's Supper they proclaimed his death. Did he give
this a prominence in his own ministry? We may fiad
an answer in a single sentence taken from his letter to
the Corinthiane; *'I delivered nnto you first of all that
which also I received, how that Christ died for our sins
sccording to the Scriptures ;" or this from his epistle to
the Romans, ‘"While we were sinners we were reconciled
to God through the death of his Son.”

Was Peter's preaching in agreement with the procla-
mation of the Supper? Let him answer for himself—
**Knowing that we were redeemed not with corraptible
thipgs . . but with precions blood, as of a lamb without
blemish and withont spot, even the blood of Christ."

Aud what is John's testimony ? Itis this, The blood

of Jesus His Son cleanseth us from all sin. The beloved
disciple wes permitted a heavenly vision, and heard this
refrain from the living creatures and from the four and
twenty elders, ‘‘Thou wast slain and didst purchase unto
God with thy blood men of every tribe and tongueand
people and nation,” :
' Christ's death upon the cross was not an accident. It
was "‘by the determinate connsel and foreknowledge of
God."” This was not thedeath of a martyr. As Robert-
son Nicoll has well said, “‘He dled as man, but he died
a8 God.” The Lamb of the passover was slain to save
the life of the first born of the family. Thke Lamb of
God was slain for the salvation of a sinful world.

Christ conld not save men by his perfect life, nor by
the mers exercise of merey. The Lord’s Supper pro-
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tlalms salvation by his blood, It wonld be an unright.
eons act 10 take the lite of the innocent in order to save
the gullty, but the voluntary offering of one for the sake
of another has sometimes been d to the satisfact)

of the demands of justice. Here in the presence of the
bread snd wine we see the marvellons act of grace. We
are brought to the heart of the goepel, and learn how
God can be just and the justifier of him who belleveth
in Jesua

The Hindus relste a story ulpectlng the origin of a
certaln spring. Ina time of great distress their priests
weré consulted to show them how to ave t the anger of
the gods. Their response required the burial alive of &
woman 6f noble birth upon the summit of a certain hill,
The victim was found, who for the sake of her people,
went cheerfully to her doom ; and lo | immediately from
her grave poured forth a stream of purest water. The
legend conveys an instructive lesson,

In the fifty-third chap er of Isaiah the Messiah is
represent-d as suffering for other’s guilt. We turn over
a single leaf and we read, ‘‘ Ho every one that thirsteth,
come ye to the waters, and he that hath no money, come
ye, buy and eat ; yea, come buy wine and milk without
money and without price. The fifty-fifth chapter pro-
ceeds from the fifty-third

CHRIST'S RESURRECTION.

The Lord’s Supper is a testimony toa living Christ.
The resurrection of Jesus revived the faith of his dis-
ciples. Now they cansay with an intensity of convic-
tion impossible b:fore ** Thon art the Christ, the Son of
the Living God. Before they hoped, now they kmow.”

The rulers congratulated themselves on the successful
issue of their schemes ; but their triumph was of brief
duration.

The mighty results that followed the witness of the
disciples to his rising from the dead filled them with dis-
may. Many since their day have sought to get rid of
Jesus. Some have been bold enough to say that Christ is
a myth, and to express the hope that the time will come
when the gospel story shall be forgotten. What if this
should come to pass? Then all hope of a better life
would vanish away. The world would sink back into a
worse then pagan darkness, and satan and all his crew
would hold high caraival amid the wreck and ruin
wrought by sin.

But, thank God, thisshall never be,
risen—he lives and reigns. To this,
shall continue its testimony.

As we partake of the sacred symbols we may hear their
message, '* It is Christ Jesus that died, yea, rather that
was raised from the dead, who is at the right hand of
God.” This truth has ite confirmation in the experience
of millions who have felt the power of the gosgel in lha}r
hearts and.lives. Apart, from all human ex-
perience, the Lord's Supper is itself an unanswerable
argument to the fact of the resurrection.

There is a delightful harmony in the testimony of the
two gospel ordinances. Baptism testifies, concerning
Christ Jesus, that he died, was buried and rose again,
The Sapper shows forth his death and resurrection, and
moreover, assures us that those who enter into this
mystical union with him shall share his life forevermore,

for Christ has
the Lord's Supper,

however,

A SECOND ADVENT

Through long ages the Passover had been poloting
back to the deliverance from Hgypt. It was also a prop-
hecy of better things to come. The type must yleld to
the antitype. Our Lord observed the feast for the- last
time wiih~bis dieciple, but be jnstituted another that
should be perpetuated until the close of the lge/i'ﬁen
the redeemed shall be gathered into the new Jefysalem
above. * Ishall not drink henceforth of this frait of
the vine until that day when I drink it new with you in
my Father's kingdom.”

Men may differ as to what shall happen before the Lord’s
return, but of the fact itself there is no room for doubt
with those who accept the statements of the word, un-
trammeled by theory or speculation. *‘Till he come,”
is the apostolic watchword ; to be ‘forever with the
Lord ' is the believer’s most glorious anticipation, ““Yea
I come quickly,’’ is the Lord’s last message to his saints,
and they with one voice respond, * Amen, come Lord
Jesus.”

The lofty mountain peak seems very near to the be-
holder, There are no intérvening objects by which to
measure its distance, and one who attempts to reach its
base will find that there is more ground to be traversed
than he supposed. Thus it has been from the beginning
with those who have looked anxiously for the Lord’s re-
turn, It has not happened as speedily as they expect-
ed. But the promise still is good, and to all those ‘‘who
wait for him shall he appear a second time apart from
sin unto salvation.”

This shall be their star of hope amid every stormy ses,
By and by they shall cast anchor in the haven of their
desire.

A OGRACIOUS PRIVILRGE,

@race confers the right to sit at the table af the Lord.
Here are no distinctions of caste or rank. Hyery seat is
a place of honor. Here prince and peasant are egual.
Here we find companionship with the Aposties and prop-
hiets, and with the wmost godly and herolc of all the ages




