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strings to string the apples These strings of apples were hung on racks on either side 
of the fireplace and on the edge of the mantel shelf ; they were also suspended from the 
chamber floor joist on the sunny side of the house outdoors, and in every place where 
they could be dried. Jhe first improvement came in using scaffold hoards to spread 
them on We got out some logs in the winter and took them to the saw-mill, had them 
cut on shenes, and used the hoards to build and cover the scaffolding. Everything was 
extemporized for use—even the more flat roofs of houses, sheds, barns, etc.-wherever 
the fruit could get the sun. But if there should come on a few days of wet weather 
there was trouble and loss. We had to go back to the use of strings. * Backs were made 
of strips of lath and put over the stove, under it and all around. From this the transi 
tion was easy to a small room set apart for the purpose. A stove was placed in it and 
racks covered with apples placed above, below arid on all sides. BuPt there was the
To avoid thisV1trouH0t ™“,ained in the h"use, and several buildings were burned, 
il. nl a • trouble a small house was put up away from the farm buildings and
stove placed in it, and it was christened a “dry-house.” ® ’
a NV h'le,a.U of t!1666 improvements were being made in the art of drying the fruit 
the spirit of invention was advancing in other lines as well. Some ingenious person 
conceived the idea of paring the apples with a machine. We could not see how i/conld 

® 1 ?ne’ 'ut he accomplished the task. It was in this manner : A fork with two prongs 
was foiged in one end of a small rod of iron, and the otlier end was bent into a crank 
fastenin'?lA.s'andards Wf-re placed at one end of a board 2* to 3 feet long, and this was 
astened to the top of them by means of staples driven in, thus forming the bearings on 

which it was to turn. To use this machine the operator would place the free end of the
r “J. cha-r T b!nch- then- aitti»8 on it, he would turn the crankwhhis igh 

hand, holding the knife in his left. The knife was made of a thin piece of steel bent at
i *î t dS Til. dnVen lnt0 a Plecc of wood. being raised just enough to represent the

sized smooUi air1-'”8' 7'"' * ti“ 8°°d’ SI'ry youn8 wau could P^e a bushel of good-
sized smooth apples in an hour. These were the glorious days of “ paring bees ” The
the ?,rU,V,an T.i‘° ,OW'!,ed °ne °f thpse macllines was sure of an invitation to all of 

I .k®.tbe neighborhood ; more than that, he was sure of two of the smartest -iris to 
shoe his apples and a big piece of pumpkin pie at 10 o’clock, and in some instances 
half hour’s frolic But the restless Yankee spirit could not stop at thT ÏÏ“ vent
<rr™t8f?l>’ 18°| thorou8hly aroused, and starting out under such favorable auspices in the 
great fruit belt of western New York, has never slumbered. There P ®

i Par!j8 machine with large and small wooden wheels and a belt 
I could be given to the motion of the apple, and this 
$ geared machines.
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drv lm°me ^T® m ,!j57’,1 think i4 was> one Mr. Mason brought out a little portable 
“7vl i »8aV dr,yh0USe-” for wo hild not yet risen to The dignity of the name 

evaporator. Masons dry house met the wants of the small producer better than
satisfaction*6 The'h'brT t0 th® pub!ic’ and lll0U8ttndfi of them are still in use, giving good 
Ü ir/t building was 4 feet fi inches by 7 feet on the ground and 7 feet hich to

one of Whi Jhe hea,ter Was a sheet lron cylinder about 6 feet long, with cast iron heads in 
etd of the f a door,anddraft- whi,e the other was solid. Tlie door was (lush with one 

d of the building so that the wood was put in from the outside. The stovepipe came out
earn! f‘d® th® uack '‘nd> a,ld returned to the front, where it was joined1 into one and 
wouîd°dîvUSt above ‘he door. This accommodated 10 or 12 trays, 3'feet by 4 feet and 
increasi. > to miv‘y buidlels in a day- Ita capacity is increased by buildin- lar-er’ and
tower and hot ai^d aft ’engtîl °f the cyl.indf heater- AI1 of the principles of the 

■„ ho* air d, aft were and are used in this, as it depends for success on fr<.<>
< xpiredatoL°f a'r “i th® b0tt0m> and good ventilation at L top The patent ïas P nB ago, ard any person can use it freely. With wooden slats for trays the 
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