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icorks.” Again, “ the same work that Ido hear witness of me that ther .
Father hath sent me.” The Apostles when declaring that Christ who à eenno 8 
had been crucified had gone to heaven, referred to the proof of this 1 *crc n-°r * 
(speaking of the descent of the spirit on the day of Penticost), they 1 ea<
said, “ He hath shed forth this which ye now see and hear." I u course

Readi.r!—Listen to Paul’s advice:—“ Be notchildren in understand. I *, ,re ,a 
ing,” I Cor. xiv., 20, but be ye men—“,men in understanding. Seek to ' P 6 8 
be found among those, who by reason of u-e have their senses exercised Ï Reader ! 
to di'cern both good and evil *’ li b. v.. J4. broadcast e

The Law Church and Hcz Victim ia 1847- I ullU| aller „
A certain mai, in the gos;>el, tell among thieves, and n eerta:n man it unu| ,foe pe 

Cambridge has fallen amoeg great thieves. At the last ass zes in tintH Episcopacy 
town, a poor man named Bed well, the father of five children, who cnn I our public 
only earn th ec sliillings a werk among them, was sentenced to half ij }|jni!oo Ful 
year’s imprisonment for refusing to pay sixteen shill ngs for church rates. I ney p,,^ 
The prosecution lias been pending against him for two years—it has cost 
the prosecutors, it is said, upwards ol live hundred pounds. They might 
have d strained upon his household furnitue—might have sold his bed, 
ami so have punished him for his aliened contumacy—his offence being 
the grievmus one of having a cone-'jeune, and of declining to disobey its 
solemn injunctions. Bed well, be it known, is a sincere chs-enter. He 
objects to the doctrines of the Church ol England, and be declines to pay 
towards the sup on of a church to wh ch he dues not belong, and of 
doctrines which he disavows. This is his crime. The law, with five 
hundred pounds to back it, lias been directed against him, and lie, being 
the weaker party, having, as be says, “not a shilling in the world to 
bless himself with,” has been committed to the county gaol. Shall we 
eav—Oh ! wicked Bedwell, or, oh 1 wicked Church ?

We are desirons of being tempeiate. thourh our blood is rebellious.
For ourselves, we consioer the Church of England to be a nuisance 
and a curse in the land. But there are numbers who widely disagree 
with us, find who regard the church as a blessing. Of these, we nek—
Is this her mission ! Is this treatment of poor Bedwell one of hi r bene* 
diciuns ?

Mr. Justice Patt.< rson, who passed sentence upon him, said, “ It. doei 
not become any individual to set up his own private and obstinate opi­
nion in opposition to the law : and if such a course is carried on. it will 
certainly torn out that the law is the strong! si.” Very ükelv. The law 
was the strongest m the reign of Mary, when it ordend Protestants to 
he burned, > nd n the reign of Elizahe h. when it caused Ca holies m be 
pressed to deoth. 11 was the strongest when it cut oil" the < ars of Qua­
kers. It was th» strongest when at the lint of certain Scotch Presbyte­
rian priests, it put aged wonv n to death ns witches. If strength hr 
really synonymous with justice, t lie prosecutors of poor Bcowell ars 
worthy of honour, but not otherwise — by no means, otherwise. Other­
wise, indeed, they are quite detestab'e.

The English State Church is, at this moment, what it ever was*—the 
most intolerant church in the world. Its intolerance is, indeed, in n 
great measure, subdued by the spirit of the age. It cannot torture—it
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