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bafat’s PLO adopts new look 
or the Palestinian movement

E Fawaz Turki

opmentoill 
ibly find a H 
ortant to I i
in certain Rie initial response to the emergence of 
te specific Evolutionary movements and national 
campaign, liberation struggles round the world has 
oat is notlfgaditionally been one of hostility and 
f political Kugnance. Perhaps this is neither sur- 
Northem jjjising nor unpredictable. Such movements 

stants can IpM struggles have a proclaimed aim of 
Catholics, ^stabilizing, restructuring or overthrow- 
re to end Eg the status quo.
ians being B To the French, in the Fifties, the 
iarance oi Bfion of Algerian nationalism was one of 
re that the me Work of deranged terrorists — for who 
Id reveal â j|L WOuld contend that Algeria was not 
• political JÊdépartement of France and that its in- 
know-how Bgenous population were not loyal French 
i terrorism Btizens? Mahatma Gandhi was a “mendi- 
irism that Bnt ascending the stairs of the Chancel- 
t a danger pL» with no legitimate claims to make 
the same R behalf of the Indian people’s struggle 

Hr independence. The National Liberation 
île against E-ont ^ Vietnam, in those rare moments 
dissuasion. l|f the early Sixties when anyone dignified 
; terrorism, ijj by the use of its name, consisted of 
•ists or ^peasants in black pajamas”, tools of the 
developed, Hommunists in the North, bent on over- 
ss in equip- Browing the regime of the freedom-loving 
of control- Rople of the South. The Palestine Liber- 
so difficult Bion Organization, with their outrageous 

tioners will Bsion of a secular democratic state in

of decisions taken over theirsequence
heads and their pleas, they have been 
denied the basic right of national self- 
determination in their country —, then the 
phenomenon of the PLO is natural politic
al orthodoxy.

Who or what the Palestine Libera
tion Organization is cannot be separated 
from its relation to the accumulated po
litical and emotional experiences of the 
Palestinians over the past 26, or indeed
60, years.

Having failed in their 1936-1939 re
volt in Palestine against the British 
mandate authorities (from whom they 
wanted to wrest independence and a lim
itation on the influx of Jewish settlers into 
the country), the Palestinians found them
selves leaderless and in disarray. Further 
weakened by their fragmentation in host 
countries following the events of 1948, 
they were unable to become a determining 
force in their destiny or to deflect happen
ings from their preordained course. And, 
before they could begin to regain their 
voice, a lot had happened. Jewish settlers 
had created Israel out of their country. 
The three-quarters of a million refugees 
who had sought refuge in the neighbouring

Kalestine, are a group of terrorists who do 
ceed in de- |||)t really represent the Palestinians and 
! possible to Bhose goal is the destruction of Israel and 
est possible ||| people. And so it is with other mass 
n the other Movements, in Africa, South America and 
étions mul- Baa, round which it has always been 
ivailable to Bund necessary to create a whole body of 
state couli Ijpive mythology as a way of interacting 
iressive ter- jj|th forces threatening revolutionary and 
mniedby ajg ndamental change, 
al economic
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, If we begin with the premise that the 
a profoun B atus quo in Palestine is equitable — 
ical regime5 Bat jSj ^ We believe in the territorial and 
anism. 0®Bstitutional integrity of Israel, its borders, 
jme of su Law of Return, its arguments against 
sistent wi Ke repatriation of Palestinians to their 
ould like 6 Bind, or its military occupation — then 
against tei *j|e existence and platform of the PLO 

revo » mj dangerous political heresy. If we believe, 
j||nversely, that the Palestinian people 
ijgfve suffered injustice — that, as a con

nue
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