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the dear Sisters, gave us no additional space, as it

became necessary to place the sick of the English

army in the same apartments.

Let us now return to the French. Our Generals not

finding their force sufficient to undertake the reco-

very of their losses, proceeded to the construction of

a Fort, about five leagues above Quebec, and left a
garrison therein, capable of checking the enemy from
penetrating into the country. They did not remain
inactive, but were constantly on the alert, harassing

the enemy. The English were not safe beyond the

gates of Quebec. General Murray the commander of

the place, on several occasions was near being made
a prisoner ; and would not have escaped if our peo-
ple had been faithful. Prisoners were frequently

made, which so irritated the Commander, that he
sent out detachments to pillage and burn the habita-

tions of the country people.

The desire to recover the country and to acquire
glory, was attended with great loss to our citizens. We
heard of nothing but combats throughout the winter

;

the severity of the season had not the effect of making
them lay down their arms. Wherever the enemy
was observed, they were pursued without relaxation ;

which caused them to remark, " that they had never
known a people more attached and faithful to their

sovereign than the Canadians."

The English did not fail to require the oath of
allegiance to their King ; but, notwithstanding this

forced obligation, which our people did not consider
themselves bound to observe, they joined the flying

camps of the French, whenever an opportunity
offered.


