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reasonable gains for the freight of the same.

If, therefore, Er glllh (hips could not be got, or

If the owners demanded an unrcnfonablc freight,

foreign (hips might ftill by lau be employed.

From thefc conccflion and qu.ii^cations it is

fccn how early our tnccftors felt, that thelc bene-

ficial regulations, with all their a Ivantagcs, con-

tained in them the inconveniences and mifchiefs of

p ironopoly j and that the navigation and (hipping

nr tf'C country could not be favoured without ex-

fiOiii.g its trade to fome degree of burden and

•\nd reftraint. Indeed it will be found, from the

wording and tenor of various ftatutes made on this

fubjeft, that the A6ts of Navigation were regula-

tions more of a political than commercial nature j

and that the whole advantage to be deprived there-

from was intended to center in the navy of Eng-

land. We (hall find, in all fubfequent regulations,

that the obje<ft in view is the increafc of (hips and

l^ot ofcommerce, and that the intereft ofthe latter is

made frequently to give way to that of the former.

There appears to have been no ftatute on this

fubjcdl from the reign of Richard II. till the reign

of Edward IV. when it was ena6ted by (lat. 3.

Ediv. 4. c. I. among other regulations refpeding

the trade of wool, that no perfon inhabiting within

the realm of England, other than merchant

ftrangers, ;liould freight nor charge within the

realm any fliip or other ve(rel of any alien or

ftranger with merchandize to be carried out of

the realm, nor (hould bring any into it, if he

could hive fufficicnt freight in the (hips or vefTels

of denizens^, on pain of forfeiting the merdiandize,
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