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pofals in a ftriking light, foon procured him
aflbciates, both at court and amongft the

merchants. The con)nany that was form-

ed upon the alluiements of his magnificent

promifes, obtained of government, in 1584,
the abfolute difpofal of all the difcoveries

that ihould be made ; and without any fur-

ther encouragement, they fitted out two
fhips in April following, that anchored in

Roanoak bay, which now makes a part of

Carolina. Their commanders, worthy of

the truft repofed in them, behaved with re-

markable affability in a country where they

wanted to fettle their nation, and left the

favages to make their own terms in the trade

they propofed to open with them.

Every thing that thefe fuccefsful naviga-

tors reported on their return to Europe, con-

cerning the temperature of the climate, the

fertility of the foil, and the difpofition of

the inhabitants, encouraged the fociety to

proceed. They accordingly fent (even fhips

the following fpring, which landed a hun-
dred and eight free men at Roanoak, for the

purpofe of commencing a fettlement. Part

ofthem were murdered by the favages, whom
they had infulted; and the reft, having been
fo improvident as to neglc£l the culture of

the land, were perifhing with mifery and
hunger, when a deliverer came to their af«

fdtance.
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