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opepatlon of fuch afts of the Britlfh Par-

liament as fhall be retrained to the regu-
*' lation of external commerce for the pur-
** pofe of fecuring the commercial advantages
•' of the whole empire to the mother country
" and the commercial benefits of its refpeilive

•* members, excluding every idea of taxation
*' internally or externally for raifing a reve-
" nue on the fubjeds in America without their

" confent.'*

When we fee men diligent in pointing out

fecretcaufes of public complaints, or labouring

to place them to fome account which the par-

ties do not avow, we are apt to fufpedl a want
of candour in the enquirer, or an abfencc of

real and obvious grievance in the perfons com-
plaining. If the Americans had gone out of

the way to feek for fome grievance, if they

had gone back to revive fome ancient claim,

or difcufs fome doubtful theorem, then indeed

we might have faid that the oftenfible caufe

was not the true one, and that they fought for

fomething which they did not avow. No-
thing of this fort has happened to the Ameri-
cans Their complaints immediately followed

the injuries they bad received ; the injuries

were not trifling or imaginary, they were
grofs and palpable, they lay in the very road

and muft have been removed, elfe the mife-

rable colonift muft have ftumbled and fallen

into the very pit of dcfpotifm. Life and pro-

perty were at the fole difpofal of men who
knew them not, who were not touched by their

calamities; of men v^ ho were to gain by their
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