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and very well contrived to ciigngc the barbarous nu

tioii to (.xtirp.iU' the Kiiglisih and Dutch out of that

part of AuH lica.

3. VVc tolfj tJR-m that we should provide them at

the river NiMijjara with a blacksmith and a gunsmith

to mend their t^uns, axes, he. they havinj^ nobody

amonj^ them that inidcrstood that trade. We added

many other reasons which we thought proper to

persuade them to favour our design. The presents

we made unto tliem in cloth or iron, were worth

above four hundred livres, besides some other Eu-

ropean commodities very scarce in that country

;

for the best reasons in the world are not listened to

among them unless they are enforced with presents.

The next day their speaker answered our dis-

course article by article, seeming to be pleased

with our proposals though they were not really so,

having a greater inclination for the English and

Dutch than for us. Whilst we were with them,

their parties had made an excursion towards Vir-

ginia, and brought two prisoners. They spared the

life of one, but put to death the other with most

exquisite torments. They commonly use this in-

humanity towards all their prisoners, and their tor-

ments sometimes last a month. When they have

brought them into their canton, they lay them on

pieces of wood like a St. Andrew's cross, to which

they tie their legs and arms, and expose them to

gnats and flies, who sting them to death. Children

cut pieces of flesh out of their flanks, thighs, or

other parts, and boiling them, force those poor

souls to eat thereof. Their parents eat some them-
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