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8KAL LIFK ON THK PlillULOF ISLANDS. aei

lie liiiM not us yet pttu; nor is likt-ly to ;;o until tbe inducement is sonie-

t\iU\ii of far more vnlne than wildfowl e;igs.

DKSTIirCTlON OK DEER.

The destruction of deer in southeastern Alaska and in ail tlu' tim-

bered portion of tiie Tt'iritory from (.'ape l-'ox to Tort Moller, a distance
of, say, 1,-*<M> to 1, ."»(»(» miles, is carrieil to such excess tliat it would
hardly he credit<'d in a civilized cominnnity.

I saw bales of the dried deei-skins at many of the trading; posts await-

in;; shipment, and when I asked what use lia<l been madeof the carcasses,

1 was tohl the <lecr were shot for their hides only,

I was informed by many men—ollicers and citizens—that, as the

weallu'r be«-anuMvarmer in the early spring, the smell from decavin;;

d»'er eanrasses became lion ibiy otlensive around the towns and villages.

White men ;>o out and kill the animals tor fun. just to see who can
knock ilown m<»st in a yiven time. The natives kill them, because they
can yet a drink of whisky, valued at L'*» cents, for every skin secured.

That such thin^rs have been allowed to continue at any time is to be
deeply regretted; but that it is still allowed to continue after the

natives on the seal islands have become a lairden on the (iovernment,
and other tribes to the northward soon will be because of the wanton
waste of their natural foo<l supply (Ui land and water, passes the coin-

preheuHion of every sensible citizen who understands the present
situation.

To the northward we are endeavoring t(» procure and foster the rein-

deer for a future Ibod supply tor the natives of that barren region, ami
it is a very laudable enterprise; but at the same time we allow the
continued wanton destruction of the deer that covers the whole tim-

bered ]>art of Alaska—an em]>ire as lar^e as Texas. In the winter,

when the snow is deepest and the aninmls can not make a way through
the dense undergrowth beneath the timber, the so-called spoilsmen as-

semble, and with do^s drive them out on the seashore, whose beaclies*

are kept clean by the tides, where ritlemen are ready, stationed in boats
ollshore, to beyin the manly sport of shooting down helpless creatures^
who can neither resist nor escape.
The fcdlowin^ letter from an eyewitness explains itself:

STKAJIKII Al.HATJlOSS, riitilunkii, AhijuhI Z'S, Iff!)').

Mv Dkak Sik: I have not ho-ii tililo to uncart li tlio notes I liail on ilct-r killinjr in
AliiHkii. Itiielly, tln'irslanf;liler lias Ik'1'11 vitv uroat. I>urin« tin- wintfior IS'.II (Iciir

were killed and waMteil iiisoMtlieaNrerii Ala.Mka. Snow wa.s nnn.snall.v deep and thrdeer
were I'oreed to the heachi'H, wliieh were left clear l>\ the tides. Shootin:,' was dune
IVoni lioats and canoes Ity Ixitli whites and Indians. I know (d' three Indians killing
17") deer from eano(>s in two days. Many wliites shot for hides alone, :ind at many
places hides could he li<Mii;lit for ICt cents each. I do not think that Indians should
he jirevented from shootin<r all kinds of ;!amu for tlicir own needs, Imt killing; for
hides alone is certainly re]»relK'nsihle, .'iiid if the rale of slaui:liter thiit has lieen

jfoiiii; oil for the past few years is coiitinueil, there will he very lew deer left.

As tile hides art* of compariitively litth* value, their exportation nii^iht he stopped
without cauainir any seritnis hardshi)i to anyone, and of course when the hides oi^como
uiisalnl)le. the Indhins will not kill luiiny more than they ined.

I have never heard ot any destruction of hirds (U- hirds' e;;jjH mid can not imagine
h(>\v there c(Uild he any remarkalde waste of that nature, although I am familiar
with the natural history of u considerahle portion of the Territory.

Verv truly, yours,

t'. If. ToWNSRNI).

Col. JosKi'ii Mi: IMiAV.
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