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the ollkial reports really modify the apparent ineaiiing of

the publi?)hed figures, it would render a valuable service.

II. .\ committee like the present can hardly make
such an estimate or go further than to point out that for

the reasons inilicated the official slatisii':s of immigration

are likely to be seriously misinterpreted and are con-

stantly misiiUerprcted by the public.

The oftici.d stati.itics of immigration being subject to all

the qualifications indicated and reflecting so im[)erfealy

the amount of immigration as ordinarily or (jopularly con

ceived the cjuestion at once arises, Can any substitute or

any alternative be [)roposed ? What the public is mainly in-

terested in, I think, and what it commonly but erroneou.ily

believes is indicated by the otficial figures of immigration,

is the net addition to the [lopulation year by year as a re-

sult of the currents of travel between the United States

and other cuuntnes.

Alternative figures for the last eight years, a period

which ( losely coincides with the last great wave of immi-
gration now at or near its crest, may be had by comparing
the total arrivals and departures in the effort to get the net

gain. The results appear in the following table ;
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