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the good points, of the Canadian Associated
Press service as 1 arn.

We have now corne to a point where we
rnust be goveined by your decisian as to, the
linos un wh'ioh we are ta work in the f uture.
If you favour the principle of co-operation
between. the governmnent and the press of the
country in (the supply of old coun3try news
Sonoerning Canada, the essooiation is prepared
To do its utmogt to extend its menibership and
-if possible add to the service which will rnake
it even more acceptable and usef ul than it is
-at the present tirne ta the people of the Do-
mindon.

I think the faregoing covers, ail the points
that 1 spoke of sit the interview.

Yours truly,
J. ROSS ROBERTSON,

President.
This contains as full and comprehensive a

statement of the work of the association,
aud the manner in wbich it is performed,
.as we could hope to bave. I amn aware
there bas been somne criticism. 1 bave been
dlsposed to be lenient in MY Judgment of
the service, because I know from my own
experiénce that it is flot always easy for
.a journallst to get information wbich seems
to some persons to be Important. It takes
-ail sorts of people to make np the news-
paper world, and many of thle items whicli
are cabled by the Assoclated Press will per-
-haps be regarded by some ns of not great
Importance, and what one reader would re-
gard as of particular importance Is regarded
of mnucli less value by another reader. Mak-
lng allowance for that, I think the service
on the whole lias been useful, and for the
present at ail events we are dlsposed to
give them a belplng band to Vie extent of
this appropriation for the two years.

Mr. POSTER. I wlsh to nsk the minister
two questions. What newspapers consti-
tute the association? 1 belleve the number
la twelve, but whicb are Vie newspapers ?
In the second place, as Vils has 110w been
golng on for five years, lias Vie membersblp
been decreaslng or increasing ? Another
question is, Wbat Is meant by the expendi-
ture of dollar for dollar. and what do the
government 'take la as Items of dollar for
dollar, and how do they get at tbose Items?

.Mr. FIELDING. Wlh regard to the first
question as ta the names of the papers, I
think they are chielly papers of Montreal
and Toronto. I flnd the memorandum fur-
nlshed me does flot gîve me the names, but
probably It is only Viose papers in large
Communities whicb can afford ta become
partners la the enterprise, and Vie less im-
portant papers have to, take the news from
them. I thInk I may say that it Is the
papers of Montreal and Toronto chiefly, ai-
thougli 1 believe at one time some other
papers were included. As to the other
question, It was understood, and we accept-
ed the statements of the president of the
atssociattion ln the matter-I do not thlnk we
require anything but their own certîficate-

that they must satisfy ns tint the cable ser-
vice tbey are receiving costs them twlce the
amount, that is to say Vint we dîvide tie
dollar equally la heling them ta pay Vie
cost of Vie cable, on the principie of help-
lng the man who helps hlmself. If they
pay a dollar, and tbey niust show us Vint
they have done so. we give them another
dollar for their news.

Mr. BERGERON. Whnt ls the object of
belping the association?

Mr. FIELDING. WVe wl1 discuss that ln
camrnlttee.

Mr. BERGERON. It is on the principle
that I asic the question. I have great re-
spect for Mr. Robertson, who is a very pro-
minent newspaper man. It looks as if we
were finnncially belplng a few gentlemen ta
the detriment of a grat many oVier news-
papers. I understaîîd there are some news-
papers wbicb do flot belong to the associa-
tion and Viey are prepared to get their des-
patches In a different way. We are voting
money to the detriment of those gentlemen
who do flot belong ta tne association. 1
have heard a great many crlticisms of the
reports whlch have been sent to Canada
since we have been paying this money.
There are despatches that inay laterest
sorne people but other things are looked for
and a great many people are dlssatisfied. I
will mention an Instance which cornes to my
mmnd and whlch occurred last July. It
was about three days before we could pro-
cure any news about Vie Bisley team and
the report with regard to the shoating for
the Kolapore cnp was sent In sucli n mixed
up way that nobady could inake anythlng
out of It. It seems to me that the govern-
ment shouid have nothing ta do wîth this
matter. I do not see why we should pay
rnoney out for thîs purpose. Another con-
sîderation is that this system may be unfair
to the opposition la the Hanse. These
newspapers may be prompted ta pubilali
despatches la sucli a way as to favour the
goverament. I do not understaad wby a
government whlch ls s0 mucb opposqd to
protection sbould go ont of Its way ta spead
maney ta beip gentlemen who can perfectly
well take care of Viemselves. The principle
Is bad.

Mr. A. A. McLEAN. I understand
that tbere are twelve subscribers and that
there ls oniy one subscrlber west of On-
tarlo--that Is In Wlnnipag-and nane east
of *Qnebec. Il think that If thîs $12,000 la
to be pald the gavernment might make some
effort to brlag other newspapars Inta this
association.

!Mr. FIE~LDING. How?
Mr. A. A. MeFLDAN. They should de-

vise some scherne. Tweive newspapers re-
celve this bounty of $12,000. Every one
of thesa papers bs ricli, and I hilnk that the
government should see that the eastern and
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