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Tur. Canapa LustuserMAN s published in the juterest of the
fumber trade and of allied Industries throughout the Dominion
belrg the only representative in Canada of this foremost branch of
thscotmmerce of thns country. It aims at gulag full and timely
faformation on al' subjects touching these interests, disgussing
these topics editorially and inviting free discusston of them by others.

Especial pains are taken to secure the latest and most trustworthy
market quotations from vatious points throughout the world so as
to afford to the trade in Canada tnformation upon which it can rely
in its operations.

Special correspondents In localities of importance present accur-
ate report not only of prices and the condition of the market but,
also of other matters specially Interesting to our readers. But cor-
respondense s not only welconte but i3 invited from all who have
any information to conmun’cate or subjects to discuss relating to the
trade or in any way effecting it.  Even when we may not be able to
agree with the writers we will give them a fair of portunity for free
discussion as the best mneans of cliclting the truth, Any items of
interest arc particularly requested for even §f not of great import-
ance individually they contribute to a fund of Informatlon from
which general results are obtained.

Advertisers will receive careful attention and liberal treatent.
\Ve need not point out that for many the CANADA LUuMBERMAN
with its spechal class of readers is not only an exceptionally guod
medium for securing publicity but is indispensable for those who
would bring themselves before the notice of that class. Speclal at-
tention is directedto \WWANTED™ and For SALE' advertisements
which will be inserted in a conspicious position at the unifonm price
of ten cents par line for each insertion. Announcements of this
character wlll be subject to a discount of 25 per cent, if ordered for
three successive issues or longer.

Subscribers will find the small amount they pay for the CaxaDA
LuMBERMAN quite insignificant as compared with fts value to them.
There Is not an individual in the trade or specially interested in it,
who should not be on our list thus obtaining the present benefit
and alding and encovraging us to render it even niore complete.
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THE failure of the attempt of the two great railways
of Canada to come to an amicable mutual understand-
ing not to fight one another will hardly cause regret
among the lumbermen. The want of success of the
attempts of the officials of the respective roads to arrive
at such an arrangement, and of the efiorts of the
sharcholders to urge upon them the adoption of such
an agreement, will give a check to the possible forma-
tion of a huge monopoly. A little fair competition is
not a bad thing, and railways which must from their
very circumstances be always somewhat of the nature
of a2 monopoly, want this wholesome stimulus to
make them value custom and cxert themselves to
serve their customers. In some respects the lumber-
men have too often just grounds for complaint against
the milway companies. "With one great railway monopo-
ly the situation would be still worse.

FRO) recent advices from Vancouver we learn that
the lumber trade is being rigorously pushed in that
quarter, two new mills having been erected during the
summer and arrangements having been made for the
construction of others. The local demand in British
Coluurbia is rapidly increasing as the towns grow, and
lumber is also being shipped by mil to the praines of
the Northwest Territories. A little lumber has been
shipped to China, but Australia.is the chief forcign
market, with which there 1s a considerable.and growing
trade that promises to be still more largely developed
in the near future as- commercial relations and.inter-
course of all kinds are facilitated. Oatario and Quebec
men who:have extended their operations: to the Pacific
ceast.are $aid to-be well satisfied, so it is expected that
their example will e followed by others.

PRESIDENT W. B. McMurnich and his (hrcctors
have had an interview with Attorney-General Mowat
and other members of the cabmet, regarding the pro-
posed railwa, to James Bay. As the proposed new
line is of particular interest o the lumber trade, a faw
words regarding it in these columns will not be out of
place. The trafiic of the Upper Ottawa has hitherto
gone the way of Montreal and Quebec, but should the
James Bay line be constructed, a strong competition
would be brought about.  Many prominent Ottawn
lumbermen aid merchants say that their supphies
would be sent over the new hine, as being the most ex-
peditious and least expensine.  Lumber merchants
have hutherto taken thewr nulls to the linuts and sent
cut lumber direct to the fronuer.  If tius road were
built it i> probable that they would establish mills on
Lake Temuscanung. Last year's cut from lFembroke
to Sudbury, north of the C, P. R., was 750,000,000 feet,
two-thirds of which was transferred by rail over the
C P. R. 1o whatever lines ran southward. There
scems no doubt but thit there are large stretches of
red and white pime in that northern country, as well as
valuable hardwood, such as beech and maple.

AN action has been issued by Messrs. Cook Bros.,
timber merchants of Toronto, against Singleton, Dunn
& Co., timber brokers and commission agents, Glas-
gow, Scotland, for the payment of $75,000. The de-
fendants acted as agents for Cook Bros,, in the sale of
timber and wood goods. Between the years 1872
and 1875 several large consignments were made for
sale on commission, and on each of these pursucers say
there was a profit due to them. The savings on the
various consignrients amount together to the sum sued
for. They claim that they have frequently asked the
defendants to furnish them with an account in order to
get a final settlement, but they declined to do so. The
defence is that both parties had transactions with the
late A. F. A. Knight, a timber merchant of Quebec,and
as a result of cuch transactions there was due to the
defendants wn December, 1885, the amount of 363,270,
at the time he became bankrupt, and that they could
not recover the amount.  The balance due by the de-
fendants in respect of the consignment after deduction
of expenses, was $28,740, and they claim that the
plaintifis acquiesced in the transference of Knight's
account, and therefore they arc barred from raising
this action. The case is now being fought out in the
courts.

THE Omario mining commission has now suspended
its operations for a time after having collected a great
mass of valuable information in its peregninations
through the province. The result of their Iabors, when
they have completed their investigations, will no doubt
be embodied in an official report, which will be of great
value to those interested in our mineral resources.
The information published from time to tunc of the
proceedings of this commission 1s of a nature to cause
regret that the other proposed branch of this provincial
stock taking was not also favored by the govern-
ment.  Ifit 1s advisable to know the extent and locahty
of your.-mineral property it is-at least as important that
a similar course should be adopted in regard to our
forest wealth.  The nature and locahty of our remain-
g public forests and the .approximate amount of the
timber still left with other connected circumstances
which avould occur to the minds of such conumissioners
as have-been enquiving into our mines, should.be made
public and the yeport would be-of great utility. The
officials would thus have a better knowledge of the
propcrty dxey lxave toad Inistes;the lumbermen would
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export duty on logs.

have a valuable guide for them i then operations and
the community at large would learn the truth as to the
extent and probable duration of the forests as to which
s0 many different opmions are heard. A forestry com-
mission, something like the mining commission, would
be would all it would cost.

Hox. W, Macpoucall, it 1s stated, is at present
endeavoring to put a new phase on the question of the
This Hon. geatleman hav-
ing had considerable to do with framing the DBritish
North America Act, of 1867, points out that sec-
tion 124 of that Act appears to specially prohibit the
levying of export duties on timber or lumber by any
After extending to the province of New
Brunswick the sperial power (which has since been
commuted, of collecting expurt dues on logs, the scc-
tion referred to winds up by saying * But the lumber of
any of the provinces other than New Brunswick shall
not be subjected 1o any such dues.” A New Brunswick
paper i comr :enting on the above holds that it is im-
possible for the federal parliament to levy export duties
on logs without subjecting the timber of the provinces
to such duties—unless by special enactment relating to
the territorics which, generally speaking, have no
timber to export.  1f the closing proviso of the 124th
sectton of the B.N.A. act was inserted merely to pre-
vent the legislatures of provmces other than New
Brunswick from levying export duties on logs, it would
appear wholly superfluous, because the legislature pos-
sess no such power. If the provinces generally had a
right to levy export duties upon tmber why was special
provision made for granting such a right to the legisla-
ture of New Brunswick? Lumbermen will await the
outcome of Mr. Macdougall's nvestigation with a
great deal of interest,
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* PERIL to the Lumbcr lndustr)
heading of a leading
N W Luwmberman. Thestorm signal is flying, it says,
and acrisis 1s approaching, that if not checked, will be
brought about by producing beyond the requirements
of the demand.  In former years the manufacturers of
white pine lumber had 1t all their own way.  They had:
all the terntory they desired 10 cover.
west, south and cast, and only in the latter direction,
and then not ull they were well toward the seaboard,
did they mcet with competition ; then they came in
contact with Maine and Canada lumber. During-these
years population in the western states was rapidly in-
creasing. and in those states the demand for building
material was large and constamt.  The temritory so
prolifically worked by the white pine men has gradually
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become smaller, and 1s growing smaller every day..

Notwithstanding this the high water mark in the white
pine states was reached in-1884, when the output was
7,935,033,054 feet. A year or two carlier than this,
however, it was seen that the mills were running too
fast, and an association-was formed for the purpose of
bringing about a curtaihnent of the log cut. The
raovement in great part was success ul.  In 1885 -the
cut of the mills dropped nearly 900,000,000 feet. The

brakes were then removed. 1n 1886 the output increas~ .

td about 400,000,000 feet.  In 1887 1t was 7,757,916,784
feet, and there is every indication at the present writ-
ing that the footing for 1888 will eaceed those-of the

preceding year. There are unusually heavy stocks at

many of the producing and distribunng points, and the
opcrators are as cager as of old for a Ing stock of logs.
The result of such a condiion as portrayed above
cannot be satisfactory. The outlouks not bnght. Itis
ume that the wheels of many a mill were permatted to
take arest.

article, in a recent issue of -the.

They went-
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