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vidusl attributes which go towards producing the efficiency of
modern armaments, And the effieiency or inefficiency of its
armaments is the determining fastor of a nation’s success, or
of a nation’s failure, at that culminating moment of long pro-
cesses of commereial and diplomatie rivalry-—~the moment of war.
Thus, then efficiency in war, or rather efficiency for war, is
God’s test of & nation’s soul. By that test it stands, or by that
test it falls, This iz the ethical content of competition. This
is the determining factor of human history. This is the justif-
eation of war.

In the realms of sub-human life, in the world of animals,
as in the world of men, this law, perhaps so modified that its
working would 1ave been to us undis ernible, must still have
prevailed. .t least the tendency must have persisted that the
higher organism should conquer the lower. For if there had
been no such tendenecy, how could the higher organism have con-
stantly emerged?

In the sweep of the ages, in the passage of time, the quali-
ties that make for victory have assumed, gradually, nobler hue.
In the confused conflicts of earlier times to detect the secret
process by which the higher tended ever to supersede the lower
must have been hard inaced. flany are the cases recorded in
the annals of mankind when might has struck down right,
Many more must be the unrecorded instances when the like
occurred, But the course of development,of human society de-
pends not on exceptions, however numerous, but on the rule.
And the rule was, as analysis shews, not that ‘‘might was right,”’
but that right elways tended to create might. By ‘‘right’’ is
here intended no artificial conception, and no imagined e.aim to
territory. For suppositious ‘‘rights’’ of this kind have in his-
tory no validity save when basel on force. What is meant is
a righteousness of national life which ineluded all or most of
the qualities ¢numerated above as producing efficiency in war.
This is the only kind of ‘‘right’’ possessed by a people which has
enduring value. '

As regards the present, the truth of these statements ecan
hardly be doubted by any reasoning mind. As regards the past,
the briefest survey of salient facts will establish their correct-
ness. The triumph of the Gre ks over the Persians was the tri-
wmph of & higher civilization and a nobler manhood. Marathon
and Salamis were as the swords that kept the gates of
Eurcpe against the barbarian, and they were the dir:.t




