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THE INDL&NS 0F THE COUNTY 0F SIMCOE

for two families, the emoke eseaping
througli tiie narrow opeing lef t ini
tire top) of the bouse. Picture such a
hous, expeeially ]il the winter or fes-
tal seeson. "lie who entered behield
a strange spectacle, the vista of firc
ligiiting the smoky concave, the brouz-
Pd groupe encircinig ecd othier, eat-
ing, gamlbling oir amutsinig theinselves
with idle gossip); slirivelleci squaws,
hideous with tbree-seore years, of bard-
slips, grisly oid warriors scarreti with
Iroquois wàr clubs, yountg aspirants
wliose li(oour8 were yet to be won,
dalisel-4 gay with ochre and waimpumn,
rmtlff chiltiren pelimeli with restîas
doge, covered with flea."' Sucb was
the. %fty ta one hiundred biouses and
homestý that conistituited the Huronr vil-
lage. As mentioned, the principal
towns wepre fiied, buit frequelitly the

emlethose unprotectedl, were mov-
ed tca a new,% site, this, takiug plaice
when wood beoamle scarce, the. soit ex-
hiausted or the location inisanitary.
Obviously this accaunt.s for so many
villag, sites being fournd throuighou;t
the .!c)Iinty of Simc.

Ch2amplain fouud the Hurons farin-
ere, fish;ermien,. traders; and bunitters.
Tiiey did flot rely upon hunitting to
maintain thiemeL"vesý. They were upon
a higiier level in this respect thaii the
Algonquinis whlo raamed tire northern
forest-s. They' raised crops, corti,
beans, pumipkins, hemp andi sunflower.
the latter being produceed for tiie ail
with *Jich the. merl andi women emear-
ed themmelves for sacriflcial purposes.
The P-tunis atideti tobacco to the.
erops, hèec the name, andi Just lier.
let it be init.rjeted that thougli it
tko e1 w luxuriantly, it is now rais-

ed nlyas irornamental plant and
vith tire grreatest icars. Corn vas tire
chiefet crop andi vas the. main article
(if food. It vas a liard, flinty corni,
with luish kernél, and similar ta that
grown to-day on the. Grand River Re-
serve. Oi1 for food1 was secnred f romn
fis, and the. hemip vis grown for fisli-
ingntsand cords. For elotliing,
what little vas vorn vas obtaineti by

trp gtih. beaver, otter andi otiier
freaing animais. Ini the. summer

the men were nearly naketi andi tiie
woien vers also scantily clati, vii
in tice winter, d-espite the. rigours of
the Nveather, tii.> atidet biit little
miore. Bcing thoroughly acelimnatizcd
by their continuous outdloor lif., they
aipparently faiIed to feel tiie neeti à
coveringe ta proteet tiie body> agaitist
tiie blas of ýwiitvr.

The famnilyv lite of the llurons was
not ideal. The naltionl Was diNSa1lute
andi licentieus, The conistruction of
the biouses titi not tend to pvayor
modest v. The men were -lords of
c-reaitian", anti the vomen, aS Ciai»-
plain exprieesetid it, their mules. To thev
men bell the task of building the
bouises andi 1uaking vepnpipes
anid canoes. The. summiiier andi aui-
tumin m-ere their seasone of seriows
vimploymiet-the winter their seaeon
of leisur. andi bcaating, iniwnithier of
which were the * ever exeellei 1w thie
whiite mari. To tiie women fell ail the
other waork, tic gatliering ot tii. yeatr's
suppi>' of tirewooti, the. sowing, till-
ing and harve.sibg of tii. crope, smnok-
ing fiai, dressing ekine,. maklng cord-
lige anti thle Scanty clothing ani pre-
pari-iigbfood. Oni tire march she bore
tiie buirti. Femal, 11fv anloug tie(
Ilurons lad no bright side. It %vas a
' oultl of licence andi un age of drudfg-

The mieni, like other Indians, were
desperkite gainblers, staking all orna-
mente, cýlotiling, calmes, pipes,, vos-
pa(ne and wives. At times they gain.
bled individually, ait ofliers, euie vil-
lage cliallenjgeti another, anti to Sucl
a length is itreco>rded hyoneofthe
Fathers, that onee i nidt-winter witl
the snow nearly thre. feet deep, Ill.
merl of a village retuirned without leg.
g-ings and bareffooteti, yet, being gooti
losers, in tire best of hiumour.

Dancing anti toasts vers aIso great
fatrsin tie litfef thI ons. Tiey
were of varionis eliaracters, social,
medical anti nystical, or religionls.
Wiiol, villages vers inviteti on fetal
occasions, tue invitation being uimplv,
4conte andi eat", andi corne7anti cat
tbey titi. To refuase vas a grave of-
fenee. Invitationis similarly vIole-


