
560 HISTORY OF FARMING
learned that its first show was held in the public square of 
the village of Colbome on October 19, 1828, when premiums 
were awarded amounting in all to seventy-seven dollars. 
There were fourteen prizes for live stock, two prizes for cheese, 
two for field rollers, and two for essays on the culture of 
wheat. The first prize essay, for which the winner received 
five dollars, was printed for distribution. The prize list was 
limited in range, but it shows how this new settlement, 
formed largely by British settlers since 1816, was giving par­
ticular attention to the encouragement of live stock. A 
short quotation from the prize essay as to the best method 
of clearing the land for wheat should be found of interest.

As a great part of our County is yet in a wilderness 
state and quite a share of the wheat brought to our 
markets is reared on new land, I deem it important that 
our enterprising young men who are clearing away the 
forest should know how to profit by their hard labor. 
Let the underwood be cut in the autumn before the 
leaves fall, and the large timber in the winter or early in 
the spring. This will insure a good bum, which is the 
first thing requisite for a good crop. Do your logging 
in the month of June, and if you wish to make money, 
do it before you bum your bmsh and save the ashes ; 
these will more than half pay you for clearing the land : 
and by burning at this season you will attract a drove 
of cattle about you that will destroy all sprouts which 
may be growing ; do not leave more than four trees on 
an acre and girdle these in the full moon of March and 
they will never leaf again ; thus you may have your 
land prepared for the seed before harvest.

The act of 1830 provided a grant of £100 for a society in 
each district, upon condition that the members subscribed 
and paid in at least £50, and in the case of a society being 
organized in each county the amount was to be equally 
divided among the societies. The condition of making the 
grant was set forth in the act as follows : * When any Agri­
cultural Society, for the purpose of importing valuable live 
stock, grain, grass seeds, useful implements or whatever else 
might conduce to the improvement of agriculture in this 
Province,' etc.


