
26 PERSEVERANCE.

sure, who has been treated as I wps, will ever

think lightly of being a slave. A ransom was set

on our heads, but so high, that it seemed impos-

sible for poor friendless creatures like us ever to

pay it. The thought of perpetual servitude, to-

gether with the hard treatment we met with,

quite overcame my poor companions. They
drooped, and died one after another, I still

thought it not impossible to mend my condition,

and perhaps to recover my freedom. We worked
about twelve hours in the day, and had one holiday

in the week. I employed my leisure time in learning

to make mats and flag-baskets, in which I soon

became so expert as to have a good many for sale,

and thereby got a little money co purchase better

food, and several small conveDiences. We were


