
PREFACE.
Adiigh thew may be a fea, yet that thli

iba has m it a multitude of iflands of

difftreht fizes. All thefe, hoWever, are no

fetter than conjeftufes, ufxin whifch ho

great ftrefs is td be laid, and therefore W6
ihull wait fot- the fbliition of the queftion,

fill th6 faKne fpirit of diftovery that brought

iii fifft acquainted with the Indies dnd

with America, revels to tis, with e^ual

certainty, whether it is fea or land, or a

mixture of both, that intervenes betweeh

tJiOfe two mighty continents.

It is requifite to obferve, that this is fat

frbm being a matter of idle fpeculation, Co

far ftom it, thet-e are very few difquifitions

that c^ be jufiiy ftiled of greater confe-

queticfe ;' as rational beings, it tonderns Us

to have a perfe6t ind complete notion of

the globe which w6 iflhabit, and we fe6

that in this refpeft, providence has v6ry

wifely g^Ven the Ipur of curiofity, id the

purfult of what is our real inteteft. As
the fubjedts of ^ maritime power, we have

the greater concern in it, fince every dit
covery of this kind muft affe^Sl oUr navi-

gation or commerce, nearly of remotely.

But with tefpeft to this before us, it is of

the utmoft importance, fince all our at-

A 4 tempts


