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fc'AiTHFUL ALLIKS durinft the whole of the American rcb'lliimj

yet, not a siitigle stipulation was made in their hivour ! Ac-
cording to the sound maxims of the law of nations, that portion

of the treaty was null and void «/i initio ; since no power pos-

sesses the ri^ht of transferring eitl-.er property or territory which
is not its own. '

Immediately after the disi^raeefnl treaty of X^^^, the Ameri-
cans commenced thuir system of bad faith, and shamefully

evaded or infringed the stipulations respeetinj^ the l^oyalists

and British debts. In consecjuence of which fraudulent acts,

we retained the upper po::ts, mentioned above, us pledi^es until

the due performance of those stipulations. * Many years af-

terwards, when appearances indicated that these posts would be

surrendered to America, the merchiints of Montreal, who were

at that time principally concerned in the Indian trade, pre-

ferred two representations, in Decembvir, 179') »"d April,

17^^^, to Gknbral Simcoe, then Governor of Upper Canada,

in which they exposed the impolicy of the intended cession,

and strained every nerve t«> induce the British Government to

procure a new line of boundary, or demarcation, that should be

compatible with the security (jf Canada and with the protection

of the Indians. But these representations were ineifeetual.

According to Mr. Jay's treaty of 17^4, it was agreed, that the

posts should be delivered up, on or before the 1st of June, I796*>

and the only provision obtained respecting the Indians, was a

right of trade with them from Canada, upon the same footing

as the Americans, which provision had been suggested in the

representations made to Gkneral Simcoe, as an alternative,

desirable only in the event of the impracticability of obtainin/^ a

new line of boundary. The posts were given up, in pursuance

of the treaty : and here we are furnished with another oppor-

tunity of exposing the fraudulent and encroaching character of

the Americans, and, of course, with another argument against

tlie policy of concluding any future commercial treaty with

them. Notwithstanding the explicit and positive stipulation

contained in the treaty of 1794, in favour of an unrestrained

trade with the Indians, so little regard was paid by the Ameri-
can Government to the faith of treaties, and, in this instance,

to a point on which their own faith was solemnly pledged, that

they contrived to entrap the Indians into a treaiy, which was

concluded at Fort Greenville, on the third of August, 1795,

whereby the latter consented, that no trader should reside at

any Indian town or hunting camp, without a licencefor thatpur"

* Mr. Atcheson's Book, p.

General Washington,

ii. and Mr. Justice Marshall's Life of


