
4 I'UKKATollY NOTK.

I).ipfi.sm iucliulecl, jiiid ag!\iii8t all mi*rt;ly luunan testimony. a!,'aiiist all uii-

iiispinul liistory, a^niiist all ecclesiastical piuclice not n'Lniiatctl by diicct

iiispiiatioii. A ilioiisaml Fetlo-baptist vvitii(;sses couM uiUl iiotliiiiy to th»

stieiiy^th of the evidence which it Mipplies, uor detract IVom its validity.

The oidy iid'aililile interpreter, without ii^noriiiy his use •)!' luiinaii iii-stru-

mciitality in discoveriii*,' his mind, is the Spirit who takes the things of Christ

and shews tlitMii to lis, and who guides into all truth.

Still, I confess to a disaijpointinent—a paiiiinl disappnintnieut—existing

and felt before the present discussion corninenced, to timl men accepting,

confessing, and pled;,'eil \>\ their ordination vows to the acceptan<'e of infant

baptism, am) bai)ti>ii) by a-^persiou a« of divine institution and divine war-

rant, sitting silent when tliuse orilinances, which they protess, preacli and

observe in the name of the Lord, are ridiculed, denounced and contemptu-

ously spurned. Is it |X)ssible that Pedobaptists are so completely prostrated

by the Union Epidcinir that they are incapable of one vi^'orous ellurt in sup-

port of a single artiide of scri[)tnral truth which is impugned, sali.-tied with

that fraction of revelation which all parlies, who repose uniler tlie f.hade ot

Evangelical liberali>m, accept ?

There is nodithculty in dealing with Baptis,t loiricians. Bind them down
to what is wnttcn. Accept nothing but what the Word ttstities. Grant

nothing but what the Word demands. One source of weakness in Pedo-

baptists is allowini; themselves to be ihawn into the indetinite region of unin-

spired history and human testimony, which cannot speak with authority.

For the sake of man\ in the Baptist churches, who desire to know the

truth, and to work out their salvation with fear and trembling in all sim-

plicity, I would be delighted to use all " meekness, instructing those that

oppose themselves, if God peradventure will give them repentance to the

acknowledging of the trntli :" but with respect to such as the Messenger,

whom I hold responsible for the sayings of his nameless and unknown ;rs-

sistants, who is resolved to adhere to his pof-ilion at any sacrifice of candour

and truthfulnes
,

it remains only to '' rebuke them sharply, that they maybe
sound in the faith.'"

.ill Sciiptuie is iiiven by inspiration of God and is profitable ; and I cheer-

fully go out. beariiia" what reproach I max. without the camp of those who
refuse the Old Testament as a rule of faith and practice, and of those who

think they can cull out of the Scripture what is essential, and hand back to

the author the rest as well-meant and useless trifles, which may not inter-

fere wtth the confederation of the States of Christendom.


