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enemy was permitted to execute every plan, with-

out oppofition : and, if it may be equitable to

judge from circumftances, that can be proved by

TicnHiery evcnts j thcpc was great reafon to fufped that

Mr. Pitt's plan againft Louilbourg, was not kept

with that fecrefy, amongft the parties entrufted with

its deftination, as becomes a cabinet-council ; nor

carried fo unanimoufly in the cabinet, as to pre-

vent any private intrigue to render it abortive.

For, the equipment of this armament was by one

means or other delayed till it was too late, either to

attack Louifbourg, or to favour any plan of ope-

rations by Lord Loudon and the Provincials, on

the continent of North America. This fleet did

not get from Cork before the 8th of May •, and

then, inflead of Admiral Hawke, it failed under

the command of Admiral Holbourne. Our at*

tention to the fecurity of our fettlements in North

America might be eafily forefeen by the French.

But the plan for taking Louifbourg, which we
fliall fee was the principal obje<fl of the French

armament at this conjundure to prevent, could

fcarce have entered their thoughts, had it not been

intimated to the enemy i and, perhaps, as foon as

it had been refolved upon at St. James's ^ or it

wo\i]d have been impoflible to have provided fo

expeditioufly tor its defence.

The rciblution to attack Louifbourg, at the

f^p? tiipc the French were to be driven from the

Ohio, and their other encroachments on the conti-

nent of North America, was fa|^5j,;foon aftex^his,,

Majeily comnvtted ih^ direi^ion of his nation^
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