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those who have it when much older tlian this, seldom

recover. The typhus fever, as it was called by the

physicians who lived on the frontier settlements, was,

in several instances, followed by dropsy of the whole

system, and this too, independently of the abuse of

spirituous liquors. In cases of collections of water in

the abdomen and about the large joints, the application

of tobacco leaves is one of their most common reme-

dies. But in its action it produces the most distressing

sickness, accompanied with giddiness, vomiting, and-

dimness of sight. These symptoms, a^er continuing

five or six hours, are generally folio * ecJ ?y a com-

fortable sleep, which considerably a) tes e disease.

It is deserving of remark, however .!^ai the disease is

very liable to return after it has co ; iplctely disap-

peared. Accordingly, the Indiar y.iy they can cure

any dropsical person with tobacco leaves externally,

but they cannot make him stay cured. A bulbous-

rootpd plant, called by the Indians Yellow-root^ is

one of great value in this complaint. Indeed, as it

combines in no inconsiderable degree, general tonic

virtues, and specific evacuant powers upon the urinary

organs, it is appUcable in a large number of cases of

dropsy. I have known the canguinaria (blood-root),

in combination with sarsaparilla and the magnolia,

given in large draughts three or four times a day, to

,be of some good effect in dropsy. But the In-

dians do not place so much confidence in it, as in the

above-mentioned remedies. Friction of the swelled

parts with rough skins is an external remedy, which,

I believe, has it advantages in some cases. It is used

by them. The purges they employ, I rather think


