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The most celebrated and oldest Chabots known are the Chabots

of Poitou, where, according to Father Anselme—the highest au-

thority in such matters—they have been known since 1040. The

device of the head of the family in the first half of the sixteenth cen-

tury, the famous Philippe de Chabot, Admiral de Brion, was Con-

cussiis surgo. Finally, among the Cabots who are the object of the

Quatercentenary, the only one who possessed a device was Sebas-

tian, and this device did not read Semper cor, caput Cabot, but Spcs

in Deo est.

VII.

To complete the series of Cabotian vagaries it would prove in-

teresting to describe an extraordinary method of solving the carto-

graphical and philological problems involved in the question, and

lately exhibited in the Proceedings of the Royal Society of Canada. '

But we must forego this recreation, to sum up the facts relating to

the Cabots which have been absolutely ascertained, and the drift of

opinion concerning the rest.

The outcome is about as follows :

John Cabot was of Genoese origin, and a Venetian merely by

adoption. His son Sebastian was not born in Bristol, but in Venice

The American continent was discovered not in 1494 but in 1497,

and it cannot be said with certainty that the date of June 24 is exact.

The discoverer was John Cabot, and not his son Sebastian, who
is now believed not to have been even on board. As to the ship's

name the " Matthew," it rests upon a very doubtful authority.

The landfall was neither Bonavista Bay nor Cape Breton Island,

so far as evidence goes. Nor was it Cape Chidley, which, however,

has not been mentioned otherwise than as the supposed terminus of

the coasting in 1497.

All we know concerning the second voyage is that in the com-

pany of John Cabot's ship, " rigged by the Kynges grace went 3

or 4 moo owte of Bristowe, whereyn djuers merchauntes as well of

London as Bristow aventured goodes .vnd sleight merchaundises,

which departed from the West countrey ."n the begynnyng of Somer
1498." We also know that the fleet had taken supplies for one

year, although it was expected back in and in September fol-

lowing, and that it encountered a great s. 1 not far from the coast

of Ireland, in consequence of which one of the vessels was disabled

and left behind. Finally, we now possess documents tending to

show that the previsions of Puebla and Ayala were realized and that

John Cabot returned safely to Bristol before September 29, 1498.
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