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iiiff her clmriu'tj'r, you ciiii n-iidily iiimIi>i*

staiul that nIic only docs no a la />rin-

cesHC. I luivt' lu'vei" h»'cii licr jruidc licr

own tobofi^'tin, a feat He(>niin>.ly euHy

»'nou<rh of acconiplisliniciit wlien you sec

it done l»y ii (.'unudiun n'wl, l)ut wliicli,

after a trial or two, the lately arrived

Briton or American in very shy of uivler-

taUin;;'.

Lately there lias been built a lillle lojf

(iil)iii under tbe tall natural f^rowlh of

pini'S, well oil" (o one side of the Hall. it

overlooks the skatinjf rink, and is divided

into two rooms, into wliieli tlit! skaters

can retire for rest, warmlb, or im'jmra-

tion. It is very coinfortable, and doubt
less serves the purpos*^ for wliicli it was
desijrned, if that jairpose was not pic-

tures(iueness. It is so hopelessly unlike

tin? jifenuino lo<>'-cabin that one t'xpects to

see a sta;i:e peasant step out from its door
and solibxjuize npon its platform. On
this j)latform chairs are arranged for the

Princess and distinfj^uislKid ji^uests to rest

and watch the skaters wlien they do not

care to be of them.
For the amusement of the Governor-

(ieneral and his gentlemen friends there

is a line curling rink, where the lovers of

"the roarin' jrame" very often congre-

fjate. Liktnvise there is a foot-ball and
cricket {ground for them; but as this is

a pre-eminently feminine i)iece of litera-

ture, I decline to jfo outside of my prov-

ince, and so say nothing .ibout the enter-

tainments intended only for fjentlemen.

Balls are not of very frequent occur-

rence, but I can assure those who are in-

terested upon that point, that when they
are given, they are "perfectly lovely.'"

You are bidden to one two weeks iti ad-

vance by a card of impressive dimensions,

bearing the monogram of the house, and
which reads as follows:

The Ai(k'-(1('-Ciiiii]) in waitiiifr is coinniandcd by
Ills Kxa'ikMicv

Tiie Govt'riK)i-(;fiK.'nil aiiil llur Jioval Highness the

I'linccss boiiise

to invite

Mr. iind Sirs.

to 11 Jiiill on ,

the , lit !t oVrlocl?.

An answer is requested to the A.D.C. in waiting.

On the appointed night the road to New
Edinburgh is lined with sleighs, and by
the time the gate is reached, so dense is

the crowd of vehicles that the remainder
of your drive is likely to occupy more
time than did that part of it from the city

out. Once inside the Hall, the scene

whi<'h greets you is indeed oharniinfT.

Up and down tbe stairs, along the brill-

iantly light»'d corridors, into the leafy

Hhad«> of th(t cons*'rvatory, in and out of

the sevei'al hatidsotne rooms thrown open
for tln^ occasion, throng the elegantly

dressed guests. The ball-room is packed
to sutl'ocation, and it is a terrible pilgrim-

age to make to the further end, wliere the

Governor-General and the Princess Lou-
ise are nH-eiving their guests. When tla^

dancing iiegins, the |»ilgrimage beconu-s

an impossibility, and the only thing left

for you to do is to gaze hoj)elessly in their

direction. Tin- dressing at one of tlx'se

grand balls is elegant, and, as a rule,

graceful, but when «'oni])ared with that

seen upon a similar occasion at the White
House, for instance, is ini'.\'])ensive. There
are handsome silks, .satins, and velvets,

and a few costly laces, but very few dia-

monds are to be seen. As a rule, th»> la-

dies are ih'colli'fecH, but there are amongst
them a good many who are <liessed in

"the American fashion," as the high-

necked full dress is here described.

The ball-room is a large and bandscmie
apartment, occupying the wing to the left

of the entrance. Th«> walls ar(» tinted in

a soft dark shade, which shows oh' a brill-

iantly dres.sed comjjany to the best advan-
tage. The wood is finished in white and
gold, and the window dra))ery is crimson.

On ball nights the teiniis- court, in the

wing to the right of the entrance, is used
for a su])i)er-ro(Mn. Its walls and ceilings

are lined with red and white bunting to

simulate a tent. It, as well as the ball-

room, was added in Lord Dufterin's ad-

ministration, and at his recpiest. About
midnight the piper is heard ])ii)ing along
the corridor, and the su])per-room is

thrown open. Into it the vice-regal par-

ty lead the way, followed by five or six

hundred of their guests, as only about
that number can conveniently be served

at once. The vice-regal party sit, and the

rest stand.

Dinnei-s are far fewer than formerly,

and the diners are chosen rather more
exclusively. Of course these dinners are

the most ceremonious entertainments

which take place. The guests enter the

reception-room with the right hand hare,

although they are not received by the

Princess before dinner. She enters just

as dinner is announced, and is escorted

to the table by the gentleman who takes

rank amongst the guests, the Marquis of-


