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are, eight men who have served ini the forces
during the course of the present war, young
men, on relief in the city of Winnipeg.

Mr. MACKENZIE (Vancouver Centre):
Are those the men referred to in St. Boniface?

Mr. KNOWLES: No. They are in Winnipeg,
on the relief rolls of the public welfare depart-
ment of that city. Their cases were brought
to my attention by members of the city
council who are on the- public welfare com-
mittee, and these same members pointed out
to me that the feeling of that committee and
of the council aïq a wbole is so keen on the
matter that they are considering cutting these
men off relief. Hon. members will recognize
immediately that if this action is taken by
the city council of Winnipeg it is not because
the members of that coundil want to see these
men destitute; it wilr be because they feel
that sometbing drastic should be donc to
bring to the attdxktion of the government the
shame that veterans of the preseut war, even
now whilc the war is on, even wbile the
governmcnt is talking about the wonderful
things it is preparcd to do for the men, even
now wbile other departments are speaking of
the nccd for maD-power, should be on relief.
So far as I know that action has not yct been
taken by the Winnipeg city council, but I
undcrstand it is under consideration and it
indicates how kccnly the people of that area
feel about this matter.

1 said that we of this group beartily approve
the policy of bringing under one department
ahl matters relating to veterans, but none of
u_- in this bouse should carry on under the
illusion that by doing this by itself we shaîl
satisfy the men in the armed services. What
they are interested in is not the kind of
machincry that we set up or even nccessarily
the personnel administering that machinery.
What tbey arc interested in is the policy
behind it ail and the resulta of that policy.

At the present time wc are engagcd in a
terrifie struggle. We are conscious of bow
important it is to the future of Canada that
that struggle be won. Because of that recogni-
tion we are prcpared to mobilize everything;
wc- are preparcd to spend ail the moncy that
is nccssary. So far as this parliament is
conccrned, there is no limit at ail. We are
preparcd to spend every dollar running asà
does intd billions, for the sake of winning the,
present war. That involves the payment of
pay and allowances, provision of clothing,
medical and dental services and other things
to the men in the services; these things in
thousands of cases represent far more than
thcy bad before they went into the forces.
We are not only glad to do it; we feel it is

our duty; we feel it is part of the price we
must pay to make sure that we wmn the
confliet ini which we are engaged.

May I point out that so far as aur future in
Canada is concerned, of equal importance with
the winning of the struggle in which we are
engaged is the kind of men these chaps will
be in the years that lie abead after the war
is over. If these men come back and are
discouraged, disillusioned by policies that they
feel reflect ingratitude or lack of appreciation
of what they bave done, it is not only a
matter of the loss of a generation, so far as
the men tbemselves are concernied, but the
future of Canada as a wbole will suifer.

I feel, therefore, that we in this parliament
should realize that if it is necessary to spend
millions and billions, as is now the case, to
enable these men to dcfend the country, we
must also be ýprepared to spend millions and
billions, if necessary, to rebabilitate these
same men pbysically, psycbologically, econom-
ically and in every possible way to make sure
that we shaîl not have any disillusionment or
discouragement, any soured generation, in the
period that immediately follows this war. I
feel that generosity most certainly sbould be
the keynote in the years immediately follow-
ing the cessation of hostilities. Ail of us are
aware, although we in the bouse cannot fully
appreciate it, what these men are going
through. We are aware of the mental upsets
that are taking place, as our young men
engage in operational flights, night after nigbt.
We can sense something of what it means to
these people to go through the experiences in
wbicb tbèy are now engaged.

To many of these young men, nlot only bas
it been a period of stress and strain, but also
it bas been one in which they bave been given
something to do, something to work, to
struggle and to figbt for, and, if neccssary, to
die for. In that sense it bas donc somnetbing
for them. It bas lifted many of them from
the uselessness they had. experienced in tbe
tbirties, and bas made them feel that thcy are
part of tbe life of Canada. If, afte 'r the
experiences tbey bave had, these men bave to
return to ingratitude or to a lack of apprecia-
tien, we shaîl be storing up for ourselves very
real andi difficult problema. I would hope
that we in parliament would see to it that we
tackle the problein of rehabilitating the
veterans economically, phyaically, psycho-
logically and in every other possible way.
I would hope tbat we would tackle that prob-
lem as one which is every bit as important as
the problcm of the defence of our country.

There will be some wbo, while prepared to
admît the justice of the cause, and tbat these
men are deserving of proper treatment, will


