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country has had noa fire to appreciate what any trouble frein that point. Moreover,
the government proposes. The ministers tiiere have been great improvernents lIn the
do nlot understand ail that is implied In the last year or two. We fiuid that the Cana-
mensure for which tlhey are respon-sible. diant Nortbern Railway are ln a position ta
We have had seven ministers of the Crown haudie a very large portion of the crop
speaking on tbis sciieme, and not one out of the west. I amn lnformed, and I believe
of the seven bas fully justfied. the Course Correctly, that the Canadianl Northernl have
which Vhey are taking la connection wlth this year ndded 1,800 new cars to their sys-
this lime of railway. By this mensure the fei, withi a capacity of 1,000 busiiels eacix.
government propose to undertake, and to pay Tliey have added 80 new engines; thiat the
for the, construction of from 1,600 to 1,800 Canadian Pacific Railway have added li-
miles of railwny, the greater part of it niensely to tbeir rolling stock, and that both
through an uninhabited country, estimiated roads*are ready to-day to handie the crop
to cost as hlgh as $80,000,000. 1 say this of thiat counitry without there beîng any
is the most momnen tous question, from a congestion, or any loss or disturbance to the
finiancial point of view thaf bas been submlt- people of the North-west.
ted to this parliarnent since 1882. The peo- Now, Sir, 1 intend for a moment ta say
pie wlio pay the money are not among those something lu Tegard to our water-ways. We
who 'cannot wait.' 1 say that the people ail recognize that Lake Superior is the na-
of this country could w-pli afford te wait tional ouflet for our Canadian North-west,
until sucli fime as this transportation coin- the key of ftxe St. Lawrence route, the first
mission made their report, until sucb time link ln the great water-way thraugh Cana-
as tis government had surveys made, had dian channels fromn the west te the east.
estimates of the cost made, and were lu Let mie give some figures ln regard to our
a position to tell us just what sort of a, water-ways, aithougli fhey may have been
scheme they were plunging ite. Would it given lyefore:
not have been better to have bad the whole Miles. Miles.
ýmatter disposed of by the commission, as Chicago to Depot Harbour via lakes. 579
the governiment at first intended? This js Depot Harbour ta Montreal via rail. 379
ai scbemeýwhich proposes to spend monley, I Chcg aBuf i lae...895
niight say, by the bucketful, by tue barrel- ChiaotBuffalotaew or via Na.Y.C.. .. 889,
fui ; and the government, no0 dou t, are -1,329
depending on the money argument f0 down
tihe common sense of the people. I have Difference la favour of St. Lawrence
not the slightest doubt that that is the ar- route and port of Montreal .... ...... 371
gument tbey expect will prevail, if fhey are Now, Sir, a great many members sup-
successful when tbey go to the country; be- porting tue governmneît have tried ta con-
cause I do flot imagine for one moment that, vince themselves, and have- tried ta coavince
on ils merits, this scheme bas aliy chance this Ilouse, that the grain of th-e wesf will
with the people of Canada. Manitoba bas be carried by rail. We can gef 11o more
nlready risen up against it; th-e east would convîncling argument on thls question than
neyer vote for the destruction of its 0wii the commerce that passed through the
railway. What does the country think of Ainericani and Canadiani canais af Saulf Ste.
if? Before taking this plunge, is if imot Marie, and see what grain 'cornes down
fair ta the people thaf they slîouid have through those canais. We find that ln 1902
sometbing f0 say about if; that they should there were 76,730,965 bushels of grain
have an opportunity of expressing their passed through the American and Can-
vîews? But that is evidenfly what fixe adianl canais af Sault Ste.' Marie, show,-
governient do nat want. Tbey are un- ilg. at any rate f0 my mmnd, con-
willing fea :llow the people an opportnnlty clusively that the grain af the western
of expressing their opinions un tbis great eountry wlll foilow the water route. But
question, and thaf is the reason tlîey are that grain is only n part of the products
rushlng through, at the end of the session, which pass fhrough those caniaIs. We find
this Bill ta confirm and ratify fixe agree- that of grain otber than wheat there were
ment wbich they have sûr basfily and s0 27,740,822 bushiels, and 8,910,24.0 barrels of
hurriedly entered mbit with the promoters foeur passedi fbrough those canaIs, sbowing
of the Grand Trunýk Paeific Railway. flmnt tbe wafer route is able successfully,

As I said before, the Norfh-west Terrifo- nof only ta compefe with, but ta take nway
ries are sufficient in extent aiid natural -frein the rallways which-are running ouf of
wealtb fa build up a great nation.. -Last Sf. Paul and Minneapolis the freigbt whicP,
year 100 million bushels of grain of aIl kinde leaves those cifies for the easf. Now, we
were grown lu the Terrifories. Fif ty-fhree find tbese distances:
million bushels of wheaf were grown ln Miles. Mlles.
Manitoba, and 14 million bushels of wheat Dluluth to Depot Harbour via lake.. 644
in the Territories. No doubf, congestion dld Depot Harbour to Montreal via rail. 379
exlst from the wheat fields to the oublets, - 1,023
but tîxere was no congestion fromn the ont- Duiluth ta Buffalo via lake.......997
lets ta the sea-qboard. Once the wheaf gof Buffalo ta -New York via N.Y.C.. .. 440
f0 Port Arthur there was no congestion - 1,3

whatever, the wheaf was handled wlfitouf Difference ln faveur of Montreal .. ...... 414


