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mentary procedure, thought was not of suffi-
cient importance. But I hope the hon.
gentleman will not accuse me of doing the
same when he has heard the subject I am
bringing up. On the 26th of last month
I asked the question in this House:

good British subjects, as members of-.he
Britlsh Empire, we should bow to the super-
lor authority of Great Britain ; and I suppose
that the Imperial authorities know what
is best for the Empire in doing as they
have doue. But I must say that I sincerely
hin thni MRQill Qt i fa d hf

1. Is the Government aware that fourteen stat- "y' IAL . ÂlcaD AAl :Ll iljiAiuumu wiLereuy
utes, viz., chapters 39, 44, 46, 78, 79, 80, 81, 83, the tido of these men, a tide that Is bound,
84, 85, 86, 87, 88 and 89 passed by the local legis- 1 belleve, to increase very iargely and very
lature of British Columbia on the 27th February rapidly witl the means of communication we
last, and received tby the hon. the Secretary of have across the Pacific-I say I hope means
State on the 27th Apr.i last, contain a clause will still be found to keep that tide back.
prohibiting the employment of Chinese and Jap- Not only do I beleve that the workingmen of
anese in connection with the undertakings re-th
ferred to in said statutes?te Dominion are meaced by this kind of

2. What is the policy of the Government in immigration, but ithe manufacturers and
regard to the disallowance or otherwise of said merchants of this country are also menaced.
Acts ? The two Asiatie races across the Pacifie,

The PRIME MINISTER (Sir Wilfrid Laurier). China, and especially Japan, have, In the last
The Government is aware that a number of stat- two or three years, awakened fully to the
utes of British Columbia passed in the present necessity there Is for them to compete with
year contain clauses prohibiting the employment the older countries ; and with their ability,
of Chinese and Japanese. These statutes are for there Is no doubt these men have abliity,
now under the consideration of the Department with the cheap wages, the starvation wagesof Justice, but no report has yet been made. they are willin to work for, rey will cer-
Now, Mr. Speaker, I want to Impress UPOn tainly become dreadful competitors of the
the right hon. gentleman uthe necessity that white race on this continent, unless some
exists for an early opinion on that question means are taken to offset that competition.
of disallowance. The uncertainty that Is en- But, Sir, there is another, and, to my mind,
gendered by Acts being passed and left lu a still greater danger than from the Japan-
suspense, neither allowed or disallowed by ese, that is from the " yellow spectre," as It
the Dominion, is of great consequence to fb jhas been called, or the Chinese race, of which
large number of employers of labour l Bri- there are over 400,000,000 living across the
tish Columbia. The fact that under some of Pacifie from our coast. For years a cloud
their charters they were not allowed to em of thiem have been coming across to our
ploy Japanese and Chinese, makes it lim- country. They come here and take the places
possible for them to get capital in the old thîat, In my estimation, should be held by
country until this matter is settled. I shouild men of our own flesh and blood. Now, per-
like the right hon. gentleman to get from haps, the House is tired of bearing about this
the Minister Of Justice as soon as Chinese question.
possible his opinion, or the opinion of the Mr. GIBSON. Hear, hea.Council of his own Goveranment, as to
the advisgibllity of allowing or disallowng Mr. PRIOR. I think hon. gentlemen who
thesE Bills. I will say that I myseif am say "hear, hear," do not know as much about
strongly In favour of restricting this immi- It as I do myself, or as other members who
gration of Japanese. Now, the Japanese are, come from British Columbia.
I may say at the outset, very much superior An hon. MEMBER. We are ·tired of ear-to the Chinaman la many ways. They are in Itbetter men to come Into the country, If there
is ary better about it, because ·they are a Mr. PRIOR. Thel fact that you are tired
superior class. They use moro of our eastern will not stop the British Columbia members
goods, they dress more in our way, they assi- from bringing ithis matter up year after year.
milate with our people a great deal better Mr. SUTHE RLAND. You were not soithan the Chinese. But the trouble Is that active when you were in the Government.
they come into the country as paupers, if not
as serfs and slaves, and they are wllling to Mr. PRIOR. I beg your pardon. If the
work for a mere pittance in competing with hon. gentleman will lod up "Hansard" lhe
whlte workkigmen In all sorts of labour. will find that I have spoien exaetly as I am
Now, In My opinion, and In the opinion of going to speak now, not, perhaps, .n the
seven-eightbs, at least, of the people of Bri- ;same words, but to the same Intent, when our
tish Columbia, that is a great menace to the party was on ithe other side of the House,
welfare and the well-being of, at all events, and as I have spoken on every husl-ugs lu
the working classes ln 'the Dominion of Can- British Columbia where I have spo&en a t aIl.
ada. Of course, I aai aware that the Im- Now, Sir, this subject has been before the
perlai Government has seen fit to put its louse for at least twenty-five years. It bas
foot down on any restrictive measures, and been Ibrought up by every -lember of Par-
I suppose their action precludes the possibi- lianent that British Columbin h as sent to
lity of excluding these Japanese. I am represent her In this >House. M5r. DeCosmos,
SOrry .myself to see that the Government Mr.. Roscoe, Mr. Bunster, Mr. Gordon, Mr.
were oblIged to veto these Acts. I know, as Sh&kespeare Mr. Baker-every one -f uts
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