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tically appilied. and tiheir existtence is calIculated to lations will permit of imy doing so, I shall be
give a delusive cliaracter to the power tf defence charied to comply witlh the request of my
pm-sessd by the JIominion.. hon. friend from West Assiniboia.

The tiunet-s teeins to havr arrived when a fresh m-
quiry should be îmade into the working of the Militia Mr. HUGHES. On the second page of the
Act, in order tio acertain how far it. las provided an jor-General's Report, I notice the follow-
organization capable of adapting itself to ever-chanig- ing statement :-
mgo~ conditions and increa responsBiiitie.. Suc

an inquiry would furniishi a fresh starting point and Th e Vii>erial o-rnment has 'xpressed its willing-
firn' groiund for tlose who are called upon to guide ness toi cnfer inedals. f'r long ernee and gîod con-
tie policy of the I 'omlinio 1 on tht question of tl duet, on non-commissioned othieers and nwn of the
defence of its territr <. permanent fore-, under conditions similar ti those

I asked the Minister of Militia. a few mo- n such rewards ni the regular arlny.
ments ago, and I do not think I properly under- I would like to ask the hon. Minister of
stood the. answer lie gave, whether it ,was Militia if he has taken any steps to have this
the intention of the Governiment to increase honour conferred on the soldiers of the active
the militia force in this country. I under- militia who are not of the permanent force?
stood hlim to say tha r nlew companies would Mr PATTERSON( n Yes. We arebe formed only when othier companies had .
beendisbanided. Am I correct in that ? in communication withl the Iluperial author-

ities, through the High Comniussioner, on that
Mr. PATTERISON (Hluron). As the lion. subject.

gentleman will see fronm the character of th Me r BAIN(W tMl) Iw ld like to
Estimnates. it is not lhe present intention to o
increase the militia forci . emphasize the question raised by the hon.

member for North Norfolk (Mr. Charlton),
Mir. DAVIN. [ wih to ask the Minister with respect to supplying the militia force

of Militia. whether h iwill lend rifles to the with a better class of arms for shooting pur-
volunteer rifie tassociations inthe North-west poses. The oflicers of the militia. in my
Territories ? We have no militia in the riding complain of ,the arms at present sup-
North-west Territories, but we may at any plied to the force, and one of them bas
tire he exposed to considerable danger. We written to me_ asking ne to urge the Gov-
have rifle associations at all the centres of ernent to supply a better class of arms
population. andi I need hardly tell you that for shooting purposes than tiose at present
thesi men who comîpose these associations, supplied, which, I understand, are practically
are not in a position to buy rifles themiselves. ling idle in store. If we are to have a
These men band themiselve's ogehIer in these militia service at ail, I think it should be
associations, go out regulhly to pra ticeand made as effective as possible.
have competed With rifle associations ail over
the Domilnion. in soi cases successfully. d Mr'. LISTER. Is it the intention of the
it would bceowIlucive to the cheleap protection Government to continue the systeai of allow-
of the country that the Minister of Militia ances to mditia oflicers ?
hould suply hieim ith arms. The hon. M Ir. PATTERSON (Huron). Thdat may be

gentleman has in store large numbers of these necessary. Owing to the short time thuat I
rifies whih are practically-1 w-as going to have been at flie head of the department, itsay, but it would be too rhetorial--rotting may be necessary to continue that systein
aw-av, and these arms should be utilized. for tle present year ; but J intend to discon-
My hon. friend from Norfolk (Mr. Charlton) tinue it, so that the exact amount of thehas suggeste. that an improved arm should salary of ech officer shal be seen in the
he given to hie militia. force. If that be don, Estinates from year to year.
as the Minister 0f Militia seems to indicate,
there wvill be no use for these rifles now in Mr. LISTER. Wlat do you propose to
store. so that it would be in accordance with substitute ?
the spirit of the Act, and it would be only Mr. PATTERSON (Huron). A fixed salary.
justice to the people of the North-west. that
he should lend these rifles to the assoeiations. Sir ICHARD CARTWRIGHT. Does the
There are associations at Regina, Moose Jaw, hon. Minister refer to me $40 whith is usually
Medicinie Hiat. Prince Albert, Edmonton allowed to the captain of cadh company ? Is
Battleford. Calgary and Macleod, and the it proposed to abolish that ?
number of rifles requir'ed woîuld nlot be Mur. PATTERtSON (Huron). No. I under-
many. They are not necessarily very bloated stood the hion. memnber for Wrest Lambton
organizations; but 1 may say that the mili- (Mr. Lister) to refer to he allowances to offi-
tary spir'it lm the Northu-west is as active as cers at headquarters.
In any part of Canada, if flot more active.
The exigencies of a pioneer life do 'not leave Mr. LISTER. No. I would call the hon.
them that plethuora of wealth that may be- 1gentlemfanl's attention to this statement in the
long to somne of tie volunteer associations lin Annual Report o!f the Departmnent for the
other parts of Canada, anud I hope mny hon. iyea~r ending 31st December, 1891:
friend wll do whäit he cau ini this direction. Thme systein, under which allowances are no(w granted

M t to the Rural Militia, is open t very serious objections.
Mr. ATTESON Hurn). f I ind hatAllowances are drawn annually for "drili instrue-there is a surplus mu store, aund that fie regtj tion," ad for "care of arns, for whih the country-

Mr'. LISTERu.


