
[COMMONS]

îîeitEr mne tliniîg nor the other. You provide by
it thtat ta itan shall have to observe the Sabbath
during certain portions of the day, anid Voit allow
hlim to violate it during the reiimaining hours. Thei

11ill provides also that one milk train niay be run on1
the Sabbath. Well, is a milk cart ta be prohibited ?
If it is necessary that the people residing in a city
slould live the miilk brought to thei on a train
on t he Sabbath day. is it any more wicked t.hat. a
farimer living i eiiiiiidiately adjacenit. to the city
shuld bling ini a stjpply of milk in his cart to the
doors of tlie consumers ? ThenIind.1 nol pr-
vision in the 1Hlill fn.r the closinîg of post Itlices
or telegraph ttices on te Sabbatli day, thouglh
tlev aie ope nCii îow dlu rinîg certaili liors.

y principial object in risinwas to point oul olle
or b t bjectiois t) tite 11,1. and to colgrittilate
the hon. imember for North Norfolk (.\lr. Chartoni)
on tle 7t h clause. He lias cvidently beconie a
conaivert to the principle wihich in the past he lias
condm ni most vigorously in this Huse. Thie
liiety system of distributing tines andi penalties
among informers is one for which the (overîmient,
a*tli mor ,î'c especially tlie Custoins Departiienit, ha
ibeen mst severely censured and condemned by
tihe b o. <,entlemtani. flowever, le has no0w e' arriid
tihat princuiple a little furtler iin this ii1ll than t i

Svernmîent have ever gone. - While lie conideins
the diStriibuitiol of the penalties impo1H>sed foi' lat. -
ing tie ustoms Act by giving the informiiers onte-
thiird, and thereby creatiig an incentive foir tleii o
informît. anl1 to becole. as tlhey have been repeatedly
lesr iibegd lbyl ion. gentlemilein opposite. Spies ilpoin
thie ltbisiless peo!4p le of tiis country ,tie 1,n.
gentlemnprvides ii lis 1»ill that the infoimecr in
the case f a violatin of this law shalli ave e Ie-lialf
tie penalty. Thie hon.gentleman has.caried t ie
iîoiety piniîîciple meli furtlher tlian t lhe formrcu G(ov-
erniment (ri thepresent( overniient ever attempted.
If it be w grong to provide an iiientive to people to
inform oit violators of the law. iiespect to) the
Custois IDepartielnt, surely it m1ust be equally
w1ron1g to comuupenisate inforimers in respect to thiis
law. At least, I amti unmable to discover where the
virtue is in informiui.g upon a ni-n whio liappenel
to decliver ai pounld of mlet onM thle Sabbathl day, or
sell a newspaper, and give the informer one-lailf
the penalty, wh ilei is said to be wrong to give
one-third of the penalty to the inforier 1on a iman

lwho liad lviolated the law by suggling goods iito>
the coîuntrîy on aniy Lay, whetler it be a Suiday or
a week day. However, iii this, as in iist thtings,
I am tfraid soime gentemen in this House, as well
as out of it, are too apt to argue the prilnciple in-
volved in tIis clause, more foi' ie purpose of tint i
ing failt with the Governent of the day thanI for
the purpose of expressing an opinion against the
principle itself. If it is wrong in oie case, it is
wrong in the other. However, I an of thie opinion
thiat it is quite right, if this Bill should becone liaw
thiat there should be au incentive to those who de-
sire to have it enforced hy informing upon the law-
breakers. If this Bill is to become law, let us have
it a little more stringent than it is now, or throw
it out altogether.

Connittee rose, and it being six oclock, the
Sneaker left the Chair.

After Recess.
Hlouse again resolved itself into Comm'it tee.

Mr. BOWELL.

Mr. CHRISTIE. I was much pleased vhen the
hon. neinbeir for North Norfolk (Mr. Charlton)
tirst introduced lhis Bill last session, because I
lbelieved it was a good MIL. The aim of the Bill
wvas Iot to interfexe with any mnan's religious con-
victions, he thîey what they mnay :neither did it aim
at coipelling any man to obsrve the Lord's Day.
The chief ail of the Bill, i thinik, was to secure
to the employés of t he Governient, on railways
and canals, in the Post. Otlice Departient and in
the public service generailly, the whole Sunday rest.
It has been contended that this Bill was unineces-
sarv, that it enerotLehîed uponx provincial riglhts
but if this question is to be dealt. with, so far as it
relates to our railways, ouir post ottices and our
canalF. it mnust be dealt witi liv this Hlouse and this
Government. If the Bill as or igially introdlucel
had been eniacted, I have Io dob it wuildi have
been a great boIon to thousands of ernent ei-
ployes who are now robbed of their Smulay's rest.
thiat rest which is so essential to> their physical well-
beinig. and deprived of all opportunity of attending
I)ivine wrship anid receiving rcligious imnstrution.
.\ay of these employ"s'hae been long anxiously
lobnking for. the relief promiised by this liill. They
know by sad experience t1at a C'ontituel r'oudil of
toil ai drudgery. witlouit a Suday's rest. is nt
only dstrutotheir pyscl el-eigipair-
lig their healt h anîd shor'teing hir lihe s, l'ut i
dei>ralizing in all its tendencies. and deprives
themîî oif muîayiv comîîîforts aid blessings which would
otherwise brighten their' lives a1d make t.hei hetter
aid purer. Now with this lill as amteideild, and
as propos to be ainended, I must say I haveveery
little sy'mipathly. If it is to be cut down tio section
2. ti title of the ,il] becoites a isnomer. It loes
nîothing whatever fr' the employés, but. leiaves them
exactly where they were before. As i uuimerstand,
t he canals aie now elsed duîring a portion of the
Lord's ay, unider an Order iniioucil. and tiis
li ill ill siinpy provide for clsing the catals dur'ing
a portion of the day. and keeping t.hemuî opei during
anther portion. It docs iothing to ativaice mr
promote the interests of Sabbati olbservae, aid
what is worse. it completely ignores the Sunday
lalbuir and Suiiday deseeration which is carried on
no'W Ont our' railways ald in other departmnents of
the public service. My contention is simiply this,
thtat it is our duty to see that the employés of the
Goveruînent are protected in the enjoymeint of a
comiiplete Suniday rest, and 1 think we should be-
ware how we iinore or trample under foot the
Divine law by depriving otur fellow men, so many
of then, of that.. day's t'est which God ias given
thei.

Mr. OBRIEN. This question may be viewed
froum oe of two aspects, the aspect of christianity
and the aspect of social econotmy. So far it has
been alnost entirely discussed fron the aspect of
ehristianity. While I hope the day maîy never
come whien the teachinugs of christianity will cease
to be the ruling spirit in both Government and the
people of the British Empire, at the samne time I
inay point out to the hon. Minister of Militia that
there is no principle fron which, if pushed to un-
reasonable lengths, a redutio ad ab.urdum iay iot
be drawn. His argument may be illustrated in this
way. He himself,I an sure, would not allow
those in his employ in private life to do any un-
necessary work on Sunday ; but at the saine time
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