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Euty piacieg sufficient im de on the elements which
od to bé desht with and the difficulty of dealing with those |
elements with any material which any Government could
have at its disposal. When the first Riet rebeHion broke
out, I had the honor of being consulted in every step that
was thkon. The troops were oarried through witheut the
lots of & single man, and the rebellion was put down .
without a shot béing fired. Sucoess on that occasion was
due to the extreme good management of the Government
usnder the same distingnished gentleman who is at the head |
of the Goveérnment to-day. I had the honor of recommending
at the time, when it was proposed to send an armed force
into the North-West Territories to maintain order among
the Indians, that the true Mounted Police to send among
those Indians were these very half-breeds of whom we are.
talking to-night. These men had been accustomed to lead
the life of soldiers. They were accustomed to ride on horse-
bhck dver the plains, and they were inured to hardship and
fighting. 1 believe if 8 police force had been organised
out -of thegse half-bre¢ds, there wonld have been no outbreak.
It may be asked : Why trust the maintenance of pédace to:
tha then who had beén jh arms against the Government ? 11
say, #f you had shown confidence in those men, if the Mae-
kenzié Government at the outset had shown confidence in:
them ard enrolled such of them as were fit for the duty as
Eo_licemeu, we would never have had a rebellion in the
of'th-West. They wonld have been proud of the confidenee
repoged in them, and their knowledge of the indian charac-
ter would bave enabled them to maintain peace among the
Indians. When speaking of those rebellions which have
occurred among the Indians, we must not think they are
the very quiet innocent {)eople they are represented to be,
fnd that the fanlts are all on the side of the white man, for
thé first Riel rebellion and this last Riel rebellion were by
no means the only ones that occurred among the Indians
They had often been at war with the fur traders, and on two
occasions troops were sent out by the Imperial Govern-
mcent to keep ordor. We must not suppose, therefore, that
we were dealing with people living quietly in their native
land, and that the fault of inciting them lay entirely with
the whites, for these half-breeds were a people wh® had been
qonstantly at war and were very jealons of their position
and independence in the mew land to which they had
goue. Perhaps there is one thing not to be regretted in
this trouble, and that is it bas tanght.the white men s little
respect for the Indian. Formerly these people were spoken
of with the utmost contempt, looked upon as.spiritless and
cowardly; but the white man has found. that they are not
naturally towards. The half-breeds fought bravely though
i & misthken cause, but we found at least thai they were
not Lo be despised. The Indian Poundmaker and his band,
when attacked unexpevtedly on their reserve and while
imperfectly armed, did not run away, and Poundmaker,
when th¥ retreat of 2 troop of volunteers commenced, showed
8 great deal of magnanimity in preventing his people from
following them. The hon. member for Quebec East (Mr.
Laurier), in his very eloguent spech, remarked, very truly,
that the Indians -are a highly sevsitive people, The haif-
breeds specially are sensitive, and I may add they are exceed-
ingly vain, which quality no doubt they derive from their
ancestry—1 speak of their Indian and not of their French
ancestry, for of course they derive no. bad quality
from the French—and they are apt to take offence some-
times without sufficient cause. But whenee comes this
new-born admiration of the Ind:ans? Last year, during
the franchise debate, we heard them described as the most
degraded people on the face of the earth. We were asked,
are yougoing to give the franchise to people so degraded
a8 Btrike-him-on-the- Back and others, but to-night notbing.
can be found too good to desoribé their high qualities.
Their heroes are equal to Soult and Wellington, How oir-

Indians, and am very glad to see this change coming over
hon. gertlemen epposite, but I find it rather extraordi
that they should limit their sympathy to this small body of
Indians in the North-West, who were tip in arms against
the Government,  Why should they rot have a little foel-
ing for the Indians in other parts of the Dominioh ? Tn
‘Algoms, we have 12,000 Indians, whe, st times, suffer a
‘great deal, I have brought their grievamces before
the House ; I have told the House that the white

were going in and destroying the fish 6n which the Indimis
relied for subsistance. But there was no sympatky shewn for
them, It appears it was dll reserved to the small band ik
the North-West who took up arms against the Governmeat.
No doubt they may have grievances, anda greatdeal hasbeen
said with the view of making the Government respoiisible,
but there is no doubt that the Government have dons a:great
deal for the Indians. The Government have beon extremre-
ly anxious to find out what they had to complaifi of. Of
course, if there were agents sent among the Indians whb
were fiot reliable, oné side of the House has as muth to
accodnt for in that respect as the other side. Whose faulf
was it if incompetent agents were sent out? It certaimly
was not whoelly the fault of the Government. I heard &
very true remark made here the other night by an hon.
member, who said : Hon. members have themselves to biafie
a good deal for this. It is generally thought that & mau
who ean do nothing at home need orly to be sent abroad
to prove himself a very good fellow, and it very often
happens thdt individuals net very well qualified for the
duty are forced by members on the Government; I think
this is a case in which many excuses may be made for the
Government,

Mr. MITCHELL. I am not going to inflict a speech upon
the House at this late hour of the evening, but I am simply
going to give my reasons for voting as I intend to vote on
the amendment which is now under consideration. I have
listened with considerable attention to the statements made
by the mover of the resolution and by the gentlemen who
have sustained him, and I have listened to the replies en
this side. If we were to believe the statements from the
other side of the House, there has been utter neglect on the
part of the Goyernment in relation to the treatment of the
‘half breeds. If we believe the statements from this side of
the House, and more particularly from the hon, the Minister
of the Interior, the complaints should not be confined to the
Governmeut of the day, but his answer is: You're another,
you did likewise. Now, I am not going to enter into the
-discussion of the question whether the half-breeds have been
or have not been properly, used in regard to the particular
‘subject which has been referred to ; but, from the conviction
that I have had in relation to the general treatment of the
North-West on the part of the Government of the day
through the two previous Ministers who occupied the posi-
tion of Minister of the Interior, I have long since come to
the conclusion that their administration of the affairs of the
North-West was not such as to be for the good of that
country or the welfare of Cunads, and therefore [ am going
to vote in favor of the amendment.

House divived on amendment of Mr. Laurier (p. 819);

cumstances plter cases. I have always been a friend to the
Mr. Dawsox.
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